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09Mar. Centre asks Bengal to give report on 
President‘s visit 

                                                   

    

 A day after President Droupadi Murmu 
expressed disappointment over the Mamata Banerjee 
government‘s arrangements for the International 
Santal Conference in Darjeeling, the Union Home 
Ministry on Sunday sought a report from the West 
Bengal Chief Secretary on the alleged violations of 
protocol laid down in the ―Blue Book‖ and poor 
security arrangements during the President‘s visit. 

               म म                  म         इ         

                   मम                        

प                              ,           म         

             म          म           ―      ‖    

                               औ      प              

                         प    प           

 Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan asked 
West Bengal Chief Secretary Nandini Chakravorty to 
submit the report detailing the violations of protocol and 
lapses in security arrangements along the President‘s 
motorcade route and at the venue by 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, a government source said. 

                       म          म          म   

                                          म       म    

औ            प                           औ  

                                   प             म 5     

           ,                       

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
accused the Trinamool Congress of insulting the 
President, the Constitution, and democratic 
principles. 

     म         म                    म          प         , 

        औ                         प               प 

       

 Speaking in New Delhi, Mr. Modi said the 
―arrogant politics‖ of the Trinamool would soon be 
defeated. 

  ई                                       म      

―अ              ‖       प            

 Terming the treatment meted out to the 
President ―heart-wrenching‖, Mr. Modi alleged the 
Trinamool government did not make proper 
arrangements for the event. 

                            ―                  ‖         ,               प             म   

                                             

 ―This is an insult to the President, the Constitution and its spirit, and the democratic 
principles of the country,‖ he said, adding that the Trinamool also insulted the ―mothers 
and sisters‖ of the country. 

           , ―          ,         औ  उ                                            प    

  ,‖ औ                   म             ―म      औ       ‖        प          

 ―Today, as the country celebrates Women‘s Day, I want to share something very painful,‖ he 
said. 
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           , ―          म                    ,              प                            

   ‖ 

 ―Yesterday, the Trinamool government insulted the President. 

           , ―      म                        प         ‖ 

 She had gone there to participate in a sacred event of the Santhal community, but the 
Trinamool, instead of participating in it, boycotted the event.‖ 

                म                     म                   ,          म                       

          म                   ‖ 

 Security arrangements for the President, Vice-President and Prime Minister are made 
according to guidelines contained in their respective ‗Blue Books‘ issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs and the SPG Act. 

        , उ         औ      म                                 ‗      ‘               -        

                    ,          म      औ  SPG अ     म                           

 According to protocol, the Chief Minister or senior Ministers are expected to receive the 
President at the airport. 

                   म  म            म          ई अ   प                        प              

 However, neither Ms. Banerjee nor any Minister was there to receive Ms. Murmu, who was 
instead welcomed by Siliguri Mayor Gautam Deb. 

                          म         म म                                         ,            

            म       म              

 On Saturday, Ms. Murmu expressed displeasure over the change of venue of the 
conference and the absence of Ms. Banerjee and her Ministers during her visit. 

                म म                           औ   प                           औ  उ    

म          अ        प                  

 The West Bengal Assembly election is expected to be held in the next few months. 

    म                                                             

 Responding to the criticism, Ms. Banerjee accused the President of speaking ―on the advice 
of the BJP‖, and questioned her ―silence‖ on the alleged atrocities against tribals in 
Manipur. 

                                             प  ―              प       ‖       प       औ  

म      म                     अ        प       ―    ‖ प              
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09Mar. Assam and Manipur announce financial incentives for women 

 अ म औ  म         म                                       

 Assam CM announces ₹9,000 each for 40 lakh families under Orunodoi scheme; 
Manipur allocates ₹350 crore for women affected by conflict 

 अ म    म  म             ई              40                 ₹9,000                 ; 

म                         म              ₹350                 

 The Assam and Manipur governments announced cash incentives for women and their 
families on Sunday, coinciding with International Women‘s Day. 

 अ म औ  म                           म       औ  उ                                  

        ,    अ          म                              
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 In a social media broadcast on the seventh day of the Bharatiya Janata Party‘s Jan 
Ashirwad Yatra, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the State government 
would transfer ₹9,000 each to approximately 40 lakh beneficiary families under the 
Orunodoi scheme through direct benefit transfer (DBT) on Tuesday. 

                                                          म               अ म    

म  म      म          म                                                 (DBT)    

              ई                   40                        ₹9,000               

       

 He urged the beneficiaries to attend special meetings at designated venues to receive the 
financial assistance. 

                                                    प                                     

                         

 The total amount to be disbursed under the scheme would be about ₹3,600 crore, making it 
one of the largest financial assistance programmes in Assam. 

                                                ₹3,600          ,          अ म         

                      म                      

 The Chief Minister had earlier said the disbursement would be the largest single-day 
transfer of funds to beneficiaries in Assam‘s history. 

 म  म       प                       अ म    इ                                             

म                            

 Launched on October 2, 2020, Orunodoi is a major DBT initiative aimed at empowering 
women and supporting poor families. 

 2 अ     2020                    ई         DBT                   म          

          औ                                  

 The Chief Minister said the ₹9,000 included a Bihu bonus and four monthly instalments 
under the scheme from January to April. 

 म  म              ₹9,000             औ           अ                        म     

               

 In Imphal, Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh announced ₹350 crore to 
be earmarked for assistance to women affected by the ethnic conflict. 

 इ        म         म  म      म  म   म                                  म                 

       ₹350                               

 He said the amount for the next fiscal would benefit 3.5 lakh women in the State. 

                                                    3.5     म              प         

 Speaking at an International Women‘s Day event, he hoped that people displaced by the 
―unprecedented crisis‖ in Manipur would be able to return home. 

    अ          म               म                                 म         ―अ        

    ‖              प      अ                  
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09Mar. The professor‘s 
lecture was pedestrian 

                        / 

        

 Thinking you will top the 
exam without studying is 
building castles in the air. 

         ई           म           

                म  म            

 The professor‘s lecture 
was pedestrian. 

                            / 

         

 Thinking you will top the 
exam without studying is building 
castles in the air. 

                         ई    

      म             ,     म  म   

          

 ―Where have you 
disappeared to? I don‘t see you in 
the gym in the evenings anymore. 
Everyone has been asking about 
you.‖ 

 ―                      ?            

         म                        

                          ‖ 

 ―I go to the gym in the 
mornings, nowadays. I‘m taking 

sitar lessons in the evenings.‖ 

 ―               म                                             ‖ 

 ―Had no idea that you were interested in learning to play the sitar. How long…‖ 

 ―        प                                                          …‖ 

 ―It‘s ‗play the sitar‘ and not ‗play sitar‘. Remember that most musical instruments are 
usually preceded by the indefinite article.‖ 

 ―   ‗play the sitar‘        , ‗play sitar‘                                            प    

indefinite article               ‖ 

 ―For example, Revathi learnt to play the guitar over ten years ago.‖ 

 ―             ,                 प                            ‖ 

 ―Jagdish plays the flute. How‘s that?‖ 

 ―                                  ?‖ 

 ―Sounds good! The guy who played the violin was really good.‖ 

 ―           !                         ,                अ      ‖ 

 ―While we‘re on the subject of the violin, I heard your favourite group‘s new song 
yesterday.‖ 

 ―                                ,                         म                   ‖ 

 ―What do you think of it?‖ 

 ―                            ?‖ 

 ―Compared to some of their earlier songs, this one was pedestrian.‖ 

 ―                                             /         ‖ 

 ―Pedestrian? What are you talking about?‖ 

 ―Pedestrian?                 ?‖ 

 ―The word pedestrian has different meanings.‖ 

 ―Pedestrian       अ  -अ   अ           ‖ 
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 ―One of them, as you‘ve rightly pointed out, is someone who is on foot.‖ 

 ―                       ,                                       ‖ 

 ―The pedestrian was run over by a speeding car.‖ 

                                            

 ―In addition to people, the word can also be used to talk about movies, novels, a piece of 
writing, etc.‖ 

                           , उ       औ                                         

 ―Really? But how can you call a movie ‗pedestrian‘?‖ 

 ―     ?                   pedestrian                    ?‖ 

 ―When you say that a movie was ‗pedestrian‘, what you‘re suggesting is that it was dull!‖ 

                           pedestrian   ,                                         

 ―In other words, there was no creative spark.‖ 

              ,                  म           

 ―Very good! Here‘s an example.‖ 

 ―       !         उ         ‖ 

 ―The Minister‘s speech was pedestrian.‖ 

 म                       /          

 ―How about this example?‖ 

 ―   उ                          ?‖ 

 ―The themes that the writer deals with are rather pedestrian.‖ 

                 प                              

 ―Sounds good! The word is pronounced pe-DES-tri-en.‖ 

 ―           !          उ     pe-DES-tri-en    ‖ 

 ―The stress is on the second syllable.‖ 

                syllable प                

 ―So, tell me.‖ 

 ―        ‖ 

 ―Do you think you‘ll be able to master the sitar in a couple of months?‖ 

 ―                           म               म  म                  ?‖ 

 ―If I said, ‗Yes‘, I‘d probably be building castles in the air.‖ 

        ‗   ‘    ,                म  म                   

―Building castles in the air?‖ 

 ―    म  म        ?‖ 

 ―Are you saying that it has very little chance of happening?‖ 

 ―                                                  ?‖ 

 ―Very good!‖ 

 ―       !‖ 

 ―When you build castles in the air, you‘re coming up with plans which have no chance of 
succeeding.‖ 

            म  म           ,                                                                  

 ―Plans which are unlikely to be carried out!‖ 

                                 म              

 ―My young nephew believes that five years from now, he‘ll become a famous movie star.‖ 

                             प                                      

 ―If you ask me, he‘s building castles in the air.‖ 

           प              म  म               

 ―That‘s what all young people do.‖ 

                               

 ―Even old people do it.‖ 

                               

 ―My grandfather would spend the evenings sitting in his rocking chair, building castles in 
the air.‖ 

                   प                   प            म  म                  
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 ―Did you ever ask him what he was building?‖ 

                                           ? 

 ―Asked him once, but he merely chuckled.‖ 

                 ,                          

 ―Oh, by the way.‖ 

 ―  ,      ‖ 

 ―It‘s also possible to say ‗build castles in Spain‘.‖ 

                    ‗    म  म        ‘  

 ―Instead of building castles in Spain, you should come up with a reasonable plan to solve 
your financial problem.‖ 

     म  म                       प          म                        उ                

       

 ―Where‘s the fun in that?‖ 

 ―     म          ?‖ 

 

09Mar. A red-letter day for the Men in Blue 

 म   इ                            

 Samson extends his merry run with a 46-ball 89. 

   म      46          89           प            म            

 Abhishek and Kishan, too, slam quick-fire fifties to power India to 255 for five. 

 अ      औ                 अ                   5          255       प        

 Bumrah proves his class yet again as the Kiwis are shot out for 159. 

   म            प                औ         म    159    प             

 On the road to the Narendra Modi Stadium, a banner proclaimed: ‗Some days are green, 
some days are red, today is all about blue‘. 
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      म         म                      प                : ‗                   ,            , 

          प                          ‘  

 The Men in Blue lived up to that billing during a rousing Sunday night. 

 म   इ                                                           

 Among the list of milestone dates in India‘s limited-overs cricketing history — June 25, 
1983; September 24, 2007; April 2, 2011; and June 29, 2024 — add March 8, 2026. 

            म                 इ         म               — 25     1983; 24        2007; 

2 अ    2011; औ  29     2024 —       8 म    2026            

 At a packed venue, the defending champion dished out a commanding performance to 
claim the ICC T20 World Cup after defeating New Zealand by 96 runs. 

                   म    म                           96              ई       20     

             

 This was India‘s fifth World Cup triumph, including two in ODIs and three in T20Is. 

                                 ,               औ        20           

Early wickets 

              

 Pursuing India‘s 255 for five, New Zealand was bowled out for 159 in 19 overs. 

         255/5          प                    19       म  159    प  ऑ              

 Suryakumar Yadav‘s men buzzed around, and the chase was a non-starter as Finn Allen 
failed to capitalise on a dropped catch by Shivam Dube, and succumbed to Axar Patel. 

       म                        औ                         प                प            

            म                                             औ  अ                      

 It got worse when Rachin Ravindra tried to flick Jasprit Bumrah over backward square-
leg. 

