9971932488

H YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAPER

09 MARCH 2026

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PCS Special: | 09 March

09Mar | Centre asks Bengal to give report on President’s visit

pufa & 9 w® 31 B Fg A I A BT

09Mar | Assam and Manipur announce financial incentives for women

3 Y 3R AforgR A ufgarsit & fore faxfta wicag 1 wion &

09Mar | The professor’s lecture was pedestrian
BT ARSI ATYRT / TR YT

09Mar | A red-letter day for the Men in Blue

W 1 <7 & forg v efdeiies fa

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in o

Pagel




wiww. patriotic

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Centre asks Bengal
to give report on
President’s visit

NEW DELHI

A day after President Drou-
padi Murmu expressed dis-
appointment over the Ma-
mata Banerjee
government’s  arrange-
ments for the International
Santal Conference in Dar-
jeeling, the Union Home
Ministry on Sunday sought
a report from the West
Bengal Chief Secretary on
the alleged violations of
protocol laid down in the
“Blue Book” and poor se-
curity arrangements dur-
ing the President’s visit.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan asked West
Bengal Chief Secretary
Nandini Chakravorty to
submit the report detailing
the violations of protocol
and lapses in security ar-
rangements along the Pre-
sident’s motorcade route
and at the venue by 5 p.m.
on Sunday, a government
source said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday ac-
cused the Trinamool Con-
gress of insulting the
President, the Constitu-
tion, and democratic prin-
ciples. Speaking in New
Delhi, Mr. Modi said the
“arrogant politics” of the
Trinamool would soon be
defeated. Terming the
treatment meted out to the
President “heart-wrench-
ing”, Mr. Modi alleged the
Trinamool government did
not make proper arrange-
ments for the event.

“This is an insult to the
President, the Constitution
and its spirit, and the de-
mocratic principles of the
country,” he said, adding
that the Trinamool also in-

sulted the “mothers and
sisters” of the country.

“Today, as the country
celebrates Women’s Day, |
want to share something
very painful,” he said.
“Yesterday, the Trinamool
government insulted the
President. She had gone
there to participate in a
sacred event of the Santhal
community, but the Trina-
mool, instead of participat-
ing in it, boycotted the
event.”

Security arrangements
for the President, Vice-Pre-
sident and Prime Minister
are made according to gui-
delines contained in their
respective ‘Blue Books’ is-
sued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the SPG
Act.

According to protocol,
the Chief Minister or senior
Ministers are expected to
receive the President at the
airport. However, neither
Ms. Banerjee nor any Mi-
nister was there to receive
Ms. Murmu, who was in-
stead welcomed by Siliguri
Mayor Gautam Deb. On Sa-
turday, Ms. Murmu ex-
pressed displeasure over
the change of venue of the
conference and the ab-
sence of Ms. Banerjee and
her Ministers during her
visit.

The West Bengal As-
sembly election is expect-
ed to be held in the next
few months.

Responding to the criti-
cism, Ms. Banerjee ac-
cused the President of
speaking “on the advice of
the BJP”, and questioned
her “silence” on the al-
leged atrocities against tri-
bals in Manipur.

(With inputs from PTD)
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O9Mar. Centre asks Bengal to give report on
President’s visit

Tgufa #t g i) R & 1 Fg A sma d
G|

e A day after President Droupadi Murmu
expressed disappointment over the Mamata Banerjee
government’s arrangements for the International
Santal Conference in Darjeeling, the Union Home
Ministry on Sunday sought a report from the West
Bengal Chief Secretary on the alleged violations of
protocol laid down in the “Blue Book™ and poor
security arrangements during the President’s visit.
Tyufa sudt g g1 STl & smaiferd gexawma
HdTd T o [ HHAT S5l IRPR BT qaeuTaii
IR PRI e HA & U e a1, Heig g warery A
fqaR &1 ufdw §a & g7 9fa ¥ ‘s g7 |
FuiRa diciia & HRIT Iecia SR AFUTd ST a1 &
SR SR YR&T sAgeITait W RUie Aft

e Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan asked
West Bengal Chief Secretary Nandini Chakravorty to
submit the report detailing the violations of protocol and
lapses in security arrangements along the President’s
motorcade route and at the venue by 5 p.m. on
Sunday, a government source said.

FIg T fa Midg Hig A uf¥d e 1 g=1
|fq =ife Teradf 3 Fel for a & dicyds

3R BRIFHH R TR Y& a1t § g3 bl 3R
JIcihid Jeeigl o1 fda=ul &d gu Ruld IAaR =M 5 a1t
TP URgd B, Th IRBRI AT - BT

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
accused the Trinamool Congress of insulting the
President, the Constitution, and democratic
principles.

YUTHAT g A 7 AJIR ] JUre HIUH TR Irgufa,
AT SR Aipdite Rigidal &1 UM $HRA T 3R
SRR

e Speaking in New Delhi, Mr. Modi said the
“arrogant politics” of the Trinamool would soon be
defeated.

7% foweht & Sera g o At 3 et i qurge @t
«3EHTRI IS g & ORI gt

e Terming the treatment meted out to the
President “heart-wrenching”, Mr. Modi alleged the
Trinamool government did not make proper
arrangements for the event.

RYUfd & WY U aeR DI “faet qger ¢ arar sidid gy, 4 At 7 SRy o fob qorga
PR - BRI b oy I TR g7 Bl |

e “Thisis an insult to the President, the Constitution and its spirit, and the democratic
principles of the country,” he said, adding that the Trinamool also insulted the “mothers
and sisters” of the country.

I Fel, “Ug
8,” 3R I8 4t SreT

, AU 3R TS HIGHT IUT S & ANDdiAP Rl BT U
TUTE A S DI “Hrarei 3R Fg=” BT+t s fHan

e “Today, as the country celebrates Women’s Day, | want to share something very painful,” he

said.
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S B, “31el Sfd &= Al faa® 71 ¥e1 8, # U S &l deTaraes a1t A1 AT drgell
—§r|”

“Yesterday, the Trinamool government insulted the President.

I6I1 P, “Bel JURLH WXBR - IPUFA BT STAM fbar|”

She had gone there to participate in a sacred event of the Santhal community, but the
Trinamool, instead of participating in it, boycotted the event.”

J 981 HATd YN & TH Ufdd driepy & 1T an 12 o, AfesT qurger 3 399 Ui o &
oI BTIHH BT ALTHR B fear!”

Security arrangements for the President, Vice-President and Prime Minister are made
according to guidelines contained in their respective ‘Blue Books’ issued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs and the SPG Act. ]

wrgufa, wrgtrﬁraﬁvwmﬁ’rﬁg &1 TARITE 7 Tafd s g 7 g e femm-fdiy
F IR BI STl 8, o8 T8 WATerd 3R SPG Sifufraw & dgd oIRI fvan sar g |

According to protocol, the Chief Minister or senior Ministers are expected to receive the
President at the airport.