      औ                                      म                                  प  

                      

 A sprinting Ishan Kishan dived full length and plucked a stunner. 

              ई            प                                   प         

 And when Axar pegged back the stumps of Glenn Phillips, the Black Caps were wobbling 
at 47 for three. 

 औ     अ                            ,            47                            

        

 Opener Tim Seifert who thumped 20 from a Hardik Pandya over, tried to keep the fires 
burning. 

        म      ,                                म  20        ,                       

          

 But when Hardik dismissed Mark Chapman and Seifert (52) perished to Varun 
Chakaravarthy, the rivals were down for the count. 

                    म       म               औ        (52)                       ,    

          म                  प        

 Skipper Mitchell Santner tried to delay the inevitable, landing some blows, before Bumrah 
ensured that India won with ease. 

       म                           अ                               ,         म       

                                       

 Earlier, Santner won the toss, elected to field, and watched Indian openers Sanju Samson 
and Abhishek Sharma flourish in the PowerPlay. 

      प                                   औ                     म   औ  अ       म   

                                

 The two amassed 92 runs in the first six overs even as Santner switched his bowlers 
around. 

                           92                     प                          

 Initially, Matt Henry kept it tight and Samson remained watchful as four dot balls ensued. 

          म                            औ    म           ,                        
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 However, a six over long-on in the first over, opened the floodgates. 

                         -ऑ      प                                         

 Seeing his partner switch gears, Abhishek warmed up with fours off Jacob Duffy on either 
side while the New Zealand seamers struggled with a bout of wides. 

  प                         अ                           प                                  

                   इ                      

 Abhishek raced to his fifty, dismantling Henry with two sixes, and wading into Duffy. 

 अ                              प                प   अ      प         औ      प     

            

 The southpaw fell to Rachin but the openers had stitched together 98 runs in 7.1 overs. 

                                   प                         7.1     म  98            

    

 Soon Kishan warmed up with a four off Jimmy Neesham, and hoisted Santner into the 
stands. 

                    म     म        प             औ                              

 Meanwhile, Samson etched his 50, and with celebratory gusto pummelled Lockie 
Ferguson twice into the skies. 

          म       प   अ      प         औ        अ     म                            म  

          

 Kishan too got into the gravity defying act as the ball sailed high. 

            ऊ             औ        म   म               

 Rachin was clattered around and after Kishan got to his fifty, against the run of play, New 
Zealand inflicted three wounds. 

               प                 औ          अ                                        

                 

 Neesham scalped Samson (89), Kishan (54) and Suryakumar (nought) in the same over, 
as the batters found alert fielders. 

    म                   म   (89),      (54) औ        म   (0)                   

                                            

 India 204 for four in 16 overs, and on the hunt for quick runs. 

      16     म  4          204                औ                               

 A quest Hardik tried to fulfil, before Dube hammered Neesham for 24 in the last over. 

                    प                    ,      प                            म    24    

        

 And at the break, India nursed its dreams about retaining the championship, which it did in 
style. 

 औ          अ                             अ                   ,                  अ           
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09Mar. Vedic wisdom on charity 

                  

 The Vedas illuminate the subtle paths of the 
divine journey that are otherwise unknown to us, 
presenting them through sacred narratives and 
prayers. 

                                                    

              औ                             

         

 Among these, the principles of charity are 
explained with great clarity and reverence. 

                                   औ             

               

 Charity, the Vedas declare, should be 
offered with complete dedication and a selfless 
heart. 

                     प     म    औ                 

                 

 Sri Sundara Rama Vajapeya Swami, while 
expounding the significance of charity, cited the 
Rigveda, Eighth Ashtaka, Sixth Adhyaya. 

             म          म            म           

        ऋ   , अ म अ  ,    अ            

      

 He explained that hunger repeatedly afflicts 
human life; though it cannot be eradicated entirely, 
it can be alleviated temporarily. 

                         -    म                   

       ;             प                              , 

                 प                        

 Therefore, feeding the hungry is regarded as the most sacred and auspicious form of 
charity. 

                                            औ       प               

 A person who practices charity attains the merit equivalent to the performance of yajnas and 
sacred rites. 

                   ,          औ       अ                                 

 Such generosity transforms even adversaries into friends. 

     उ                   म                    

 In contrast, one who withholds charity finds that people do not befriend him. 

        प   ,                     ,    प                    म             

 For those who practice charity, wealth moves in a continuous cycle, much like the revolving 
wheel of a temple chariot. 

                   ,                                       ,     म                           

 Their riches never stagnate but return manifold through righteous circulation. 

                                    म                   अ                प          

 In contrast, those who refuse to give, even while consuming wealth for themselves, are 
deemed to partake in sin, for enjoyment devoid of sharing is regarded as eating the fruits of 
one‘s own transgressions. 

        प   ,                   प                            ,                             , 

                               प      अ                                        

 We cannot expect everyone to be alike in the matter of charity. 

                       प                                         

 Even though both hands of a person appear similar and are equally formed, their strength 
and capacity are not the same. 
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    प                                          औ        प               ,                 

औ   म                      

 Likewise, each individual‘s ability to give differs, and charity must be understood and 
appreciated in accordance with one‘s means. 

                               म              , औ                  म             

     औ                    

 Charity must be offered with humility. 
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09Mar. ‗Women engineers must build confidence, visibility to lead‘ 

 ‗म     इ                                  औ                 ‘ 

 Three alumni of the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) took centre stage at a webinar 
on ―From Campus To C-Suite: Women Engineers Leading India‘s Tech Boom‖ on 
Sunday to share their career journeys and leadership experiences. 

       इ       ऑ           (VIT)                                 ―  म           -   : 

  म  इ                इ     ‘        म‖      प                                     औ  

 प                        अ               

 The webinar was organised by the VIT, Vellore, in collaboration with The Hindu Education 
Plus, as part of the Career Path series, to mark International Women‘s Day. 

            VIT,                                                                      

अ          म                  प                   

 While opportunities exist and women are actively breaking the glass ceiling in 
engineering, barriers remain in reaching top leadership positions. 

         अ             औ  म       इ                    प                         ,        

                   प                           

 The panellists spoke about the challenges they faced and shone light on key skills 
required to excel in competitive tech environments. 

              प                                        औ                                    

                     प             

 ―Since certain engineering disciplines, such as mechanical, chemical and metallurgical, 
are not quite identified as women‘s bastions, the fear of failing and criticism keeps the 
women away,‖ observed Dr. Sharmila Nageswaran, Associate Professor at School of 
Electronics Engineering, VIT Vellore. 

     ऑ  इ         इ          , VIT                           .   म               

   , ―    इ                 ,      म       ,    म   औ  म        ,        म          

       प                   ,       अ            औ         म                      ‖ 

 She said not every woman is motivated to take up an engineering course or a job, and the 
mindset of the family often decides her career path. 

                  म     इ                                                    , औ             

   म                      म                   

 ―Women look after the family after motherhood, or they relocate for the spouse; so they 
need to be supported with Work From Home or online jobs,‖ she suggested. 

                  , ―म            म                               ,                    

               ;                 म   म    ऑ   इ                                ‖ 

 ―Women tend to underpromote themselves and wait for 100% perfection in everything; 
they should not procrastinate but work on self-improvement and build self-confidence,‖ 
said Heetarthi Rashesh Kamdar, CEO of Adroit Alliance, an IT company. 

  ई             इ  अ           ई                म          , ―                    म 

             औ            100%                         ;        म                        

  -      प                 औ                      ‖ 

 Ami Sampat, product design leader for B2B SaaS Enterprise Experiences, opined that 
women need to work harder to make themselves visible and earn credibility. 

 B2B SaaS       इ                        इ        म                 म          

                औ                                                    

 The panellists noted that there is no dearth of mentorship, knowledge and information, 
yet under-representation of women in engineering-related jobs persists. 

                    म       ,     औ                            ,        इ                   

            म           म                     

 ―This could be corrected by focusing on merit, leadership qualities, and diverse initiatives 
rather than being stuck with stereotypical thinking,‖ she added. 

           , ―         ,             औ              प                            ,      

                            ‖ 
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09Mar. The need to recognise ‗volunteer‘ care work 

‗       ‘                म                    

 The Union Budget 2026-27 proposes to build a ‗strong care ecosystem‘ by training 1.5 
lakh multiskilled caregivers in geriatric, core care and allied skills through programmes 
aligned with the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF). 

          2026-27    म                                               ,              

                           अ          म      म  म    1.5       -              म     

             , म          औ                 म                     

 As India‘s care needs expand, such a move is both timely and necessary. 

    -          म                            ,         म     औ           

 However, the Budget reveals a deeper paradox; even as the state prepares to train a new 
cadre of certified care professionals, it makes little mention of the five million plus 
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women who already run India‘s health, nutrition and childcare systems. 

                                 उ            ;           म                        

 ई                                        ,    उ        म        अ    म          

उ                                       ,      औ                                 

    

 Our Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs), Anganwadi workers and helpers, and 
mid-day meal workers continue to deliver essential public services every day, yet remain 
classified as ‗volunteers‘, excluded from the very ecosystem the state now seems 
determined to strengthen. 

      म           म                 ,                   औ                म    

      म         म                                   ,            ‗       ‘     प    

                    औ      उ                                              अ  म     

               

A shadow labour force 

      म    

 From the Anganwadi worker ensuring a child is fed to the ASHA worker tracking a 
pregnancy in a remote village, these women constitute the backbone of India‘s welfare 
architecture. 

                                                                     म             

                                 ,                                               

 Their work is essential, continuous and indispensable to the state, yet they labour in a 
deeply precarious space. 

       म     ,        औ             अ          ,           अ    अ                  

म    म          

 They earn meagre monthly honorariums, without formal contracts, paid leaves or 
maternity bene•ts. 

         म म     म               औ       प   औ       अ     ,        अ        

म                    

 What little support they receive come from small and fragmented responses by individual 
States such as honorarium hikes (which vary from State to State) and gratuity bene•ts, or 
coverage under national schemes such as Ayushman Bharat and Pradhan Mantri Shram 
Yogi Maandhan. 

                               अ  -अ               म  औ                             

म      म      ,           ,                औ      म     म      म                 

           अ             

 But these piecemeal measures do little to address the contradiction at the core of India‘s 
care economy. 

               उ                   अ          म                                  

             

 The state relies on a vast, feminised shadow labour force of women to deliver essential 
public services but classi•es them as ‗honorary workers‘ to limit protections typically 
associated with formal employment. 

                                          म                            म       

             ,           ‗म            ‘     प                        औ                 

                          म               

A gendered form of work 

                    

 This contradiction is rooted in deeper structural norms surrounding care. 

                                            म     म                    

 The ‗care penalty‘ in India is not just a sociological concept, it is a statistical reality. 

     म                    म     अ                                      
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 Insights from the 2024 Time Use Survey highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025-26 
reinforce Indian women‘s role as primary caregivers. 

2024     म  उ          ,                  2025-26                     ,        

म              म                   म     म                     

 41% of females aged 15-59 spend 140 minutes daily on household caregiving, compared 
to 21.4% of males at 74 minutes. 

15-59        41% म              140  म                     म           ,      21.4%      

     74  म                

 This pattern mirrors India‘s welfare architecture. 

   प                                              

 By outsourcing its care responsibilities to women labelled as ‗volunteers‘, the state 
draws on long-standing social norms that view care work as an extension of a woman‘s 
domestic duty rather than skilled labour deserving fair compensation. 

                         ‗       ‘             म                ,     उ        म     

            म     म          उ            ,                            म    

     म                              म         

 Since care is seen as ‗natural‘ to women, it is rendered cheap and informal. 

                म          ‗       ‘      म           ,               औ  अ         

                  

 This creates a vicious cycle — the less care work is recognised as skilled, the less 
compulsion there is to pay for it, trapping a predominantly female workforce in insecure 
employment. 

                   —                                   म        ,         उ          

               म        ,       म     म            अ              म                

 Against this background, the recent Budget‘s emphasis on investing in a new cohort of 
care workers exposes the absence of clear avenues to integrate its existing workforce. 

   प                      म     म                                             म      

             म                  म              

 These workers already perform complex, multi-skilled tasks that demand emotional 
labour, field coordination, and deep knowledge of community dynamics. 

                            औ    -                 ,                म,        म   

औ    म                                          

 So why is the state not looking to upgrade and secure the livelihoods of those who 
already perform such critical work? 