TIeIeTd & SFUR @I a1 IRy #:ft &1 gars orF W APUFA T W@HTd 31 SEfdrd gien 71

However, neither Ms. Banerjee nor any Minister was there to receive Ms. Murmu, who was
instead welcomed by Siliguri Mayor Gautam Deb.

graifes Gt aerol a1 w18 Wit gt g 1 Tamra FRA & forg a8t Hivie At ot Rt T
RSt & Aar Maw < 7 foan

On Saturday, Ms. Murmu expressed displeasure over the change of venue of the
conference and the absence of Ms. Banerjee and her Ministers during her visit.

AR & GR g 3 T S R uRad= R 3 amn & SRE gt sl 3R 3%
T 3 srgufUfa R sy ad

The West Bengal Assembly election is expected to be held in the next few months.

Uf3m Se fAemRIYT gA1E SR $F HEA A 19 & JUEA B

Responding to the criticism, Ms. Banerjee accused the President of speaking “on the advice
of the BJP”, and questioned her “silence” on the alleged atrocities against tribals in
Manipur.

ST &1 olaTd od g¢ goft a=eif 4 TR “UTSTUT &1 TAT8 W e HT SRIT T 3R
TfoTgR ¥ snfeariRra wR &fia | IR 3! “guit” IR aTdd I3[
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Assam and Manipur
announce financial
incentives for women

Assam CM announces 39,000 each for 40 lakh families under Orunodoi

scheme; Manipur allocates 3350 crore for women affected by conflict

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

he Assam and Ma-
T nipur governments

announced cash in-
centives for women and
their families on Sunday,
coinciding with Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

In a social media broad-
cast on the seventh day of
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s Jan Ashirwad Yatra, As-
sam Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma said the
State government would
transfer ¥9,000 each to ap-
proximately 40 lakh benef-
iciary families under the
Orunodoi scheme through
direct benefit transfer
(DBT) on Tuesday.

He urged the beneficiar-
ies to attend special meet-
ings at designated venues
to receive the financial as-
sistance. The total amount
to be disbursed under the
scheme would be about
¥3,600 crore, making it
one of the largest financial
assistance programmes in
Assam.

The Chief Minister had
earlier said the disburse-

Tribal women take care of Eri silkworm larvae as they feed them
castor leaves on International Women's Day, in Nagaon. ANI

ment would be the largest
single-day transfer of funds
to beneficiaries in Assam’s
history.

Launched on October 2,
2020, Orunodoi is a major
DBT initiative aimed at em-
powering women and sup-
porting poor families. The
Chief Minister said the
39,000 included a Bihu bo-
nus and four monthly in-
stalments under the
scheme from January to
April.

In Imphal, Manipur

Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh an-
nounced 350 crore to be
earmarked for assistance
to women affected by the
ethnic conflict. He said the
amount for the next fiscal
would benefit 3.5 lakh wo-
men in the State.

Speaking at an Interna-
tional Women’s Day event,
he hoped that people dis-
placed by the “unprece-
dented crisis” in Manipur
would be able to return
home.

09Mar. Assam and Manipur announce financial incentives for women

3 3R AforgR A Afgensi & fore faxia wicaes &1 eiwon #t

Assam CM announces %9,000 each for 40 lakh families under Orunodoi scheme;
Manipur allocates ¥350 crore for women affected by conflict

3 & 3NTAIGIE TSI &b T8d 40 TR URGRI I 29,000 S H Gyom B
TftrR A Tad & yunfaa afgensit & e 2350 Fis smafed feg

The Assam and Manipur governments announced cash incentives for women and their
famllles on Sunday, commdmg with International Women’s Day.

3R AR TRBRY amﬁmmmmm%mmmmﬁ
ﬁwaﬁ,ﬁWWW%wﬁa@?ﬁ%

Page4

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in .




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

In a social media broadcast on the seventh day of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s Jan
Ashirwad Yatra, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the State government
would transfer 9,000 each to approximately 40 lakh beneficiary families under the
Orunodoi scheme through direct benefit transfer (DBT) on Tuesday.
YR S+TaT Ul 1 51 3miaie am & 9rad - Ua Aiwre Hifsan varor & 3w &
Al fgua foear avar 3 oel fo 3o WER TIAaR & Tae a1y g¥diaRor (DBT) &
ﬁ@Wuﬁm%mmm 40 @@ aArHTf ufvarT 31 29,000 YAF XA

I
He urged the beneficiaries to attend special meetings at designated venues to receive the
financial assistance.
5 ATHTTRI & omrg fovan o 9 Fraffea wami wR smaifor famiv sswt & yr o difes
faita FgTaT U R 9 |
The total amount to be disbursed under the scheme would be about ¥3,600 crore, making it
one of the largest financial assistance programmes in Assam.
ST & ded [qdiRd o1 o aTelt G IRT TTHT 23,600 RIS o111, for e I8 | o Jad
T3 foriiy Tergar srdewH & § U 59 S|
The Chief Minister had earlier said the disbursement would be the largest single-day
transfer of funds to beneficiaries in Assam’s history.
TREL - ugd Fel U1 % ag faavor sraw & sfasr & aruifat &1 fosar o aren e o
H JaQ F8T Y §XATaR0T 81T
Launched on October 2, 2020, Orunodoi is a major DBT initiative aimed at empowering
women and supporting poor families.
2 SEEER 2020 B! Y= B1 TS NFIGIS Th DBT Ugd ¢ e 35z ufgansii &t
TRIa T 3R T TRaRT &1 991 HA1 5|
The Chief Minister said the 9,000 included a Bihu bonus and four monthly instalments
under the scheme from January to April.
TR 3 w8 fb 29,000 W fag 9191 SR oA | e I AT & dgd IR HIf®
e =i g1
In Imphal, Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh announced ¥350 crore to
be earmarked for assistance to women affected by the ethnic conflict.

IHTa & AR & gErs gu- @ug Rig A s " & guifaa afgarsii o ggrd
& fo1T 2350 BRI HTEfed B St GIyUT B |

He said the amount for the next fiscal would benefit 3.5 lakh women in the State.

35 Fel o orTal faita adf & forg T ifT va &1 3.5 @ra afgansii &1 oy ugamh|
Speaking at an International Women’s Day event, he hoped that people displaced by the
“unprecedented crisis” in Manipur would be able to return home.

T% SIS Afye fqaw sriww § Siad gU 3511 SHIG SaTs & AR & “sryayd
Tpe” & HRU TIRIUT TN 3= ¥R die Tobt |
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The professor’s
lecture was
pedestrian

Thinking you will top the exam
without studying is building
castles in the air

S. Upendran

“Where have you disappeared to? [ don’t
see you in the gym in the evenings
anymore. Everyone has been asking
about you.”

“I go to the gym in the mornings,
nowadays. I'm taking sitar lessons in the
evenings.”