           उ                       उ   औ                       म                      

           इ    म                     ? 

 India‘s so-called ‗volunteer‘ care workers are in reality the permanent pillars of our 
welfare state. 

                ‗       ‘         म           म                                 

 The country cannot realise its ambitions to be a global powerhouse for health while the 
women who sustain such systems remain underpaid, unprotected and largely invisible. 

            म                    अ                                 ,          इ  

                         म        म     ,            औ       अ        म       

 But reimagining India‘s care economy requires both financial investment and a cultural 
shift. 

                     अ                                      औ                   

               

Reimagining the care economy 

       अ                   

 To begin with, India must move beyond the ‗volunteer‘ label. 

     प            ‗       ‘                           

 In the Supreme Court‘s 2025 ruling in Dharam Singh & Anr. vs State of U.P. & Anr., the 
Court upheld that work which is recurrent and central to an institution‘s functioning 
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cannot be treated as temporary inde•nitely. 

 म           अ     म उ                अ  (2025)        म                            

                                  औ          , उ   अ            अ          म       

      

 For India‘s cadre of ‗volunteer‘ care workers who perform duties that are indispensable 
and continuous in nature to the state, this judgment offers a strong basis to demand that 
their honorary roles be converted into permanent posts. 

        ‗       ‘          म           ,               अ       औ                     ,    

      उ    म                      म           म           म                        

 Combined with the renewed Budgetary focus on skilling, this creates an opportune 
moment to revisit employment norms governing India‘s existing care workforce. 

                                                    म                            

       म               म            उ     अ                  

 It can nudge the state towards the creation of clear transition frameworks that help 
move these workers from honorariums to fair wages and formal contracts. 

                    म                      म                  ,                        

म         उ         औ  औ       अ                            

 Perhaps the first step could be to extend the proposed NSQF-aligned programmes to 
ASHA and Anganwadi workers as well. 

              म                                              म          औ  

                                            

 For years, these workers have mobilised across the country to demand dignity and 
recognition of their work. 

                            म              अ      म       म  औ  म        म                 

 It is now past time that the state responds by ful•lling the final two commitments — 
Reward and Represent — of the International Labour Organisation‘s 5R Framework for 
Decent Care Work. 

                                  औ  अ           म                              

   5            अ   म          —        औ           —              

 Our care workers who perform tirelessly need to be properly compensated and given a 
genuine voice in employment and policy decisions. 

      अ                           म        उ          म                  औ         

                        म               म           
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TOPICS COVERED  09 March  2026 

09Mar In Finland, children glide to school over the frozen Baltic Sea 
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An aerial view of iceberg A23a on January 19, 
2024, in the Southern Ocean of the Antarctica 
coast. Once the largest on earth, A23a has 
reportedly reached the final stages of its 

four-decade life as it drifts into the warmer 
waters of the South Atlantic Ocean. On March 
5, it was just north of South Georgia island 
 
 
 
 
 

09Mar. In Finland, children glide to school 
over the frozen Baltic Sea 

        म       म                   ऊ   

                      

 In Finland, children glide to school over the 
frozen Baltic Sea. 

                म                    प            

             

 Skipper Sampsa Jalo greets three young 
children on their way home from school as they board an 
unusual amphibious vessel docked and humming at a 
wooden pier on the frozen Baltic Sea. 

                                                      

                 म                प                  

प         अ  म   उ                           

 Due to unusually thick ice this winter, a 
hovercraft called ―Snovit‖ (Snow White) has replaced the 
ferries that normally transport 12-year-old Hugo 
Wickstrom, nine-year-old Julia Jalkanen and eight-
year-old Nils-Johan Ostman to the islands where they 
live in southwestern Finland‘s Pargas archipelago. 

           अ  म         म                ―     ‖ (   

  इ )                                                

              12                   म,                

       औ             -     ऑ म          -

प                          म                        

प           

 This is only the third time in 15 years that 
hovercrafts have been brought in because of thick ice in 
Finland‘s archipelagos. 

         15     म                                म        

म                                   

 More than 81,000 islands dot the Nordic 
country‘s 1,100-kilometre coastline. 

                  1,100     म                प  81,000 

   अ                    

 Here in the Pargas, 107 islands are inhabited 
year-round by nearly 3,000 residents. 

                107       प       3,000        प                 

 As the cushions under the vessel filled with air, the hovercraft lifted off the icy surface and 
set out across the frozen sea. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
9

 

                                           ,                       प        म     

 म      प      प    

 In the back seat, the three children agreed their school commute was ―very exciting‖. 

           प                                                  ―      म    ‖     

 ―Especially when it drifts like this,‖ said Wickstrom. 

 ―                            ,‖       म         

 ―It moves very fast,‖ Jalkanen said with a little smile. 

 ―                  ,‖               म                 

 State-owned ferry operator Finferries replaced some of its regular vessels with six 
hovercrafts when freezing temperatures in February led to the formation of unusually 
thick ice. 

           म                               प           म                   

                             म            म           अ  म         म               

 ―The ships can handle the ice but it‘s so slow and expensive because it uses a lot of fuel,‖ 
Mr. Jalo explained. 

 ―                            ,                म  औ  म                       ई         

  ,‖                    

 A trip with a commuter ferry or vessel that normally takes an hour now takes ―five or six 
hours to cover the same distance‖ due to the current ice conditions, he explained. 

                                                         ,                               

                            ―               ‖        ,               

 By hovercraft, ―the same journey can be completed in 10 minutes‖. 

            ―              10  म      प                  ‖ 

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED  09 March  2026 

09Mar One Nation, One Election — remedy worse than disease 

       ,    इ     —   म               इ    

09Mar Onwards and upwards 

            औ                    
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09Mar. One Nation, One Election — remedy worse than disease 

       ,    इ     —   म               इ    

One Nation, One Election and lessons from Indonesia 

       ,          औ  इ              म             

 In 2019, Indonesia held a historic one-day election for the President, national and 
regional legislatures, and local councils. 

2019    इ                    ,        औ                                            

           -                          

 Aimed at cutting costs and simplifying administration, it came at a tragic human cost: 
nearly 900 poll workers died and over 5,000 fell seriously ill. 

     म      औ                                                   म        म      

        :      900 म       म        म     ई औ  5,000    अ                  म          

 In 2024, there was again a heavy toll — more than 100 deaths and nearly 15,000 illnesses. 

2024                      — 100    अ    म    औ       15,000   म                   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1

 

 In June 2025, the Constitutional Court ruled that national and local elections must be 
held separately from 2029, two to two-and-a-half years apart, citing voter and 
administrator overload and the impact on democratic participation. 

    2025                                      2029           औ              अ  -अ   

               ,         ई        अ        ,       म        औ             अ     

                                    प          

 Supporters of India‘s ‗One Nation, One Election‘ (ONOE) proposal argue that 
synchronising the Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections would reduce expenditure, 
limit prolonged security deployments, minimise disruptions caused by the Model Code 
of Conduct, and prevent political parties from remaining in constant campaign mode. 

        ‗       ,         ‘                                     औ                       

                        म     ,       म                       ,                          

        म       औ                            अ      म              

 Indonesia‘s experience, however, o•ers a cautionary lesson. 

        इ             अ                                      

 Comparative constitutional practice o•ers little support for enforced electoral 
synchronisation. 

                                  अ        म               म  म                  

 In Canada, federal and provincial elections occur independently. 

               औ                                   

 In Australia, synchronisation is impossible: State legislatures serve fixed four-year 
terms, while the federal House of Representatives has a maximum tenure of three 
years. 

ऑ            म               :                                                 ,      

                     अ    म                     

 Germany is often miscited. 

 म                                             

 Its stability arises not from synchronised elections — Länder polls are deliberately 
staggered — but from the Constructive Vote of No Con•dence, which requires the 
Bundestag to elect a successor before removing a Chancellor. 

            म                        ‗       अ          ‘          ,                

                           उ                               ,                         

अ  -अ    म                   

 South Africa and Indonesia use proportional representation, which di•uses political 
power and protects minority voices. 

     अ     औ  इ                                         प           ,             

                 औ  अ                             

 India‘s •rst-past-the-post system lacks such safeguards, allowing a national wave to 
sweep State elections. 

          म-   -                       उ           ,                                    

                   

 The United States o•ers an even weaker analogy: fixed electoral cycles function there 
because the executive‘s tenure is insulated from legislative con•dence in a 
presidential system. 

          अम                औ      म उ       ,                          म             

                                         

The Constitutional Amendment proposal 

                      

 The most comprehensive blueprint emerged from the High-Level Committee (2023-24) 
chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind, now taking legislative form in the 
Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024. 

                 2023–24    उ         म              ,                          
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  म                 , औ                  (      उ              )       , 2024     प    

                  

 The proposed Article 82A empowers the President to notify an ―appointed date‖ from 
which all State Assembly tenures would align with the Lok Sabha‘s cycle. 

       अ      82A               ―             ‖                             ,           

                                                         म              

 Assemblies constituted after this date would have their tenure curtailed, even if their •ve-
year term had not expired. 

                                           म              ,                         

                      

 The Bill also introduces ―unexpired-term elections‖: if a legislature is dissolved 
prematurely, the new legislature would serve only the remainder of the original term 
rather than receiving a fresh mandate. 

          ―अ                  ‖                           :               म          

              ,     ई                                           ,                          

 म      

 Additionally, it grants the Election Commission of India the authority to recommend 
deferring State elections if simultaneous conduct proves impracticable. 

                                                                                     

    ,                                              

 Amendments are proposed to Articles 83, 172, and 327. 

         अ      83, 172 औ  327                             

 These changes raise serious constitutional concerns. 

                                                

 India deliberately adopted a parliamentary system where governments survive only as 
long as they retain legislative con•dence. 

                               प                                         उ   

                               

 In the Constituent Assembly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar explained that democracy cannot 
simultaneously maximise stability and responsibility. 

                 .   .  .                                              औ  उ        

         अ    म               

 India chose responsibility — continuous executive accountability rather than 
guaranteed tenure. 

        उ                —                                    ,                     

 Articles 75 and 164 establish the collective responsibility of the executive to the 
legislature. 

अ      75 औ  164                                 म                 प           

 Articles 83 and 172 prescribe only a maximum tenure of •ve years for legislatures, not a 
guaranteed term. 

अ      83 औ  172                        अ    म                                     , 

                    

 Early dissolution is, therefore, not a defect but a democratic safeguard, allowing voters 
to renew the mandate when con•dence collapses. 

       म                                         उ      ,           म           

म                              अ             

 ONOE reverses this logic, treating dissolution as an administrative inconvenience and 
subtly shifting India toward a quasi-presidential model that weakens legislative 
accountability. 

       ,                               ,                       अ                    औ  

            -     अ  -                              ,                        म             

Federalism, ONOE and constitutional concerns 

      ,                  औ                    
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 In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of India a•rmed that 
federalism is part of the Constitution‘s basic structure. 

  .  .    ई    म          (1994)                                                   

           म                      

 States are not mere administrative units but possess an independent constitutional 
identity. 

                 इ  इ                                    अ        

 Their democratic rhythms may legitimately di•er. 

                                प                    

 ONOE unsettles this principle. 

       ,                       अ             

 It allows State mandates to be truncated not because legislative con•dence has 
collapsed, but to align with the national electoral calendar. 

                                   अ  म          ,                    म               , 

                                 म           

 If introduced in 2029, a State electing its legislature in 2033 would see its mandate expire 
in just one year. 

        2029                 ,    2033 म  अ                                           

                   म   म             

 By contrast, staggered elections to Parliament, State Legislatures, and local bodies 
create a continuous feedback mechanism, keeping governments attentive to public 
sentiment. 

       प        ,                औ                   अ  -अ    म              

                           ,                                            

 In a system without a right of recall, they serve as the next best instrument of 
accountability. 

                                अ             ,                अ        म               

 As James Madison wrote in ‗Federalist No. 52‘, frequent elections ensure governments 
maintain ―immediate dependence on, and sympathy with, the people.‖ 

            म         ‗             52‘        ,    -                                       

       ―                      औ  उ                 ‖           

The problem of ‗unexpired-term‘ elections 

अ                       म   

 The most troubling feature is mid-term elections for unexpired legislative term. 

                         अ                           म             

 The Constitution recognises no concept of a residual mandate. 

                           ई अ                

 Although the proposed Articles 83(6) and 172(5) claim that a newly elected House would 
not be a continuation of the previous one, they e•ectively preserve earlier electoral 
cycles to maintain synchronisation. 

               अ      83(6) औ  172(5)                     ई                       

                  ,            म                                                         

         

 This produces several distortions. 

                               

 First, it devalues the franchise. 

प   ,    म           म       म          

 Mid-cycle elections would produce governments with truncated mandates, reducing 
elections to provisional exercises and risking deeper voter apathy. 

म                                    प         ,             अ                     औ  

म      उ                           

 Second, it undermines governance and accountability, as residual-term governments 
lack incentives for structural reform, encouraging populism and policy drift. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
4

 

     ,         औ               म           ,                                       

                                      ,                         औ                  

         

 Unlike the temporary constraints imposed by the Model Code of Conduct, truncated 
mandates could weaken governance for years rather than weeks. 

                         अ                   प   ,                                   

         म                

 Third, it risks creating a ―governance dead zone‖. 

     ,    ―        म      ‖               प             

 The Amendment Bill does not specify the minimum duration of an ―unexpired term‖ 
triggering a mid-term election. 

                                 म                            अ                

    म अ             

 At the State level, deferring elections could prolong President‘s Rule, con•icting with 
Article 356(5), which limits it to one year, extendable to three years only during a national 
emergency with Election Commission certification. 

         ,                                                ,    अ      356(5)           

  ,                        म              औ                                          

 म                                           

 At the Union level, a caretaker government could remain in o•ce awaiting synchronised 
elections, potentially breaching Article 85‘s requirement that Parliament meet every six 
months. 

         ,                 म                     म                      ,       

अ      85    उ            उ                   म                     म     म       

         

 Such a government cannot present a full Budget under Articles 112–117 and would be 
limited to a Vote on Account (Article 116), hampering •scal governance. 

          अ      112–117                                   औ                     

(अ      116)                   ,                               

 Thus the ―unexpired-term‖ mechanism is legally unworkable at the Union level beyond 
six months and would require sweeping constitutional changes that risk distorting the 
Constitution‘s identity and violating the Basic Structure doctrine. 

        ―अ            ‖                  म        अ                                 

        औ                                            ,                              

     औ  म                    उ                 म               

 The proposed Article 82A(5) empowers the Election Commission of India to recommend 
deferral of State elections without clear criteria, time limits, or parliamentary oversight, 
if unable to be conducted simultaneously with the Lok Sabha. 

       अ      82A(5)                                                             

                            ,                                            ,         

म     ,  म    म                        

 Even Article 356 contains safeguards — parliamentary approval and temporal limits. 

           अ      356             उ    —               औ   म    म            

 By contrast, Article 82A(5) creates a zone of unguided discretion. 

       प    अ      82A(5)                                        

ONOE: constitutional risks and cost argument 

                :               म औ           

 If a State government falls mid-term, the Union government could impose President‘s 
Rule and defer elections, e•ectively governing the State through the Governor. 

                                  म   म             ,                                

           औ                       ,                             म  म          
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 The incoming government, after elections, may inherit only a truncated tenure. 

                         ई                                          

 The issue is not whether such abuse is likely, but that the Amendment makes it 
constitutionally possible. 

                                              ,                        इ                   

                  

 As Alexander Hamilton warned in Federalist No. 59 (1788), the constitutional possibility 
of misuse is itself ―an unanswerable objection.‖ 

        अ          म                   59 (1788)                 ,                      

               म     ―अ           ‖     

 In the NJAC case (2015), the Supreme Court held that constitutional validity depends on 
institutional design, not assurances of benign exercise. 

        म म   (2015)                                                                

       ,                                          

 An amendment that structurally endangers a basic feature is unconstitutional regardless 
of how power may be used in practice. 

                         म                                  म          ,    अ          

  ,            म         उ                       

 ONOE risks violating federalism by enabling prolonged unelected State governance in 
the name of synchronisation. 

                           उ            म             ,                     म      

  म          म                                                

The cost argument 

            

 The •scal burden of elections is Marro-economically negligible and the •gures do not 
justify a constitutional overhaul of such magnitude. 

                      म   अ                       औ        इ                  

           उ                 

 The Parliamentary Standing Committee estimates show combined Lok Sabha and State 
Assembly election spending at around ₹4,500 crore (2015-16), about 0.25% of the Union 
Budget and 0.03% of GDP. 

              म      अ  म                    औ                                    

     ₹4,500      (2015–16)   ,                    0.25% औ                 

0.03%     

 PRS data shows Lok Sabha election costs historically ranged from 0.02%–0.05% of GDP 
(1957–2014). 

                                                                       0.02%    

0.05% (1957–2014)                

 Elections are held in phases (82 days in 2024), allowing the Election Commission of 
India to rotate EVMs, VVPATs, and security forces. 

            म                     (2024 म  82    ),                            ई   म, 

        औ                  म    उ                              

 Simultaneous polls would remove this •exibility and demand costly new resources, 
weakening claimed administrative gains. 

                            म           औ  म                               , 

                           म               

 Is it wise to amend the Constitution and weaken federalism to save fractions of 1% of 
GDP? 

             1%                                         म                       म    

     उ      ? 

 Elections are not an overhead to be minimised but the recurring price of self-
government, ensuring that power remains answerable to the people. 
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           म                           ,                       म    ,                    

                                    

 The Justice Kurian Joseph Committee on Union-State Relations, constituted by the 
Government of Tamil Nadu, has recommended in Part I of its Report (February 2026) that 
the Bill should be withdrawn — a stance endorsed by the Tamil Nadu government. 

  म                         म                    म   (   –         )    अ              

    I (      2026)                                                , औ           

  म                म             

 The promised bene•ts of the ONOE proposal are overstated, while its structural harms 
are profound. 

                                   अ          ,                                    

 It distorts the Constitution‘s identity and violates the basic structure. 

                                     औ  म                    उ              

 India must avoid repeating Indonesia‘s mistake. 

        इ                                         
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09Mar. Onwards and upwards 

             औ                    

 The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts, 1992, mandate 33% reservation for 
women in panchayati raj institutions across India, including for the post of chairperson. 

 1992    73   औ  74                    अ     म प                                  

म              33%                     ,       अ                   

 C. Palanivel Rajan examines whether women have moved from being seen as ‗proxies‘ or 
‗rubber stamp‘ heads to achieving true empowerment. 

   .                                         ‗    ‘    ‗       ‘                            

                                 

 Hearteningly, many women leaders have indeed wrested real power. 

                      म                                               

 The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts of 1992, mandating 33% reservation 
for women in local self-governance institutions, are based on the premise that political 
participation is the ‗master key‘ that would allow marginalised groups to unlock the doors 
of justice and legal protection. 

 1992    73   औ  74                    अ     म,                          म       

       33%                     ,           प                                    ‗म    

     ‘              म            औ                                             

 Emphasising equality across all levels of governance — from panchayat to Parliament, 
the Indian federal system recognised that meaningful political participation of women 
must begin at the grassroots. 

                                    प   म     प                                        

                                                म                      

 However, a society deeply rooted in caste and patriarchy often overlooked their true 
potential, viewing them as mere ―proxies‖ or ―placeholders‖ for their male relatives. 

              औ                                                    म               

     औ           ―    ‖    ―      ‖     प             प                              

         

 Nevertheless, the system of reserving seats for women, across all rungs of society, has 
indeed fulfilled its purpose, bringing generations of women to the forefront, ready to claim 
their rightful space at various levels. 

        म                                                   प   प   उ    प            

औ  म                                         प                                        

 The State‘s youngest panchayat president, R. Sharukala, exemplifies an emerging, 
confident generation of powerful women in local governance. 

                         अ  ,   .       ,                                 औ  

        म             प                  

 Just 22 when elected to the Venkatampatti Panchayat, the engineering graduate 
embraced her role with a determination to succeed where many of her male predecessors 
had failed. 

      म                                           22            औ     इ                   

                                                    

 ―I come from a modest family of farmers and teachers with no political lineage.‖ 

 ―           औ                                                                      ‖ 

 ―My entry into politics was no accident, but a deliberate move to make a difference in my 
village,‖ Ms. Sharukala says. 

 ―                                      ,      प                                           ,‖ 

                

Bridging gaps 

   इ             
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 Ms. Sharukala recalls a milestone: connecting the Muthammalpuram Scheduled Caste 
habitation to the main village with a bridge. 

              प    उ                   : म       म अ                    म           

                   

 ―For over 30 years, the settlement remained isolated by a dividing river.‖ 

 ―30                                                  अ  -        ‖ 

 ―However, with the support of the administration, we bridged the gap — literally and 
socially,‖ she says. 

 ―                                  ई      म   औ    म                   ,‖         

    

 While there was no direct opposition, administrative slackness in sanctioning the required 
infrastructure demanded persistence and sustained legal follow-ups. 

                               ,                                                         ई    

                 औ                          प    

 Ms. Sharukala also tapped into 15th Finance Commission grants and Mines and Minerals 
funds to provide tap water connections to nearly 3,367 households across 23 villages. 

           15            अ      औ                प            23                3,367 

                     प         

 She faced charges of corruption from male officials and staff members, but dismissed 
them as baseless. 

          अ          औ   म                                 प  ,                          

       

Stifling women‘s voices 

 म                     

 The path for a woman panchayat leader is rarely easy. 

    म                                                   

 The experience of T. Panchavarnam, president of the Sirukudi Panchayat, proves it. 

                         .       म                             

 Despite winning the national Best Village Panchayat Award from the President of India in 
2023, she recalls persistent attempts by male colleagues to stifle her initiatives. 

 2023 म                                     म                                        

                                                             

 After she won the panchayat elections under the reservation quota, she was opposed by 
members of her own community. 

                                                    प    म                                

     प    

 Even for basic improvements like roads, streetlights, and projects, she had to navigate a 
labyrinth of bureaucratic delays and deep-seated prejudices. 

    ,       इ  औ                                                                  औ  

          म                                   प    

Caste-gender dynamics 

      औ                 

 Bhuvaneshwari Perumal, a Dalit, started as a noon-meal organiser at a government 
school. 

      म                 म                       म -   म             प              

 She has now become the first woman chairperson of the district panchayat council in 
Kallakurichi district. 

                                                   म     अ             

 Ms. Bhuvaneshwari recalled facing severe caste discrimination during her stint as a noon-
meal organiser. 
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              म -   म             प                                                   

               

 However, she soldiered on, and scored a number of achievements that benefited the 
villages. 

                              औ     उ                                            

Asserting agency 

                

 Author, activist, and researcher V. Geetha says the system has often failed to address 
discrimination faced by women panchayat leaders. 

       ,   म              औ            .                          म            

                                   म               

 However, she notes that the 33% reservation in panchayati raj institutions still represents 
a monumental shift. 

                                         म  33%                                    

         

 Women initially perceived as proxies often begin to assert their own agency once they 
understand administrative intricacies. 

            प                      ,                                      प          

                    

Relentless fight 

 अ         

 Despite severe injuries, Ms. Krishnaveni survived and decided to fight legally. 

                                           औ                   ई                     

 Throughout the 13-year legal battle, she faced threats and pressure to withdraw the case. 

 प    13                  ई               म      औ  म म                                   

प    

 However, her resolve remained unshakeable. 

                 अ         

 Her persistence was rewarded in 2024 when the Tirunelveli Special Court for SC/ST Act 
Cases sentenced six men to double life imprisonment. 

                 2024                              /           अ                    

                                  

Increasing awareness 

              

 In one such initiative, Mahila Sabha and Bala Sabha meetings were organised to educate 
women and students on the importance of grama sabha meetings. 

           प      म         औ                             म       औ             म 

                                                

 This practice fosters confidence among women to voice their opinions. 

         म           प                          प             

Changing tides 

              

 The Tamil Nadu Women Panchayat Presidents‘ Federation was established in the early 
2000s. 

   म      म            अ   म           प   2000                           

 It played a pivotal role in reinforcing the constitutional mandate of local leaders. 

                                अ                         म          म          
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 These efforts have helped shift the narrative from symbolic representation to active 
participation. 

                                                                                

 The increased visibility of such conflicts shows that deep-seated power structures are 
finally being challenged. 

                                                  म                                  

  म              

 Dalit women are now more frequently asserting their legal authority and refusing to remain 
silent. 