“Had no idea that you were interested
in learning to play sitar. How long...”

“It’s “play the sitar’ and not ‘play sitar’.
Remember that most musical instruments
are usually preceded by the indefinite
article. For example, Revathi learnt to
play the guitar over ten years ago.”

“Jagdish plays the flute. How’s that?”

“Sounds good! The guy who played the
violin was really good.”

“While we’re on the subject of the
violin, I heard your favourite group’s new
song yesterday. What do you think of it?”

“Compared to some of their earlier
songs, this one was pedestrian.”

“Pedestrian? What are you talking
about?”

“The word ‘pedestrian’ has different
meanings. One of them, as you've rightly
pointed out, is someone who is on foot.”

“The pedestrian was run over by a
speeding car.”

“In addition to people, the word can
also be used to talk about movies, novels,
a piece of writing, etc.”

“Really? But how can you call a movie
‘pedestrian’?”

“When you say that a movie was
‘pedestrian’, what you’re suggesting is
that it was dull!”

“In other words, there was no creative
spark.”

“Very good! Here’s an example. The
Minister’s speech was pedestrian.”

“How about this example? The themes
that the writer deals with are rather
pedestrian.”

“Sounds good! The word is
pronounced pe-DES-tri-en, by the way.
The stress is on the second syllable.”

“So, tell me. Do you think you’ll be able
to master the sitar in a couple of
months?”

“If I said, “Yes’, I'd probably be building
castles in the air”

“Building castles in the air? Are you
saying that it has very little chance of
happening?”

“Very good! When you ‘build castles in
the air’, you're coming up with plans
which have no chance of succeeding.”

“Plans which are unlikely to be carried
out!”

“My young nephew believes that five
years from now, he’ll become a famous
movie star. If you ask me, he’s building
castles in the air”

“That’s what all young people do.”

“Even old people do it. My grandfather
would spend the evenings sitting in his
rocking chair, building castles in the air.”

“Did you ever ask him what he was
building?”

“Asked him once, but he merely
chuckled. Oh, by the way, it’s also
possible to say ‘build castles in Spain’.
Instead of building castles in Spain, you
should come up with a reasonable plan to
solve your financial problem.”

“Where’s the fun in that?”

upendrankye@gmail.com

sitar lessons in the evenings.” ] ]
“3foihd & Jag o STar g | I &1 & Rar 3t sami d @ g1
e “Had no idea that you were interested in learning to play the sitar. How long...”

“T3 I8 U1 81 g1 U1 for g AR s e AR g1 #9097

e “It's ‘play the sitar’ and not ‘play sitar’. Remember that most musical instruments are
usually preceded by the indefinite article.”

“Tg ‘play the sitar’ 81dT 8, ‘play sitar’ 78| TTE 3@ fh 3ifmaR Tfta arey T ¥ ugd
indefinite article E'JTR?ITGHFIT%I”
o “For example, Revathi learnt to play the guitar over ten years ago.”

“3ICTERUI & foTg, ¥gell - o9 1A Ugd RIeR IoirEr I foram a1/

e “Jagdish plays the flute. How’s that?”

“STTETRT TG oA

21 T8 FATR?

O9Mar. The professor’s
lecture was pedestrian

DT HTSATH HTYROT /
TR °r

e Thinking you will top the
exam without studying is
building castles in the air.
fo1 uer forw udfien # iy &
& T ¥ 541 § e d 91 §

e The professor’s lecture
was pedestrian.

IR T ARSI dgd ATHROT /
R 1l

e Thinking you will top the
exam without studying is building
castles in the air.

T O b A e wers &
& § €19 o AN, gaT | Hed
TG

e “Where have you
disappeared to? | don’t see you in
the gym in the evenings anymore.
Everyone has been asking about
you.”

“JH B8 Tad 81 T 7 3§ H g
< 1 form & 761 S| Juit o

TERIRAYB R A

o “lgotothe gym inthe
mornings, nowadays. I'm taking

e “Sounds good! The guy who played the violin was really good.”
“3EST AT 8! S ST arafer §oiT Y81 YT, 98 IRdd § agd 3resT Tl

o “While we're on the subject of the violin, | heard your favourite group’s new song

yesterday.”

“Jq §H AT & 91d IR 81 IR €, A Hd R THdIeT GYg &1 741 W g1
e “What do you think of it?”
“JH 39% SR H T T 8177
e “Compared to some of their earlier songs, this one was pedestrian.”
“I7b o Ugd $ Mid &1 go H g8 [T/ TRy U1
e “Pedestrian? What are you talking about?”
“Pedestrian? JH &1 %8 g 817"
e “The word pedestrian has different meanings.”
“Pedestrian Xeq & SET-3@ T 3 gid g 1”
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“One of them, as you'’ve rightly pointed out, is someone who is on foot.”

ST o A T8 qaTdn, 39T U 3 a8 Afad § S e aadan g1

“The pedestrian was run over by a speeding car.”

T Ugd Ot & a9l THRIR SR A $ad el

“In addition to people, the word can also be used to talk about movies, novels, a piece of
writing, etc.”

@R & SIATaT I8 Xeg foped], U=l 3R A= & forg off samra fora o 9 &
“Really? But how can you call a movie ‘pedestrian’?”

g H? Afde Bl fed Y pedestrian Y 8T 5 JHhdTl 82”

“When you say that a movie was ‘pedestrian’, what you're suggesting is that it was dull!”

9 g9 Fed 8l fb Pis fBe pedestrian 2, @ g0 I8 H8 I8 81d 8 I a8 —ivw R
“In other words, there was no creative spark.”
SRR S BIE TS TS T N
“Very good! Here s an example.”
TG DT Tg1 U SIe g 1"
“The Minister’s speech was pedestrian.”
TAT BT UTHOT S5 ATYROT / TRH 7|
“How about this example?”
‘39 IGTERUT & SR H T BT 572
“The themes that the writer deals with are rather pedestrian.”
AEe 5 fawa w foradr 8 9 H1o! ATy § |
“Sounds good! The word is pronounced pe-DES-tri-en.”
“3(e3T AT B! 39 Ueg P SHRYT pe-DES-tri-en g1
“The stress is on the second syllable.”
TH FR g syllable TR faar ST 81
“So, tell me.”
GIEGIIIN
“Do you think you’ll be able to master the sitar in a couple of months?”
“W@%W%%ﬁgﬂgﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmmaﬁ?”
“If | said, ‘Yes I’d probably be building castles in the air.’
3R & gf &g, dl W & gar ® gd 9471 ¥8T 813!

“‘Building castles in the air?”

“gaT § Hgd 912

“Are you saying that it has very little chance of happening?”

‘T g $E I8 8l [$ 39P B B THEHT 5gd HH 877

“Very good!”

“dgd 33"

“When you build castles in the air, you're coming up with plans which have no chance of
succeeding.” ]

W9 JH gaT § Hgd §I1d o, I g9 U8 IS8 §41d 81 fSHo T d g9 3 SHTa=T =181 gt |
“Plans which are unlikely to be carried out!”