      म                    प                                औ              इ        
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09Mar. Iran clerics choose new Supreme Leader; U.S., Israel strikes set Tehran 
fuel depots ablaze 

 ई        म                            ; अम     -इ   इ   म                 ई    

        उ   

 Iran was preparing to reveal its new Supreme Leader on Sunday, even as U.S.-backed 
Israeli air strikes destroyed fuel dumps and triggered fires that choked much of Tehran in a 
thick blanket of smoke. 

 ई               प                                                 ,      अम       म     

इ   इ      ई  म       ई                       औ           ,                              

                ढ       

 The fuel depot strikes are the first time Iranian oil infrastructure has been targeted during 
the ongoing conflict. 

 ई             म                         प        ई         अ                               

          

 While Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said on Saturday that the Islamic Republic 
will not strike its West Asian neighbours unless attacks originated from their territory, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain all reported new attacks on Sunday. 

         ई               म                                 इ  म         प      म 

     ई          प                                                        ,        ऊ   

अ  ,    ई,       औ                                           

 An Indian national was among two killed in Saudi Arabia where a military projectile fell 
into a residential area in Al Kharj governorate, the Kingdom‘s civil defence said without 
identifying the victims. 

  ऊ   अ                                                      ,      अ                    

                              ,          म                      ,         प          

प                   

 Iran‘s clerical body tasked with choosing a successor to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei — who 
was killed just over a week ago in the strikes that triggered the war — has reached a decision, 
but is yet to name the new leader. 

 ई          म       ,             अ     म   ई                                   प         

—               प                                             —                    ,           

                                   

 ―The vote to appoint the leader has taken place and the leader has been chosen,‖ said 
Ahmad Alamolhoda, a member of the Assembly of Experts, as quoted by Iran‘s Mehr 
news agency. 

 ―                                       औ                            ,‖ अ      ऑ  

               अ म    म          ई       म     म                            

 Mr. Alamolhoda said the secretariat of the body would announce the name later. 

      म                                                            

 Khamenei's name as Iran‘s leader will continue, Hosseinali Eshkevari, another member of 
the Assembly said on Sunday. 

 अ                        अ                              ई                प      म   ई 

                   

 U.S. President Donald Trump warned on Sunday that Iran‘s next Supreme Leader would 
not last long without his approval, while Israel said its forces would not hesitate to target the 
new chief and members of the council that met to confirm him. 

 अम                                                    ई       अ                          

                               ,      इ   इ                                औ      प    

                                                          

 As the war entered its ninth day, Iran‘s Revolutionary Guards said they had enough 
supplies to continue their drone and missile war over West Asia for up to six months. 

         प                          ,    ई                                        प      म 

          प        औ   म  इ            म                         प      प         
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 Iran had so far used only first- and second-generation missiles, but would use ―advanced 
and less-used long-range missiles‖ in the coming days, it added. 

 ई                       औ                 म  इ        प           ,                      

   ―उ   औ   म उ         ई               म  इ  ‖             ,                

 Israel‘s reach was underlined by two new operations overnight: strikes against fuel dumps 
in and around Tehran, and an attack on a hotel in the heart of Lebanon‘s Beirut. 

 इ   इ                                   इ                    :        औ         प   ई    

     प       औ                                   प        

 Warplanes hit five oil facilities in overnight strikes in and around the Iranian capital, killing 
four people, the CEO of the national oil products distribution firm told state television. 

        म                           ई             औ         प   प                    

            ,                      ,                उ                     ई         

                   

 Tehran‘s Governor told the IRNA news agency that fuel distribution had been 
―temporarily interrupted‖. 

                     ई       म                       ई          ―अ           

     ‖            

 While the Iranian President reiterated his warning that the country ―will be forced to 
respond‖ against its neighbours if their territory was used to attack it, Saudi Arabia 
intercepted a wave of drones, Kuwait said an attack hit fuel tanks at its international 
airport, Bahrain reported a water desalination plant had been damaged, and the UAE said 
it thwarted incoming missiles. 

      ई                 प                                  प                   प              

         प                    ―                    म         ‖,       ऊ   अ                 

           ,                      अ             ई अ   प  ई          प         ,          

                                          , औ     ई                          म  इ    
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09Mar. Why did U.S. SC reject Trump‘s tariffs? 

अम                                               ? 

 On February 20, the U.S. Supreme Court delivered a decision that could reshape the legal 
boundaries of presidential trade power. 

20          अम                                                                       

         म                                 

 The court held that the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), which 
U.S. President Donald Trump relied on, does not authorise a President to impose 
tariffs. 

                 अ                            अ     म,     प  अम                    

                 ,                           अ                 

 It struck down the sweeping reciprocal and drug-trafficking-related tariffs imposed by 
Trump in 2025, calling them unconstitutional. 

          2025 म                                औ  म                                

अ                                      

What authority did Trump rely on? 

           अ         उ         ? 

 So far, Trump has used the IEEPA, a 1977 law, that allows the President to regulate 
certain economic transactions after declaring a national emergency. 

             1977          अ                            अ     म    उ         ,    

                                                                             अ  म   

         

 The emergency must address an ―unusual and extraordinary threat‖ originating outside 
the country. 

    प                     उ   अ  म   औ  अ                 प                      

         

 The IEEPA emerged out of the Trading with the Enemy Act, passed in 1917 when the 
United States entered the First World War. 

अ                            अ     म                         म          ,    1917 म  

  म                                     

 The law was intended to regulate trade with enemy nations. 

                                                            

 It has been used to freeze foreign assets held in American banks, block financial 
transfers, and impose sanctions on hostile governments and terrorist groups. 

      प    अम            म                                 ,                   , औ  

                                                                           

 However, before 2025, it was never used to impose tariffs. 

        2025         इ    उ                                                 

 After returning to office for his second term, Trump declared national emergencies tied to 
drug trafficking from Latin American countries and trade imbalances. 

 प                                                     अम               म               औ  

      अ                                         

 His administration imposed 25% tariffs on most goods from Canada and Mexico. 

                    औ  म                  अ         म        25%              

 It also imposed 10% tariffs on most goods from China. 

                           अ         म        10%                  

 A separate reciprocal tariff programme imposed at least a 10% duty on imports from 
virtually all trading partners. 

                          म                                               म    

 म 10%                
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 Some countries, including India, were hit with even higher tariff rates. 

         ,                  म    , प  इ       अ                       ई   

Why did the Supreme Court strike the tariffs down? 

                                     ? 

 The U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts and excises. 

अम                          ,     औ  उ              औ              अ             

       

 Congress also has the power to regulate trade with foreign countries. 

          प                                                अ             

 Tariffs fall squarely within that authority. 

      इ   अ         अ              

 The court concluded in a 6-3 ruling that the IEEPA does not authorise the President to 
impose tariffs. 

          6-3          म                                                     अ  म        

      

 Chief Justice John Roberts, in his opinion, cited a hodgepodge of tariffs announced by 
Trump. 

म                           प                                                         

      

 ―The President asserts the extraordinary power to unilaterally impose tariffs of 
unlimited amount, duration, and scope,‖ Justice Roberts wrote. 

   म                                अ   म  म   , अ    औ                                 

अ                              

 ―In light of the breadth, history, and constitutional context of that asserted authority, he 
must identify clear congressional authorisation to exercise it.‖ 

              इ         औ                       अ                                   

          अ  म            

Does this mean Trump can no longer impose tariffs? 

   इ    म              अ                     ? 

 No. The decision only forbids the use of the International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA) for imposing tariffs. 

                    अ                            अ     म    उ                       

              

 However, Donald Trump quickly announced a workaround after the ruling. 

                                                  उ                

 Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling, his administration announced a new temporary 
import duty that came into effect on February 24 for 150 days. 

    म                                           ई अ                              ,    

24          150                    ई  

 U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that the administration would return to similar 
tariff levels but through a less direct and more complex mechanism. 

अम          म                                    म                     ,        म 

    औ  अ                   

 Trump also indicated that his administration could use Sections 122, 301, and 232 to impose 
tariffs. 

                                     122, 301 औ  232     प                            

 Section 122 — Trade Act 1974 

     122 —       अ     म 1974 

 Section 122 of the Trade Act 1974 allows the U.S. President to impose tariffs up to 15% 
on a country. 
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      अ     म 1974         122             प                  अ    म 15%          

         अ  म            

 This can be done to address a ―large and serious balance-of-payments deficit‖ of the 
United States. 

   अम             औ                                प                            

 The tariff can remain in place for a maximum of 150 days unless extended by Congress. 

         अ    म 150                         ,                 इ               

 Section 301 — Trade Act 1974 

     301 —       अ     म 1974 

 Section 301 allows the United States to impose tariffs if a trading partner engages in unfair 
trade practices. 

     301                                   अ                  म     म              ,    

           प                     

 Section 232 — Trade Expansion Act 1962 

     232 —             अ     म 1962 

 Section 232 allows tariffs on specific sectors if the Secretary of Commerce determines 
that imports threaten national security. 

     232                                                ,                   म       

                                  

What role does Congress now play? 

अ                  म     ? 

 Congress sits at the centre of tariff authority for two key reasons. 

      अ               म               म     ,                       

 First, the U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to levy taxes and duties. 

प   , अम                 औ                                      

 Second, the Supreme Court relied heavily on this constitutional allocation while 
interpreting the IEEPA. 

     ,     म          ईईई                  म  इ                               

 Congress also determines the scope of executive trade authority through statutes. 

                  म  म                                      म              

 It can restrict presidential powers, require congressional approval for tariffs, or expand 
executive authority if it chooses. 

                                       म            ,              अ    अ  म   अ       

          ,                                      

 However, redesigning tariff authority would require bipartisan agreement. 

                                                       म              

 The court has made clear that sweeping tariffs must rest on a clear legislative 
foundation. 

                                                                        

 Will businesses that lost money to tariffs get refunds? 

                   उ                              म    ? 

 For months, American businesses and consumers bore the burden of higher tariffs. 

             अम              औ  उ           उ               उ      

 Although the court ruling declared the tariffs illegal, it did not create a refund 
mechanism. 

                           अ              ,                    ई              ई  

 According to a Goldman Sachs report, about $180 billion was collected through the now-
invalid tariffs. 

   म                                                        180 अ                   

    

 More than 1,000 companies, including major firms like FedEx, have filed lawsuits seeking 
refunds. 

           1000    अ                           म            म   म               
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 These cases are being heard in the U.S. Court of International Trade. 

                    अम      अ                                     

 The lawsuits seek compensation for millions of shippers who paid import duties and 
related fees on goods that should have entered duty-free. 

              उ                         म      म           ,                    प           

             -म                   

Does the court decision limit future Presidents? 

                                         म       ? 

 The ruling establishes a clearer statutory boundary on presidential trade powers. 

                                      अ                म                    

 Future Presidents will still retain authority to regulate trade. 

            प                                                   

 However, courts rely heavily on precedents. 

                    उ               अ                   

 As a result, future attempts to use emergency powers beyond their intended scope may 
face stricter judicial scrutiny. 

                                          म          उ                              

     अ                          

 
 
09Mar. Why are Finance Commission grants to cities still so limited? 

                         अ      अ      इ       म        ? 

 Cities continue to be the excruciating centres of capital accumulation at an 
unprecedented pace. 

    अ                              म                  

 Around 90% of total government revenue and nearly 67% of the country‘s GDP is 
generated through urban centres. 

                        90% औ                        67%                        

    

 Yet the recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission (FC) emphasise that cities 
must find avenues to increase their own source revenue and expand the tax base. 
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       16                               प                          अ                  

           औ                                              

 This is suggested even as the overall devolution of funds to urban local bodies remains 
limited. 

                                                               अ         म      

What do the numbers reveal? 

                 ? 

 Under the 15th Finance Commission, urban local bodies received roughly ₹1.2–1.3 lakh 
crore over five years. 

15                                                  म       1.2    1.3               

      

 India‘s GDP during that period hovered around ₹200–210 lakh crore. 

                               200    210                    प       

 The urban transfer therefore amounted to approximately 0.12–0.13% of GDP. 

                         म                                0.12    0.13           

 Under the 16th Finance Commission, urban local bodies are to receive around ₹3.56 lakh 
crore between 2026 and 2031. 

16                                         2026    2031             3.56          

               

 This translates to roughly ₹75,000 crore per year, which is far from adequate for urban 
transformation. 

                75,000                      ,                                   म    

      

 India‘s GDP by then is projected at roughly ₹400 lakh crore, meaning the ratio remains 
around 0.13% of GDP. 

                          400                                ,          प        

0.13                   

 Another catch is defining the ‗urban‘. 

   औ       ‗    ‘                        

 Data suggests the urban population will reach around 41% by 2031. 

                 2031                     41                   

 This means per capita devolution does not change significantly. 

                                     म  उ                          

 India‘s urban population crossed 470 million around 2020 and is projected to approach 
or exceed 600 million during the 2026–30 FC cycle. 

                    2020          47         अ             औ  2026–30        

        म  60                   उ    अ                        

 When urban grants are distributed across this expanded demographic base, per capita 
transfers stagnate or decline in real terms. 

        अ      इ              म                    ,                           

              म             

 Another issue concerns the utilisation of funds. 

   औ             उ                    

 Under the 15th Finance Commission, total grants to local bodies were about ₹4.36 lakh 
crore. 

15                                         4.36                       

 However, around ₹90,000–95,000 crore remained unspent or pending utilisation, 
including ₹30,000–35,000 crore meant for urban local bodies. 

           90,000    95,000                      ,       30,000    35,000           

                              

What are tied grants? 

      अ                ? 
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 Tied grants for cities refer to funds earmarked for specific sectors such as water supply, 
sanitation, and wastewater management. 

                   अ                               ,      औ  अ                   

                                     

 These tied grants hamper fiscal autonomy because cities must spend funds only on the 
specified categories. 

         अ                         म         ,                                     म     

                  

 The 16th Finance Commission approach is even more aggressive, leaving less 
flexibility for cities. 

16                      औ  अ           ,                             म             

 Cities are also subject to performance-based grants. 

                      अ                           

 This means funds will be released only when certain performance criteria are met. 

                                                म                       

 These include improving fiscal discipline, regular elections to local bodies, publishing 
audited accounts, and constituting State Finance Commissions. 

           अ              ,               म      म       ,                 , औ      

                            

 However, the issue arises because 20% of the funds are linked to additional conditions. 

                                   20          अ                         

 If these conditions are not met, cities will not receive that share. 

                          ,                           म      

 The key condition relates to increasing own source revenue (OSR) through property 
taxes and user charges. 

                 औ  उ                म  म                                      

 The benchmark set by the Finance Commission is to raise ₹1,200 per household through 
such revenues. 

                       म                         1,200                        

Why does it raise federal concerns? 

                   उ          ? 

 A sum of ₹10,000 crore is kept as a one-time incentive for peri-urban merger of urban 
villages with population above one lakh. 

10,000                     अ                                            म          

    प                        

 This raises two major problems. 

         म    म                  

 First, urban development is constitutionally a State subject. 

प   ,                       अ                      

 Therefore, federal intervention to induce such mergers may be problematic. 

                                                   म                    

 Merging peripheries of even 10% of urban towns could lead to imbalanced urban 
integration aimed mainly at increasing own source revenue. 

         10                                   म            ,         अ             

                        उ                                

 Second, in some States such as Kerala, rural local governments function effectively. 

                                    म    म                म                म          

 Merging rural areas into urban agglomerations could create administrative and civic 
complications. 

                     म     म   म                औ          म     उ               

 The 16th Finance Commission also remains largely silent on climate change. 

16                               म                  म                  
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 It also pays little attention to the growing pool of cess revenues collected by the Centre 
and kept outside the divisible pool. 

                       उ                              म            ,                

                    

 These cess collections amount to around 2.2% of GDP, roughly ₹8.8 lakh crore. 

   उ                        2.2      ,           8.8                   

 Much of this revenue is generated from cities, yet it does not appear in own source 
revenue calculations. 

                             उ          ,        इ                   म     म            

      

 The 16th Finance Commission appears to miss a fundamental principle — cities should be 
allowed to plan their own futures while the Centre acts as an enabler. 

16                म                अ                          —          अ    

                                 औ                  म                 

 After all, it is their money and they have a legitimate right to its utilisation. 

           उ            औ  उ    उ        उ        अ                  

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED  09 March  2026 

09Mar The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges 

         -                  उ        
 
 

 
 
09Mar. The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges 

         -                  उ        
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Canada–India economic engagement and CEPA negotiations 

     –                    औ    ई          

 Canada‘s Prime Minister Mark Carney concluded a landmark visit to India a week ago 
(February 27 to March 2, 2026), one that began with direct dialogue with India‘s business 
leaders in the financial capital of Mumbai and then shifted to the policy corridors of New 
Delhi with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

             म    म                                               (27          2 म    

2026) प      ,             म   ई म                                             औ            

 ई      म      म         म                               प      

 The visit was not symbolic. It was commercial. It was forward-looking. It was anchored in 
the recognition that India‘s growth story is one of the defining economic realities of our 
time. 

                                                 उ                  प            

                       म     म      म                    म            

 For too long, the Canada-India relationship was defined by episodic tensions and 
reactive diploMary. 

                 –            म - म     उ        औ                       

प                  

 With this visit, political will has been re-established at the highest levels and commercial 
doors have been opened. 

               उ  म                इ                    ई औ          अ         

          

 But opportunities, however promising, do not convert themselves into jobs, exports, or 
investment. 

      अ   ,                      ,  प    प       ,                    प                   

 That will require sustained engagement on both sides. 

                                       औ                   

 Big two-way opportunities exist for Canadian and Indian firms. 

     ई औ                                      म      अ              

 One of the most consequential moments of this visit was the formal signing of the Terms 
of Reference, which officially relaunched Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) negotiations. 

                म            म               ऑ            औ            ,        म  

                म                                  

 Both governments have committed to finalising this ambitious agreement by the end of 
the year and subsequently doubling bilateral trade to $70 billion by 2030. 

                 इ  म          म               अ      अ   म         औ         2030    

                70 अ                                        

 This matters for Indian business: a CEPA would reduce barriers for Indian exporters, 
create clearer rules for Indian investors in Canada, and expand access in sectors that 
range from technology to pharMareuticals. 

                            प      :   ई                                    म      , 

      म                               म       , औ                   औ           

प                    

 It would also give Indian firms a stronger platform into North America through a 
predictable, rules-based economy. 

                                म   औ     म        अ          म  म    उ    अम      

म  म     म                  

 Nevertheless, signing the Terms of Reference is only the starting point, not the finish line. 

           ऑ                               , अ   म          

 Trade agreements create frameworks but do not automatically generate market share. 

       म                       ,        प    प                उ              

 This new political alignment has established ideal conditions for companies on both 
sides to form partnerships, invest capital and build joint ventures. 
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                म                                                  ,                  औ  

      उ म               अ                              

 Already, it is clear what is possible. 

                           

Energy, minerals synergy, other areas 

ऊ   ,       म   औ  अ      

 The historic Canadian $2.6-billion, nine-year uranium supply agreement between the 
Government of India and Cameco demonstrates the level of trust that underpins 
strategic cooperation. 

           औ    म           2.6 अ        ई                        म         म     

                                                         

 Nuclear energy requires regulatory con•dence and long-term commitment, 
demonstrating that when political leadership aligns with commercial readiness, 
transformative agreements follow. 

  म    ऊ               म          औ                                ,              

                        औ                               ,                 म          

         

 Energy and critical minerals remain clear areas of complementarity. 

ऊ    औ  म                प                        प                  

 Canada is a ready supplier of responsibly produced oil and gas, uranium for clean 
baseload power, and critical minerals essential for electric vehicles and advanced 
manufacturing. 

                    उ          औ     ,            ऊ                  म, औ          

           उ       म                म                           प             

 India‘s scale and demand provide long-term market certainty. 

                   औ  म                                        

 At the same time, there is a signi•cant opportunity for Indian companies to expand their 
footprint in Canada. 

                                    म  अ    उ               म       अ              

 India‘s technology sector is globally competitive, with •rms such as HCL Technologies 
recently announcing investments in Canada‘s innovation ecosystem. 

                                          , औ                          प             

                          म                        

 Canada o•ers North American market access, deep Arti•cial Intelligence research 
clusters, stable regulations, and clean energy, making it a natural partner. 

      उ    अम                   ,     म     म   अ         म  ,        म      औ  

   ऊ                ,                                   

 In financial services, long-standing joint ventures such as Sun Life-Aditya Birla show that 
cross-border collaboration succeeds when both sides commit long-term. 

                     इ –                      म                  उ म                 

  म                                                                    

 Agriculture presents another opening. 

               औ  अ                  

 Canada‘s agri-food exporters can help complement India‘s food security and 
sustainability needs. 

             -                              औ                    प            

                   

 There is also an enormous opportunity for Canadian institutional investors and pension 
funds, which have now invested over Canadian $100 billion in India‘s infrastructure and 
real estate development, to further explore venture and public equity offerings. 

     ई                 औ                             अ      ,                       

               औ                  म  100 अ        ई         अ                 , औ     

उ म                    इ     अ         औ                         
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 Already, Fairfax India has committed to India‘s long-term development through significant 
investment in Bengaluru airport, and Brook•eld from telecom towers to renewable 
energy projects. 

प                  इ                   ईअ   म                                         

                         ई   , औ                  म                       ऊ    

                             

 India‘s urbanisation, logistics corridors, renewable energy build-out, and industrial 
parks require consistent capital. 

               ,                ,          ऊ          औ  औ                  

                               

 Canada can provide it. 

      इ   उ                 

 Conversely, Indian infrastructure and technology firms will •nd opportunities in 
Canada‘s digital infrastructure sectors, clean energy, and advanced manufacturing. 

       प           अ        औ                                    अ       ,    

ऊ    औ  उ       म                  प       

The next phase 

अ        

 Mr. Carney has also extended an invitation to Mr. Modi to visit Canada, an important 
signal that this renewed partnership is intended to be sustained and reciprocal. 

म                म         म                      म              ,                           

                   औ                        

 A new window of opportunity has opened. 

अ           ई            ई     

 India has trade deals with trusted allies such as Australia, the United Kingdom, New 
Zealand, the European Union, and the United States. 

        ऑ       ,     इ         म,        ,             औ            अम           

                                म         

 Canada continues to diversify its economic partnerships amid geopolitical uncertainty. 

        -         अ               अ                                                    

    

 Closer alignment with India is complementary and strategic in today‘s geopolitical 
environment. 

                               -                 म       औ              

 This is a defining moment for Canada and India‘s joint economic futures. 

         औ                                                    

 It is an opening shaped by a changing world and renewed political resolve. 

                          औ   ई                     उ   अ        

 Companies have an opportunity to seize the momentum with action, ambition, and 
conviction. 

            प           , म         औ                  इ  अ           उ        म    
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GS Paper III: S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED  09 March  2026 

09Mar How duty cuts in cancer drugs will ease burden for patients 

                  म             म              म       

09Mar Why are AI-generated animal videos on the rise and what harm can they 
cause? 

AI                                       औ                            ? 
 

 
 

09Mar. How duty cuts in cancer drugs will ease burden for patients 

                  म             म              म       

 While private hospitals charge more than public facilities for cancer treatment, the 
relative financial burden is higher in the government sector. 

          अ          उ                                                        ,     

                                               

Cancer Treatment Costs and Duty Reduction on Cancer Medicines in India 

     म       उ             औ                    म   म  
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 The most expensive disease just got a little more affordable to treat in India. 

     म       म                    म       अ                    

 Cancer treatment costs are three times higher than the hospitalisation expenditure for 
any average ailment in the country. 

     उ                              म     म       अ                          अ    

    

 Its medicines form the single largest component of expenditure in public hospitals, 
especially in rural areas. 

                    अ       म                              ,           म         म   

 The full exemption of basic customs duty proposed on 17 cancer-related drugs and 
medicines in the Budget acts as a welcome balm for the stinging costs of life-saving 
care. 

    म  17                      म     म                           प       ऊ            

 म              म     म                

 With India recording a 26.4% rise in cancer incidence between 1990 and 2023, among 
the highest increases globally, the cost of treating the disease has become a severe 
burden. 

1990    2023             म          म म    म  26.4%                  ,        म       अ    

          म          ,        प                                

 As the disease spreads, the financial strain on patients is deepening faster than the 
health system‘s ability to absorb it. 

    -                   ,        प                           म      अ                   

    

 According to the 2017-18 National Sample Survey (NSS) on health, the average cost for a 
typical hospital stay was ₹20,135, while cancer patients spent over ₹61,000 per visit. 