Tt geETe 58 T faan s gfkwa gar gl

“My young nephew believes that five years from now, he’ll become a famous movie star.”

BT Yl AT B fo Ui 91t 91 a8 T Ui fber R 5|

“If you ask me, he’s building castles in the air.”

3R H¥ YB! 1 98 §a1 § Hed a1 @1 6|

“That’s what all young people do.”

g1 B Tt gar anT HRd

“Even old people do it.”

Ig B gt anT ft B ¢

“My grandfather would spend the evenings sitting in his rocking chair, building castles in
the air.”

TR ETET ] B SO Ze- ardl HHI IR 96 gal & Hgd a1 35 U1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: htips youtube.con
CONTACT: 9971932488

n/@PatrioticlAS

¢ “Did you ever ask him what he was building?”
H1 gHA B 379 4T fob o a1 a1 3B U2

e “Asked him once, but he merely chuckled.”
T U IR YBT, AP d T gopl 59 1T

e “Oh, b%’g\e way.”

“ | ”
’

e “It's also possible to say ‘build castles in Spain’.”
g S Ht IUd § W | 9gd 99T |
e ‘“Instead of building castles in Spain, you should come up with a reasonable plan to solve
your financial problem.”

%ﬁmmﬁm@mﬁﬁumﬁwmﬁ%mwmmm
|

e  “Where’s the fun in that?”

A red-letter day for the Men in Blue

Samson extends his merry run with a 46-ball 89: Abhishek and Kishan. too, slam

ick-fire fifties to power India to 255 for five: Bumrah proves his class yet again as the Kiwis are shot out for 159

SCOREBOARD
T20 WORLD CUP FINAL v
INDIA
K.C. Vijaya Kumar Sanju Samson ¢ (sub) McConchie
AHMEDABAD b Neesham 89 (46b, 5x4, &),
Abhishek Sharma ¢ Seifert b
Rachin 52 (21b, 64, 3¢6), Ishan
Kishan c Chapman b Neesham 54

n the road to the
0Narendn Modi
Stadium, a banner

proclaimed: ‘Some days
are green, some days are
red, today is all about
blue’. The Men in Blue
lived up to that billing dur-
ing a rousing Sunday night.

Among the list of miles-
tone dates in India’s limit-
ed-overs cricketing history
- June 25, 1983; September
24, 2007; April 2, 2011; and
June 29, 2024 - add March
8,2026. Ata packed venue,
the defending champion
dished out a commanding

rformance to claim the
1CC T20 World Cup after
defeating New Zealand by
96 runs.

This was India’s fifth
World Cup triumph, in-
cluding two in ODIs and

=

(25b, 4x4, 4x6), Hardik Pandya ¢
Santner b Henry 18 (135, L4,
1x6), Suryakumar Yadav ¢ Rachin
bNeesham 0 (1), Tilak Varma
(not out) 8 (6b), Shivam Dube
(not out) 26 (8b, 2x4, 2x6]; Extras
(w-8): 8; Total (for five wkts. in 20
overs): 255,
FALL OF WICKETS

1-98 (Abhishek, 7.1 overs), 2-203
(Samson, 15.1), 3-204 (Kishan,
15.5), 4-204 (Suryakumar, 156),
5226 (Hardik, 18.2).

ZEALAND BOWLING
Henry 4-0-49-1, Phillips 1-05-0,
Duffy 3-0-42-0, Ferguson 2-0-48-0,
Santner 4-0-33-0, Rachin
2:0-32-1, Neesham 4-0-46-3,

NEW ZEALAND
Tim Seifert ¢ Kishan b Varun 52
(26b, 2x4, 5x6), Finn Allen ¢ Tilak
bAxar 9 (7b, 1x4), Rachin
Ravindra ¢ Kishan b Bumrah 1
(2b), Glenn Phillips b Axar 5 (5b,
1x4), Mark Chapman b Hardik 3 —
(8b), Daryl Mitchell c Kishan b

three in T201s. Axar 17 (11b, 2x6), Mitchell
Santner b Bumrah 43 (35b, 3¢,
Early wickets 2x6), James Neesham b Bumrah

Pursuing India's 255 for
five, New Zealand was
bowled out for 159 in 19 ov-
ers. Suryakumar Yadav's
men buzzed around, and
the chase was a non-starter

Team

layed New Zealand

Sunday to assert it

in the shortest format of the game. EMMANUAL YOGINI

8(7b, 1x4), Matt Henry b Bumrah

0(1b), Lockie Ferguson (not out)

6(7b), Jacob Duffy c Tilak b

Abhishek 3 (5b); Extras (b4, Ib-1,

w-T): 12; Total (in 19 overs): 159.
FALL OF WICKETS.

1:31 (Allen, 2.4), 2:32 (Rachin,

as Finn Allen failed to cap- ~ Opener Tim Seifert who  toss, elected to field, and  Seeing his partner switch ~ with a four off Jimmy  Neesham scalped Sam- 310947 PREASL4T0

italise on a dropped catch  thumped 20 from a Hardik ~ watched Indian openers gears, Abhishek warmed Neesham, and hoisted son (89), Kishan (54 and  HONOUrs board (Chapman, 7.4), 572 (Seifert 8.1),

by Shivam Dube, and suc-  Pandya over, tried to keep  Sanju Samson and Abhish-  up with foursoffJacobDuf- ~ Santner into the stands. Suryakumar (nought) in = 6-124 (Mitchell, 12 5, 7-141

cumbed to Axar Patel. the fires burning. But ek Sharma flourish in the fy on either side while the ~Meanwhile, Samson  the same over, as the bat- 2L I (Neesham, 15.3), 8141 (Henry,
It got worse when Ra- when Hardik dismissed PowerPlay. The two New Zealand seamers etched his 50, and with ce-  ters found alert fielders. In- 2009 | Pakistan 15.4),9-152 (Santner, 17.3).

chin Ravindra tried to flick  Mark Chapman and Seifert  amassed 92runsinthe first  struggled with a bout of lebratory gusto pum- dia 204 for fourin 16 overs, 2010 | England INDIA BOWLING

Jasprit Bumrah over back-  (52) perished to Varun  six overs even as Santner  wides. melled Lockie Ferguson and on the hunt for quick 2012 | West Indies Acthdecp £0.32.0, Handlk

ward square-eg. A sprint- ~ Chakaravarthy, the rivals  switched his bowlers  Abhishekracedtohisfif-  twice intothe skies. Kishan  runs. A quest Hardik tried  — e 40361, e 30273, Bumish

ing Ishan Kishan dived full  were down for the count.  around. Initially, Matt Hen-  ty, dismantling Henry with  too got into the gravity de- to fulfil, before Dube ham- Jrriorrlel g

length and plucked a stun-  Skipper Mitchell Santner  ry kept it tight and Samson  two sixes, and wadinginto ~ fying act as the ball sailed  mered Neesham for 24 in 2016 | West Indles ok e Tl

ner. And when Axar tried to delay the inevita- remained watchful as four  Duffy. The southpaw fellto  high. Rachin was clattered  the last over. 2021 | Australia Plaver-of-th Y

back the stumps of  ble, landing some blows,  dot balls ensued. Rachin but the openers around and after Kishan And at the break, India 2022 | England PL : of-th

Glenn Phillips, the Black before Bumrah ensured However, a six over had stitched together 98  got to his fifty, against the  nursed its dreams about re- 202¢ | 1ndia Samson.