2017-18            म          (   )             म   अ            औ        

₹20,135   ,           म                  ₹61,000    अ                      

 These figures represent national averages, including both public and private healthcare 
facilities. 

                औ               ,                औ                             म      

 When the data is disaggregated by facility type, a worrying trend emerges. 

             अ                अ      अ               ,                        म   

        

 While private hospitals charge over four times more than public facilities for cancer 
treatment, the relative financial burden is actually higher in the government sector. 

             अ          उ                   अ                   अ               ,     

                              म  अ             

 In private hospitals, the average cost of cancer care ₹93,305 was roughly three times 
that of a typical hospitalisation ₹31,845 in 2017-18. 

     अ       म       उ        औ        ₹93,305   ,      म   अ         ₹31,845 

(2017-18)                  अ        

 In contrast, a cancer stay in a public hospital ₹22,520 costs about five times as much as 
a standard admission ₹4,452. 

       प           अ     म       उ        औ        ₹22,520   ,      म       

₹4,452                   अ        

 This higher ‗cost multiplier‘ in the public sector suggests that cancer care places a 
disproportionately heavy strain on the resources of the poor. 

                                                    उ                           अ म   

                          

 The financial strain is even more pronounced when the data is disaggregated by location. 

                            अ               ,               औ  अ                   

 In rural public hospitals, the cost multiplier for cancer treatment climbs to 5.5x, 
compared to 4.1x in urban public facilities. 

  म          अ       म       उ                     5.5         प           ,      

            अ       म     4.1          
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 Notably, this rural-urban disparity is far less significant in the private sector, where the 
relative cost burden remains more consistent regardless of location. 

                            म    म  -     अ          म   ,                            

                  म            

Widening gap 

      ई   ई 

 It is also significant that this gap in public hospitals was not nearly as wide in 2014. 

         प                 अ       म     अ    2014 म  इ                 

 According to the 2014 NSS on health, the average cost of cancer care in private 
hospitals ₹78,050 was roughly three times that of a typical hospitalisation ₹25,850. 

2014                       म                         अ       म       उ        औ   

     ₹78,050   ,      म   अ         ₹25,850                  अ        

 This indicates that the cost multiplier for private hospitals remained consistent in the 
four years leading up to 2017-18 data. 

                            अ       म            2017-18               म        म   

     

 In contrast, in 2014, a cancer stay in a public hospital ₹24,526 costs about four times as 
much as a standard admission ₹6,120. 

       प    2014 म         अ     म       उ             ₹24,526   ,      म       

₹6,120                  अ        

 It is important to note that this cost multiplier for public hospitals increased from 4 in 
2014 to 5 in 2017-18. 

               प                 अ       म            2014    4         2017-18 म  5    

     

 A look at hospitalisation costs shows that medicines form the single largest component 
of medical expenditure across both public and private hospitals. 

                      प                             औ             अ       म         

                              

 This pattern holds in both rural and urban India. 

           म   औ                  म   म             ई          

 In public hospitals, where doctor and surgeon fees are negligible, spending on 
medicines accounts for about 40% to 50% of the total expense. 

       अ       म ,           औ                         ,                          

        40%    50%          

 Even in private hospitals, where doctor fees and package costs are substantial, 
medicines still account for around 20% to 25% of the bill. 

     अ       म    ,                  औ             अ           ,                       

        20%    25%               

 This trend highlights that medicines comprise a larger share of out-of-pocket cancer care 
costs for poorer patients in government hospitals. 

                             अ       म       म                  उ                  म  

              अ             

 This makes the recent duty reduction a key intervention. 

                म      म      ई  म     म                         
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09Mar. Why are AI-generated animal videos on the rise and what harm can 
they cause? 

AI                                       औ                            ? 

 Open up Instagram, Meta AI, TikTok, YouTube Shorts, or X on your phone and it won‘t be 
long before you scroll to a short video clip showing animals and humans sharing a 
bizarre encounter. 

 प       प  Instagram, Meta AI, TikTok, YouTube Shorts    X                         प   

                        ई         म        औ  इ          अ    म               

                  

 While an AI-generated video of a man taking an underwater selfie with a shark is easy to 
identify as fake, more realistic generative AI videos can warp the way we think about 
wild animals and their behavioural traits, putting both them and us in danger. 

                                                    ई             प              , 

                               ई                      औ  उ                  म   म    

                       ,       म    औ                   म              

Why are AI animal deepfakes on the rise? 

  ई                         ? 

 This is thanks to a barrage of Generative AI tools that allow users to enter text prompts in 
everyday language and produce hyper-realistic videos at scale. 

             ई                      ,     प                         म           

            म       अ                               अ  म            

 These videos can then be easily uploaded online. 

                               ऑ   इ  अ                      

 As platforms like Meta pivot to short-form videos to compete with TikTok, while X 
rewards virality and engagement, users are incentivised to create and share more low-
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cost, low-effort content. 

   Meta TikTok                       -  म                          औ  X          औ  

     म                   ,     प              म      औ   म म                      औ  

                         म        

 As a result, viewers might see gorillas breaking out of zoo enclosures, crocodiles 
gobbling up their handlers, dying lions surrendering their cubs to humans, fishermen 
rescuing polar bears, and monkeys dancing with children. 

     प       प                              , अ                      म  म , म    

              अ              म               , म                                  औ       

                                       

 These videos are generally called ―AI slop‖ because of their low-grade entertainment 
value and short length. 

                   प  ―AI slop‖                         म             म       औ      

     अ             

 They are often shared with sensationalised captions or presented as if they are real news 
events. 

                                                                                   

        म                 

 Viewers end up wasting time trying to determine whether the content is real or AI-
generated. 

                      म   म                        म                  ई         ई  ई 

    

 Violence is also a major attraction in AI animal videos. 

  ई            म               म                     

 Examples include a giraffe decapitated by an overhead bridge, a gorilla smashing a tiger 
with a boulder, a hippo excreting in another animal‘s face like a missile, a crazed shark 
mauling a swimmer, and a whale chasing an Arctic fox. 

            ऊ                                      ,                           म    , 

     ई            म  इ                             म       ,                         

 म        औ                    म                          

 These videos may appear with or without melodramatic storylines. 

                                  औ                           ई          

 They are reshared, repeated, and re-adapted by others hoping to go viral. 

                  उ    म     -                     ,                 औ        म       

              

What harm can AI animal videos cause? 

  ई                                   ? 

 AI-generated animal videos can gather millions of views on platforms like X and 
YouTube. 

  ई                            X औ  YouTube           म                            

    

 They reach viewers across different age groups with varying levels of media education 
and digital literacy. 

                        औ  अ  -अ   म                                            

           

 In essence, AI animal videos can change our relationships with animals. 

     प      ई                            म                            

 For example, a video of a little girl feeding puppies or a boy dancing with a monkey 
might appear harmless and heart-warming. 

                                                                                      

         औ                      

 However, such videos downplay the dangers of children approaching animals without 
expert supervision. 
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                                                                                 म      

           

 This is especially risky in countries struggling with diseases like rabies. 

          प                                          म                      

 Research in this area is ongoing, but a September 2025 report titled ‗Threats to 
conservation from artificial-intelligence-generated wildlife images and videos‘ 
(Conservation Biology, 40, e70138) explores how AI images and videos of animals might 
undermine conservation efforts by spreading misinformation. 

          अ               ,              2025           ‗Threats to conservation from 

artificial-intelligence-generated wildlife images and videos‘ (Conservation Biology, 40, 

e70138)                  ई                      औ                                  

           म                

 According to the report, AI animal videos can make social media users believe that 
endangered or vulnerable species are easy to find around them. 

  प                ई                 म      उ                                       

           म             उ                    म           

 Exposure to inaccurate AI animal videos could also confuse children on social media 
and set back efforts to identify diverse types of animals or distinguish native species. 

      ई                     म                     प       म   म                 औ  

                                                    अ                               

              

 Other possible outcomes outlined in the report could directly harm animals. 

  प                          प                                            

 These include overtourism caused by AI-generated animal sightings. 

       ई                                         अ                     

 They also include spreading the false idea that animals have human behavioural traits 
such as affection for children (anthropomorphism). 

                                म                म  म                                        

        (anthropomorphism)  

 Another risk is making exotic pets look attractive despite laws prohibiting wildlife 
trafficking. 

   औ                                                                               

 The report notes that some AI videos depict implausible interspecific interactions. 

  प                           ई        अ       अ                           

 For example, affiliative behaviour between different species, including predators and 
prey or parasites and hosts. 

                                     म             ,             औ                  

औ  म              

 Some videos also show friendships between humans and wild animals. 

           म      औ                        म                  

 This can be dangerous if a human fails to recognise a wild animal as a potential threat 
during an encounter. 

                           ई     म                                               

   म          म  अ            

How do conservation groups feel about AI? 

       म     ई         म             ? 

 According to Dipankar Ghose, Senior Director – Biodiversity Conservation at WWF-
India, the responsible application of generative AI can assist conservation experts. 

WWF-India                                                                     ई    

        उ                       म               

 The organisation uses AI to identify images of large mammals captured by camera traps. 

           म        म                                                     ई    उ     
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 AI can separate hundreds of images by species within minutes. 

            म     म                               अ      अ               

 If done manually, the same process would take several days. 

                   प                इ    ई                 

 AI is also used in bioacoustics analysis and for creating data-driven conservation 
content. 

        प                      औ      -               म         म          

         

 However, Ghose strongly criticised AI videos of animals made purely for entertainment. 

                    म                        ई                              

 He described it as a dangerous trend involving hyper-realistic fake clips, such as tigers 
picking up people from their beds or leopards drinking water from a child‘s bottle. 

                                    अ                                       ,          

            उ            उ                                                      

 He warned that such content is a nightmare for conservationists and wildlife managers. 

                                              औ                                         

 It is particularly problematic for forest department officers and field staff. 

          प                अ          औ                      प             

 Fake AI wildlife videos can manipulate public perception. 

                                                          

 This manipulation could trigger retaliatory violence against wild animals. 
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09Mar. Cheetahs moving from Kuno to Rajasthan showing ‗natural territorial 
behaviour‘: NTCA 

                            ‗                   ‘            : NTCA 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), a body under the Union Environment 
Ministry, said on Sunday that cheetahs travelling from the Kuno National Park in Madhya 
Pradesh to Baran district in Rajasthan were showing ―natural territorial behaviour‖. 

                          (NTCA),                  म                        ,           

          म                      उ                                              ―        

           ‖              

 This follows media reports since late February that two cheetahs from Kuno had been 
tracked in the Mangrol range and the Banjh Amli Conservation Reserve of Baran district 
after travelling 60 km to 70 km from Kuno National Park. 

                               म                                                             

        म          औ       अम                               ,                   उ       60 

  म     70   म                         

 The cheetahs, called KP2 and KP3, are among the first generation of cubs born in India to 
African cheetahs translocated in 2022. 

        ,           KP2 औ  KP3   , 2022                     अ                          

                                 

 Both cheetahs are being tracked round the clock via satellite and are radio-collared. 

                      इ     म  म                                     औ                          

            

 They are being monitored by a joint inter-State team, with field teams deployed from the 
Kishanganj and Anta forest ranges in Rajasthan. 

                       अ   -        म                  ,                         औ  

अ                    म                  

 ―Long-distance dispersal across landscape boundaries is a well-documented, natural 
territorial behaviour in cheetahs. 

 ―                     म       प                                                        
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 The Project Cheetah Action Plan explicitly anticipates and provides for inter-State 
movement within the Kuno–Gandhi Sagar metapopulation landscape,‖ the NTCA noted. 

                        प        –           म                          अ   -

          म             औ                   ,‖ NTCA               

 ―These movements reinforce the strategic rationale for the proposed 17,000-sq. km Kuno-
Gandhi Sagar inter-State wildlife corridor spanning seven Rajasthan and eight Madhya 
Pradesh districts.‖ 

 ―                     17,000       म      -           अ   -                       

        औ                    ,                  औ  म                              

   ‖ 

 Nine cheetahs from Botswana arrived on February 28 as part of the government‘s Project 
Cheetah, which aims to reintroduce the species in India after it became extinct in the 
country in 1952. 

                    28                                       ,            1952           

                               म                      

 The animals, six females and three males, were transported by an Indian Air Force cargo 
aircraft to Gwalior Air Base and then flown by helicopter to Kuno National Park. 