Caps were wobbling at 47  that India won with ease. long-on in the first over, runsin7.1 overs. run of play, New Zealand  taining the i i \di by t

for three. Earlier, Santner wonthe ~ opened the floodgates. Soon Kishan warmed up  inflicted three wounds. which it did in style. R the World Cup.

09Mar. A red-letter day for the Men in Blue

A 571 = & forg g Ufceiiie fam

e Samson extends his merry run with a 46-ball 89.

THI 7 46 N W 89 I THIHR U AMFGR BIH SRT T |

e Abhishek and Kishan, too, slam quick-fire fifties to power India to 255 for five.

RN 3R fFeA 7 o a9 SrefRrae STsHr HRA &1 5 fadbe W 255 9 a% ugam|
e Bumrah proves his class yet again as the Kiwis are shot out for 159.

FORTE 3 O 3o+t T e bt 3R Yt 9 oY 159 T R T8 faa)

e Onthe road to the Narendra Modi Stadium, a banner proclaimed: ‘Some days are green,

some days are red, today is all about blue’.
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T A RFETw 31 3R T A I W T@ SR U1 FD e g 8l &, TS fad &,
TS FT e e A W& A |
The Men in Blue lived up to that billing during a rousing Sunday night.

B 391 & 4 39 UV &1 TH RNl IfdaR e & 99 wifed faar|

Among the list of milestone dates in India’s limited-overs cricketing history — June 25,
1983; September 24, 2007; April 2, 2011; and June 29, 2024 — add March 8, 2026.

WRT ¥ W SRt & frde ST @1 Aeeaqul At — 25 5 1983; 24 RIGaR 2007;
2 3 2011; 3R 29 A 2024 — H 379 8 HTH 2026 i WS

At a packed venue, the defending champion dished out a commanding performance to
claim the ICC T20 World Cup after defeating New Zealand by 96 runs.

TF TarEd WX R feaq & M Afte= 7 geiids &1 96 T I sa Smswret 2o fay
&Y Sid feran|

This was India’s fifth World Cup triumph, including two in ODIs and three in T20Is.
Ig UIRd 3t uradl fay &y ofta R, o &t a918 ik fi71 o 3§

Early wickets

IS 3Te fade

Pursuing India’s 255 for five, New Zealand was bowled out for 159 in 19 overs.
YRT & 255/5 & A& BT UIST Hd §U goias 19 3NaRT | 159 I W 3id 313< g1 |
Suryakumar Yadav’s men buzzed around, and the chase was a non-starter as Finn Allen
failed to capitalise on a dropped catch by Shivam Dube, and succumbed to Axar Patel.
TIPUR red 31 < Tfha I8! 3R Aed BT 9T = 84 I Ued & GfiTwd A us T [ifh
fip Ta-T RR1aw g3 §RT BIS T H9 HT AT I8! 381 Udh 3R &R Jed HI RIHR 94|

It got worse when Rachin Ravindra tried to flick Jasprit Bumrah over backward square-
leg.

U 3R TR1E 81 TS 519 I Tdlg 3 wravhta gaRTE 31 e &) apas WRR A7 & HW
e o3 & IR B

A sprinting Ishan Kishan dived full length and plucked a stunner.

I SI8d gU SR fh=A A gft TS & S15a e WHER &g Uhe fordT|

And when Axar pegged back the stumps of Glenn Phillips, the Black Caps were wobbling
at 47 for three.

gw&mﬁﬁﬁh%mw@,ﬁﬁmﬂﬂwmﬁ%“@ﬁm
|

Opener Tim Seifert who thumped 20 from a Hardik Pandya over, tried to keep the fires
burning.

IR fou R, forgia g1 uisan & ua sitar & 20 1 §1T, 7 Wad SRt @A 3t
DR DI

But when Hardik dismissed Mark Chapman and Seifert (52) perished to Varun
Chakaravarthy, the rivals were down for the count.

AT g gIfde 3 AT TR BT 313e [ 3R fAwe (52) 901 Tehad! &1 RBR 59, I
FRiEd) A AT ER F F9e Uga T

Skipper Mitchell Santner tried to delay the inevitable, landing some blows, before Bumrah
ensured that India won with ease.

P R AR 7 6 e TNHR AT R B e S HIRR $Y, Afh goTE A
giferd fan fo uRa S 9 Siid ey

Earlier, Santner won the toss, elected to field, and watched Indian openers Sanju Samson
and Abhishek Sharma flourish in the PowerPlay.

Y TS HeR A 1Y Siadh? WS T 3R YR U= T5] §97H 3R 3ifide zmf
DI gTaR T YFGR Weld G|

The two amassed 92 runs in the first six overs even as Santner switched his bowlers
around.

G A Ugd ©8 SiaRl | 92 ¥ 91T Wafh HeAR 37U+ Tgarsil &! 9Gald 35|

Initially, Matt Henry kept it tight and Samson remained watchful as four dot balls ensued.

A | Ae F9 A HHPBR Aearsil 31 3R FATH Jdo 8, oY IR Sie a1d g3
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However, a six over long-on in the first over, opened the floodgates.

BTAld Ugd AR T ATNI-T & HUR TN BFBT IA1 B aRATd D1 I & 77|

Seeing his partner switch gears, Abhishek warmed up with fours off Jacob Duffy on either
side while the New Zealand seamers struggled with a bout of wides.

30 T 1 AW Werd <G UAS  epa B 1 el W T 3R Wids T wiaeh Yoitels
¥ A9 AT F5 a13s el I T 3|

Abhishek raced to his fifty, dismantling Henry with two sixes, and wading into Duffy.
RUYH 7 < BFBT & 1Y T W A I g M1 feferaes I fovam ofk st R oft
adid g7l

The southpaw fell to Rachin but the openers had stitched together 98 runs in 7.1 overs.

g 91T 1Y BT FeaaTs X DI i IR 33T g3l afdhT SMIU=IRI A 7.1 3aR § 98 ¥ SIE fau
|

Soon Kishan warmed up with a four off Jimmy Neesham, and hoisted Santner into the
stands.

9% qTc frRr A Rondft iz 3 i R N am ik ek & Wagw ¥ O faan

Meanwhile, Samson etched his 50, and with celebratory gusto pummelled Lockie
Ferguson twice into the skies.