           ,          म    औ           ,                              म                   

                औ                              उ    प            

 Botswana will become the third African country to send cheetahs to India under the 
programme, after earlier translocations from Namibia and South Africa since the project 
began in September 2022. 

                                                        अ              ,            प    

       2022    प                          म      औ       अ                             

       

 Including the animals from Botswana, 29 adult cheetahs have been translocated from 
Africa since 2022. 

                            2022          अ        29                             

        

 Nine of them have died from various causes. 

                               म                

 Twenty-eight cubs have been born in India and around 12 have died so far. 

 अ  ई            म         औ             12    म                

 Three adult cheetahs are housed in the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, also in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

              म                           अ                    
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09Mar. Cooling effect: on the wane 

          :  म         

Global warming acceleration confirmed by new study 

   अ                                         

 A new study published in Geophysical Research Letters has confirmed that global 
warming has entered a phase of significant acceleration. 

Geophysical Research Letters                 अ       प                              

म                                       

 For decades, the earth‘s temperature rose at a steady rate of about 0.2 degree Celsius per 
decade. 

                       म        0.2                                            

 Recent record-breaking years sparked a debate among scientists about whether this pace 
was increasing but natural events such as volcanic eruptions and solar cycles frustrated 
efforts to find a definitive answer.  
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                                                                                        , 

          म           औ                                   उ                      

            

 University of Potsdam researchers addressed this by stripping away these natural factors 
from five major global temperature datasets to reveal what they have said is a clearer 
underlying trend. 

       म                                 म            म                               

            अ       अ                              

 Per their analysis, reported with 98% confidence, global warming has indeed accelerated, 
with the shift becoming statistically significant around the year 2015. 

                     ,    98%                              ,                    म      

 ई   , औ     प                2015      प                  म               

 In fact, the earth appears to have warmed faster over the last decade than during any 
other decade on record. 

       ,           म             म                      म              अ         

                      

 The authors said the cause was likely a drop in aerosol levels: these pollutants reflect 
sunlight and mask some of the warming caused by greenhouse gases. 

                                            म           :                          

                 औ       उ                                                  

 But as countries cleaned up air pollution, they inadvertently removed their cooling effect, 
allowing the world to feel the full heat of global warming. 

                                 म     ,                                                , 

                                       म  म               

 The implications are urgent. 

          म अ            औ            

 The researchers have projected that at the newfound rate, the earth could breach the 1.5 
°C limit established by the Paris Agreement by 2030. 

                                    ई    प       2030           म                   1.5 

°C   म                     

 In turn this suggests that current efforts to curb emissions are insufficient and that to 
buck this trend, humankind may have to reach net-zero emissions far more quickly. 

                       उ         म            म        अ        , औ                    

       म                    उ            अ                           
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09Mar. India‘s renewable transition caught between stranded power and 
institutional inertia 

                  ऊ       म         :       ई       औ                 

    

 India‘s renewable energy sector is in the midst of an extraordinary build-out. 

                  ऊ                                                

 Capacity targets are being met, investments are flowing in, and the country has positioned 
itself as a global clean-energy leader. 

  म      प                 ,               , औ                         ऊ             प    

   प           

 But beneath these headline achievements lies a troubling operational reality. 

               उ           प                                     प         

 Take the example of Rajasthan, where more than 4,000 MW of fully commissioned 
renewable capacity is unable to evacuate power during peak hours, due to grid 
congestion. 
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                    ,      प             4,000 म                         म            

         म                                प          

 This issue was highlighted as a priority risk for India‘s energy transition at the Bharat 
Climate Forum (BCF) 2026, where policymakers, system planners, developers, and 
financiers converged on the view that transmission congestion and operational 
conservatism, rather than generation shortfalls, are now among the most binding 
constraints to scale. 

                 ऊ       म                     म     प           इम      म (BCF) 

2026             ,             म    ,    म     ,        औ                      प  प     

         म     म औ                     ,      उ         म ,                      

               

 Rajasthan has approximately 23 GW of commissioned renewable capacity, but the 
available evacuation margin stands at about 18.9 GW. 

                23               प            म     ,        प           म   

     18.9             

 If curtailment were distributed proportionately, peak-hour losses would be around 15% – 
operationally inconvenient, but financially manageable. 

           (    म  )       प                            म            15%      —           

                        प                 

 Instead, the burden falls entirely on projects with Temporary General Network Access (T-
GNA), which face 100% shutdowns during peak solar hours, while projects with 
Permanent GNA continue uninterrupted. 

           प                                (T-GNA)              प  प      ,          

             100%          प      ,        म     GNA                                   

    

 This binary approach concentrates financial distress on generators who commissioned 
projects in good faith, met their timelines, and secured all necessary clearances. 

                              प                                                      

    ,  म   म  प       औ           अ  म               

 More troubling is the persistent under-utilisation of transmission infrastructure itself. 

 औ                              म   अ                   म उ                

 High-capacity 765 kV double-circuit corridors, each designed to evacuate around 6,000 
MW and costing ₹4,000–5,000 crore, are often operated at 600–1,000 MW. 

              765                       ,           6,000 म                           

          औ             ₹4,000–5,000        ,     600–1,000 म       प                  

    

 Utilisation levels below 20% are becoming routine. 

 उ        20%                                       

 Therefore, several commissioned projects remain connected but unable to inject power 
due to gaps in associated transmission readiness. 

                                                                                           

      म                        

Institutional mandate 

              

 This brings us to an important question about institutional responsibility. 

                                      प                      

 Should the national grid operator‘s mandate be limited solely to maintaining stability, or 
does it extend to maximising the utilisation of publicly funded assets within safe operating 
parameters? 

               ऑ                                                                      

                                         अ    म उ                        ? 

 These transmission investments, now exceeding ₹1 lakh crore nationally, are recovered 
through consumer tariffs. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
6

 

          म        ,              प  ₹1                    , उ                            

             

 When high-capacity corridors operate far below their design capacity, customers pay for 
infrastructure that delivers only a fraction of its intended value. 

                          प       इ   म                     ,     प                  

                          प   उ    म                               

 At the same time, renewable generation remains stranded, compounding inefficiencies 
across the power system. 

                  उ                    ,       प                 अ म                 

 The risks are asymmetrically distributed. 

     म अ म                    

 Persistent under-utilisation of transmission assets carries limited institutional 
consequences. 

       म                       म उ               प              म          

 There are no automatic utilisation benchmarks, no formal review triggers, and little 
transparency when performance falls short. 

            उ     म   , औप       म       ,                  प  प                        

 Renewable generators, by contrast, absorb the full commercial impact of congestion. 

        प             ऊ    उ           म    प                           

Solutions not deployed 

  म                      

 The primary constraints cited in Rajasthan are voltage oscillations and the risk of grid 
instability. 

                            उ   -     औ      अ                             

 These are real challenges, but they are not insurmountable. 

                       ,       अ             

 Technologies such as STATCOMs, advanced reactive-power devices, and special 
protection schemes are globally deployed and well understood within India‘s technical 
ecosystem. 

 STATCOM,                 उ     औ                                         प  

 प          औ                                                   

 Many new plants are already equipped with static VAR generators and harmonic filters, 
yet remain unable to inject power or provide system-support services due to conservative 
operating envelopes. 

                  प             VAR        औ    म                ,                     

                                    म  म                             

 The key issue is increasingly institutional responsiveness rather than technical feasibility. 

                     म                           म                   

 Months pass sans published deployment timelines, staged mitigation plans or clarity on 
accountability while thousands of megawatts idle. 

                                      म   म ,        म                                 

  ,             म                           

No accountability 

   ई               

Grid security is non-negotiable. 

            म                    

 But when stability becomes the sole metric of performance, the system naturally gravitates 
toward excessive conservatism. 

                                  म                ,                   प          
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 Operating a 765 kV corridor at 15-20% utilisation may be the safest short-term choice, but it 
is not the most responsible one when evaluated against system cost, consumer interest, 
and national energy commitments. 

 765                 15-20% उ     प                 प                     ,       

          , उ          औ         ऊ                                                    

    

 Globally, advanced grid operators are moving beyond static security frameworks. 

          प          ऑ                                         

 They employ dynamic security assessment, real-time contingency management, 
probabilistic risk evaluation and adaptive line ratings, enabling higher utilisation while 
maintaining reliability. 

          म        म      ,     -  इम            ,                    म म       

औ           इ             प           ,            उ                  औ               

             

 These approaches require greater operational vigilance – but that is precisely what modern, 
renewable-heavy grids demand. 

                                                         — औ                      

ऊ                           

A disconnect 

    अ      

 There is also a structural misalignment between planning and operations. 

       औ                            अ              

 The Central Transmission Utility plans corridors based on projected renewable capacity. 

             म                               म           प                             

 General Network Access is allocated to developers on the assumption that planned 
transmission will deliver corresponding evacuation capability. 

                      प              प                                म               

 म               

 Developers invest accordingly. 

     प                                

 But when CTU plans for 6,000 MW, allocates GNA on that basis, and Grid India operationally 
permits only 1,000 MW to flow, the system creates a credibility problem. 

          CTU 6,000 म                        ,          प  GNA        , औ      इ      

               1,000 म                        ,                               प             

 Planning assumptions and operational realities diverge so sharply that the regulatory 
compact breaks down. 

                      औ                                               म         

      प           

 Developers plan billion-rupee investments based on connectivity approvals and 
transmission timelines, only to discover physical infrastructure does not translate into 
usable capacity. 

     प             अ  म    औ        म    म   म          प  अ                        

  ,              प                    अ                उ       म      प                   

 The risk of this mismatch falls almost entirely on generators. 

    अ                    प        ऊ    उ       प  प        

 Institutions responsible for planning or operations face minimal consequences when actual 
performance deviates drastically from design intent. 

                     इ  उ                      ,                                   

                      म       प        

Path forward 

        म    
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 Addressing this requires institutional rebalancing, not dilution of grid security. 

                                         ,                        

 First, Grid India must be explicitly mandated – and rigorously evaluated – not only to 
maintain stability but also to maximise asset utilisation within safe operational limits. 

 प   ,     इ             प                             — औ                             

—                                                म                  उ        

अ    म      

 Performance metrics should include both reliability and efficiency. 

       म                     औ                               

 Second, curtailment in capacity-constrained regions must be distributed proportionately 
across all generators, rather than imposed entirely on T-GNA projects. 

      ,  म      म               म       उ          अ                              ,      

     T-GNA         प            

 The current binary treatment may align with regulatory categories, but it produces 
inequitable commercial outcomes. 

                                म                          ,          अ म            

     म प             

 Third, unused or under-utilised GNA capacity should be dynamically reallocated through 
transparent, real-time protocols. 

      ,    प         म उ          GNA  म      प          -  इम                    

        प                                 

 Where evacuation headroom exists within safe margins, it must be made accessible. 

                                  म   उ      ,     उ                      

 Fourth, when major transmission assets persistently fail to deliver expected usable 
capacity, formal review mechanisms must be automatically triggered. 

     ,               म             प     उ       म           प    ,    औप       म        

                    

 These reviews should evaluate whether constraints are technical, operational, or the result 
of delayed system strengthening, and findings should be published. 

                                                     ,                 म          म  

               , औ                               

 Transparency strengthens public confidence in grid governance. 

                                                       

System that delivers 

      म                 

 Rajasthan‘s congestion and subsequent curtailment crisis is not inevitable. 

                 म औ               म                         

 It is the product of institutional choices – about how cautiously we operate, how we allocate 
responsibility, and how we value public capital. 

                      प         —                                        ,                      

   औ                                       

 India‘s clean-energy transition will succeed not merely by building infrastructure at scale, 
but by ensuring it works efficiently, equitably, and in the interest of consumers. 

            ऊ       म           प      प  अ          म                    ,        

                               ,           औ  उ                       

 Stability is foundational. 

                   

 But when stability comes at the cost of chronic asset under-utilisation, stranded 
renewable capacity, and inequitable risk allocation, the system imposes costs that neither 
developers nor consumers should be asked to bear indefinitely. 

                                         म उ    ,       ई           म   औ  

अ म       म           प           प  ,                प                           औ    

   उ                                        
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 The grid exists to deliver power, not to warehouse it. 

                             ,                        

 India‘s renewable future depends on infrastructure that works, institutions that are 
accountable, and operational frameworks that balance security with performance. 

                           अ       ,                 औ                प                

         औ                                

 All three must be in place if the transition is to rest on credible ground. 

           म                       प          ,                                    

 