=g o9 AU A 301 refRrae [T fHar ok Wy & SigTe | @t Bii™E & & IR gar o
TP AT

Kishan too got into the gravity defying act as the ball sailed high.

forera 7 1t 2 =ife @e 3R e M § IS I TS|

Rachin was clattered around and after Kishan got to his fifty, against the run of play, New
Zealand inflicted three wounds.

IRMA F1 e R FRER WER gU 3R frA & d=ras & og I & v@ & [[¥are Yelids
q & sed feul

Neesham scalped Samson (89), Kishan (54) and Suryakumar (hought) in the same over,
as the batters found alert fielders.

W= 3 T & eaR T QUIH (89), fHRM (54) 3R FIFHR (0) FI 313 favan a4ifer
FeRaTSll & e Jad Wiesl & g1l | 1|

India 204 for four in 16 overs, and on the hunt for quick runs.

YR 16 3R § 4 fadhe W 204 I 71 &1 AT 3R a7 91 B HIRIT F 47|

A quest Hardik tried to fulfil, before Dube hammered Neesham for 24 in the last over.

Wgﬁqﬁmgﬁﬁuﬁmﬁﬁmﬂaﬁ,mmﬁﬁmaﬁwﬁmwmw
e feu|

And at the break, India nursed its dreams about retaining the championship, which it did in
style.
%uﬁ%sﬁﬁmﬁ%awwﬁ%amﬁaﬁaﬁﬁm,ﬁmmﬁmmﬁw
R femm
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Vedic wisdom on charity

The Vedas illuminate the subtle paths of the divine jour-
ney that are otherwise unknown to us, presenting them
through sacred narratives and prayers. Among these, the
principles of charity are explained with great clarity and
reverence. Charity, the Vedas declare, should be offered
with complete dedication and a selfless heart. Sri Sundara
Rama Vajapeya Swami, while expounding the significance
of charity, cited the Rigveda, Eighth Ashtaka, Sixth Ad-
hyaya. He explained that hunger repeatedly afflicts human
life; though it cannot be eradicated entirely, it can be alle-
viated temporarily. Therefore, feeding the hungry is re-
garded as the most sacred and auspicious form of charity.
A person who practices charity attains the merit equiv-
alent to the performance of yajnas and sacred rites. Such
generosity transforms even adversaries into friends. In
contrast, one who withholds charity finds that people do
not befriend him. For those who practice charity, wealth
moves in a continuous cycle, much like the revolving
wheel of a temple chariot. Their riches never stagnate but
return manifold through righteous circulation. In con-
trast, those who refuse to give, even while consuming
wealth for themselves, are deemed to partake in sin, for
enjoyment devoid of sharing is regarded as eating the
fruits of one’s own transgressions. We cannot expect eve-
ryone to be alike in the matter of charity. Even though
both hands of a person appear similar and are equally
formed, their strength and capacity are not the same.
Likewise, each individual’s ability to give differs, and char-
ity must be understood and appreciated in accordance
with one’s means. Charity must be offered with humility.

9971932488

O09Mar. Vedic wisdom on charity

AR ARFIA

e The Vedas illuminate the subtle paths of the
divine journey that are otherwise unknown to us,
presenting them through sacred narratives and
prayers.
¢ T ST ST Y8 aTdl A AT & g& A
! ufa wuTalt SR wrAnsit & megd @ g1
FRA B

e Among these, the principles of charity are
explained with great clarity and reverence.

T g P Rgial & 3rdd WEdT 3R 4T &b Y
T TG |

e Charity, the Vedas declare, should be
offered with complete dedication and a selfless
heart.

3l & IR g gof wadur ok A-vard gea ¥
foban S =l

e Sri Sundara Rama Vajapeya Swami, while
expounding the significance of charity, cited the
Rigveda, Eighth Ashtaka, Sixth Adhyaya.

oft J=T W IS0 W@ A g9 & g & auiA
gﬁm@wﬂz,mm,wwmﬂmm
|

o He explained that hunger repeatedly afflicts
human life; though it cannot be eradicated entirely,
it can be alleviated temporarily.

I+ I fh Y@ TR-SR AT Sitad &1 gy1iad
B 3; BT 39 T RE THI e} o S qabal,

AfP 38 RN U J A fhar o1 gpar g1

o Therefore, feeding the hungry is regarded as the most sacred and auspicious form of

charity.

ST Y@ B WIS BT G BT I Ui 3R U =9 HHT o1 3 |

e A person who practices charity attains the merit equivalent to the performance of yajnas and

sacred rites.

S afad g1 HRdl 3, S T SR ufas SRl & JHH Yug U grar g |

e Such generosity transforms even adversaries into friends.
Ut Sarar g3l & o Bl F sea TR B

e In contrast, one who withholds charity finds that people do not befriend him.
39S faudia, St Jafad g 751 FaT, I8 urd § b d 3ua i 781 o

e For those who practice charity, wealth moves in a continuous cycle, much like the revolving

wheel of a temple chariot.

S @R G &Rd §, 39 1T oF FARaR Tsp & 91T 3841 §, 31 UfeR & Y & Uiy &t aRE |
e Their riches never stagnate but return manifold through righteous circulation.
Ia! gy Hft RR 76 et afews enfife yarg & mrend & eMw THT g1dR Uy ot 8

¢ In contrast, those who refuse to give, even while consuming wealth for themselves, are
deemed to partake in sin, for enjoyment devoid of sharing is regarded as eating the fruits of

one’s own transgressions.

9% AU, S AT W9 €1 BT IUUNT FXd gU g1 T8l FRd, 38 UTY T U T 91l g,
Fifes e f6Y famT 3reig AT 3ru= € SruRTef & Wd W & TH HHT ST 5 |

e We cannot expect everyone to be alike in the matter of charity.
BH M & fawg T Ig 31U =15l o Fabd fob it o7 U 0 i

e Even though both hands of a person appear similar and are equally formed, their strength

and capacity are not the same.
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T et afad & Gl gTd IHH @S &d § SR 90 U 9 &4 81d &, T | 37! =ifaa
3R & U oIt e et

o Likewise, each individual’s ability to give differs, and charity must be understood and
appreciated in accordance with one’s means.
S UHR Ud fekd Bt ¢ P &HaT e Bidl 8, 3R & &1 fad &1 arad & AR
T SR WRIGT ST A1

e Charity must be offered with humility.

M U faear & 91y forar S =nfgul
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O9Mar | ‘Women engineers must build confidence, visibility to lead’

Afger Soif1at ot A & R snAfIyT 3R Txaar st ghft

09Mar

The need to recognise ‘volunteer’ care work

IFAHAT SEHTS DBT4 DI AT 1 P ATaTgHdl

‘Women engineers must build
confidence, visibility to lead

The Hindu Bureau “Women tend to under-
CHENNAI &y VIT & y promote themselves and

i : wait for 100% perfection in
Three alumni of the Vellore | . everything; they should
Institute of Technology not procrastinate but work
(VIT) took centre stage at a on self-improvement and

webinar on “From Campus
To C-Suite: Women Engi-
neers Leading India’s Tech
Boom” on Sunday to share
their career journeys and
leadership experiences.

The webinar was organ-
ised by the VIT, Vellore, in
collaboration with The
Hindu Education Plus, as
part of the Career Path se-
ries, to mark International
Women'’s Day.

While opportunities ex-
ist and women are actively
breaking the glass ceiling
in engineering, barriers re-
main in reaching top lea-
dership positions. The pa-
nellists spoke about the
challenges they faced and

FROM CAMPUS T0 C-SUITE:
WOMEN ENGINEERS LEADING
INDIA'S TECH BOOM

chanical, chemical and
metallurgical, are not quite
identified as women’s bas-
tions, the fear of failing and
criticism keeps the women
away,” observed Dr. Shar-
mila Nageswaran, Asso-
ciate Professor at School of
Electronics Engineering,
VIT Vellore.

She said not every wo-
man is motivated to take
up an engineering course
or a job, and the mindset of
the family often decides
her career path. “Women
look after the family after

build self-confidence,” said
Heetarthi Rashesh Kam-
dar, CEO of Adroit Al-
liance, an IT company.
Ami Sampat, product
design leader for B2B SaaS
Enterprise Experiences,
opined that women need
to work harder to make
themselves visible and
earn credibility. The panel-
lists noted that there is no
dearth of mentorship,
knowledge and informa-
tion, yet under-representa-
tion of women in engineer-
ing-related jobs persists.
“This could be corrected
by focusing on merit, lea-
dership qualities, and di-
verse initiatives rather than

shone light on key skillsre-  motherhood, or they relo-  being stuck with stereotyp-
quired to excel in competi-  cate for the spouse; sothey ical thinking,” she added.
tive tech environments. need to be supported with This webinar can be

“Since certain engineer- Work From Home or on- viewed at https://
ing disciplines, such asme-  line jobs,” she suggested. newsth.live/THVITWY
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09Mar. ‘Women engineers must build confidence, visibility to lead’

Afge $oifradt 1 Aqa & Rig snefayra ok Txaar =t ghft

Three alumni of the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) took centre stage at a webinar
on “From Campus To C-Suite: Women Engineers Leading India’s Tech Boom” on
Sunday to share their career journeys and leadership experiences.

eI SXEVee ST STl (VIT) 1 i gd STTsi A AdaR 1 “1pid Huw g -9
O it i $iEara o g fawa W smafor afemR & g yftyet TS iR
T BRI AT TUT Aged JHT A (b

The webinar was organised by the VIT, Vellore, in collaboration with The Hindu Education
Plus, as part of the Career Path series, to mark International Women’s Day.

Ig AfaFR VIT, I6R GR1 & fEg T& I W & 5N 3 SIGR UTY §@d1 & 3iaid
SARRTEHY Aige faaw & 3awR W i fobar

While opportunities exist and women are actively breaking the glass ceiling in
engineering, barriers remain in reaching top Ieadershlp positions.

IS SawR Hieg § SR afgant geftfrafer & wfva wu § e Hiftr drs & €, o of
i Aqea el T uge A aTui o1 g5 )

The panellists spoke about the challenges they faced and shone light on key skills
required to excel in competitive tech environments.

fREl 7 3 WA 3T gl & SR & 1d @1 ok gfaeasdf 2w arararur ¥ gwa g &
oy SfTa=ae U HIRTEl W USRI STa|

“Since certain engineering disciplines, such as mechanical, chemical and metallurgical,
are not quite identified as women’s bastions, the fear of failing and criticism keeps the
women away,” observed Dr. Sharmila Nageswaran, Associate Professor at School of
Electronics Engineering, VIT Vellore.

W TP AT SONANTT, VIT ded’ $1 THIRITE MHaR ST i AR 4
FE, ‘TS SO WA@Y, S Abfda, Hed iR Aeafsied, snft oo ulkarei &
w%wﬁqﬁnﬁaﬁ,sﬁﬁwmmaﬁ?mmﬁaﬁgvm%l"
She said not every woman is motivated to take up an engineering course or a job, and the
mindset of the family often decides her career path.

I8 ®el [ TR Afgen geifafear s a1 e H3 & forg IRa 761 St ok ek uRar
Pt AT B 3T BIAR TRE B 79 Hcll ¢

“Women look after the family after motherhood, or they relocate for the spouse; so they
need to be supported with Work From Home or online jobs,” she suggested.
317 g1a fa, “Arge & 91¢ A uRaR #1 T@HTT B €, 31 Ufd & SR’
gRad &l §; Wmﬁﬁmmmmﬁwﬁwwﬁﬁwaﬂ%m"
“‘Women tend to underpromote themselves and wait for 100% perfection in everything;
they should not procrastinate but work on self-improvement and build self-confidence,”
said Heetarthi Rashesh Kamdar, CEO of Adroit Alliance, an IT company.
aﬁﬁﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁmwﬁw “TgE SRR GG BT HH
AR $HRl § 3R &R S H 100% YoTdT &1 SaoR Fel §; 3¢ Tawe e T8l ST d1ey afeh
STH-JYR W HTH ST LY 3R ATHATIYRT ST ARy

Ami Sampat, product design leader for B2B SaaS Enterprise Experiences, opined that
women need to work harder to make themselves visible and earn credibility.

B2B SaaS UeIuTsS TN &1 Misae f&uirs is? vt "ud 3 &a1 i afgarsi &1
e & TG T 3R fasRriraar sififa v & fo oifies Ag=a ot gift

The panellists noted that there is no dearth of mentorship, knowledge and information,
yet under-representation of women in engineering-related jobs persists.
feRel A Fal [ A, I 3R TFHRI 31 B FH 6 7, O +f Seifrafer @ gt
AeRal  afgarsi &1 w0 ufafila s gsn g

“This could be corrected by focusing on merit, leadership qualities, and diverse initiatives
rather than being stuck with stereotypical thinking,” she added.

351 Fel, T grgaT, Aged ot R fafay ugal &R & SHR GURT o 9T §, Fomd
Fieardt S d A @A 1"
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The need to recognise volunteer’ care work

he Union Budget

2026-27 proposes to

build a ‘strong care

ecosystem’ by training
1.5 lakh multiskilled caregivers in
geriatric, core care and allied skills
through programmes aligned with
the National Skills Qualification
Framework (NSQF). As India’s care
needs expand, such a move is
both timely and necessary.

However, the Budget reveals a

deeper paradox; even as the state
prepares to train a new cadre of
certified care professionals, it
makes little mention of the five
million plus women who already
run India’s health, nutrition and
childcare systems. Our Accredited
Social Health Activists (ASHAs),
Anganwadi workers and helpers,
and mid-day meal workers
continue to deliver essential public
services every day, yet remain
classified as “volunteers’, excluded
from the very ecosystem the state
now seems determined to
strengthen.

A shadow labour force

From the Anganwadi worker
ensuring a child is fed to the ASHA
worker tracking a pregnancy ina
remote village, these women
constitute the backbone of India’s
welfare architecture. Their work is
essential, continuous and
indispensable to the state, yet they
labour in a deeply precarious
space, earning meagre monthly
honorariums, without formal
contracts, paid leaves or maternity
benefits. What little support they
receive come from small and
fragmented responses by
individual States such as
honorarium hikes (which vary
from State to State) and gratuity
benetfits, or coverage under
national schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat and Pradhan
Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan. But
these piecemeal measures do little
to address the contradiction that
lies at the core of India’s care
economy — that the state relies on
a vast, feminised shadow labour
force of women to deliver essential
public services but classifies them
as ‘honorary workers’ to limit

el
Renjini
Rajagopalan
Lawyer and research
lead at the Centre for
Gender Analysis,
JustJobs
Network (JJN)

India’s so-called
‘volunteer’ care
workers are in
reality the
permanent
pillars of our
welfare state

protections typically associated
with formal employment.

A gendered form of work
This contradiction is rooted in
deeper structural norms
surrounding care. The ‘care
penalty’ in India is not just a
sociological concept, it is a
statistical reality. Insights from the
2024 Time Use Survey highlighted
in the Economic Survey 2025-26
reinforce Indian women’s role as
primary caregivers, with 41% of
females aged 15-59 spending 140
minutes daily on household
caregiving, compared to just 21.4%
of males at 74 minutes.

This pattern mirrors India’s
welfare architecture. By
outsourcing its care
responsibilities to women labelled
as ‘volunteers’, the state draws on
long-standing social
norms that view care
work as an extension of a
woman’s domestic duty
rather than skilled
labour deserving fair \
compensation. Since
care is seen as ‘natural”

remain underpaid, unprotected
and largely invisible. But
reimagining India’s care economy
requires both financial investment
and a cultural shift.

Reimagining the care economy
To begin with, India must move
beyond the ‘volunteer’ label. In
the Supreme Court’s 2025 ruling
in Dharam Singh & Anr. vs State of
U.P. & Anr., the Court upheld that
work which is recurrent and
central to an institution’s
functioning cannot be treated as
temporary indefinitely. For India’s
cadre of ‘volunteer’ care workers
who perform duties that are
indispensable and continuous in
nature to the state, this judgment
offers a strong basis to demand
that their honorary roles be
converted into permanent posts.
Combined with the
renewed Budgetary focus
on skilling, this creates an
opportune moment to
revisit employment
norms governing India’s
existing care workforce,

INTERNATIONAL and nudge the state

to women, it is rendered WOMEN'S DAY towards the creation of

cheap and informal. This
creates a vicious cycle — the less
care work is recognised as skilled,
the less compulsion there is to pay
for it, trapping a predominantly
female workforce in insecure
employment. Against this
background, the recent Budget’s
emphasis on investing in a new
cohort of care workers exposes
the absence of clear avenues to
integrate its existing workforce;
these workers already perform
complex, multi-skilled tasks that
demand emotional labour, field
coordination, and deep
knowledge of community
dynamics. So why is the state not
looking to upgrade and secure the
livelihoods of those who already
perform such critical work?
India’s so-called “volunteer’
care workers are in reality the
permanent pillars of our welfare
state. The country cannot realise
its ambitions to be a global
powerhouse for health while the
women who sustain such systems

O9Mar. The need to recognise ‘volunteer’ care work

FTHGAAY SEHTA ST B AT 34 B A DdT

The Union Budget 2026-27 proposes to build a ‘strong care ecosystem’ by training 1.5
lakh multiskilled caregivers in geriatric, core care and allied skills through programmes

aligned with the National Skills Quallflcatlon Framework (NSQF).
PG FoIC 2026-27 - A GEHTA
AP P T el &

B SRS, g&I S@HT

However, the Budget reveals a deeper paradox; even as the state prepares to train a new

clear transition
frameworks that help move these
workers from honorariums to fair
wages and formal contracts.
Perhaps the first step could be to
extend the proposed NSQF-aligned
programmes to ASHA and
Anganwadi workers as well.

For years, these workers have
mobilised across the country to
demand dignity and recognition of
their work. It is now past time that
the state responds by fulfilling the
final two commitments — Reward
and Represent — of the
International Labour
Organisation’s 5R Framework for
Decent Care Work. Our care
workers who perform tirelessly
need to be properly compensated
and given a genuine voice in
employment and policy decisions:
in short, a real seat at the table.

This is the sixth and final article
in a curated selection published on
the Editorial and Opinion pages, on
March 6 and 7, marking
International Women’s Day.

gIRFRATIPY &1 991 &1 UaTa 34T §, e 3iaeia
SHRIHH & ATHA | 1.5 ARG I§-PIA S@HTA BRIAY

Tefira e A ufRifara forar s

As India’s care needs expand, such a move is both timely and necessary.
SR-OIY HRA H @I 1 STaRI Sl 96 Y51 7, I8 Pad THY W SR MaxTS ¢ |

cadre of certified care professionals, it makes little mention of the five million plus
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women who already run India’s health, nutrition and childcare systems.

mwwmﬁﬁwwmwm% Safd Ieg THTIOM SEHT IRaR] St
% N ) ulRféra $7 o T o2 381 ?, 98 9 Ut A= | siftre afgars &1
g@@ﬂﬁmﬁhwﬁﬁtﬂmaﬂw YT 3R ST SEHTA Mol &) IaT Tal

e Our Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs), Anganwadi workers and helpers, and
mid-day meal workers continue to deliver essential public services every day, yet remain
classified as ‘volunteers’, excluded from the very ecosystem the state now seems
determined to strengthen.

THR] AT YT TSI ITRA Sried!, iTaTs! Sriwdl IR HEHIBIS aUT HeATs
Yo HHT fafe Ageyul Aidsi=e 918 Ue $3dl §, ) 1t 3% Wadas’ & U o
mmy%ﬁﬁwmﬁﬁwwm%mmmw
ST 16T 3|

A shadow labour force
ST YH dd

e From the Anganwadi worker ensuring a child is fed to the ASHA worker tracking a
pregnancy in a remote village, these women constitute the backbone of India’s welfare
architecture.

TS g &1 WIS GHTHa $3 arell SiFars) srddal | ad geed i § Tufaet ot
AR B4 arelt M= FRiEdl a@, T At YR Bl FAPR] a1 B1 ¢ ¢

e Their work is essential, continuous and indispensable to the state, yet they labour in a
deeply precarious space.

7T BT ATaaP, e iR 7a & e srufverd 8, o ot 3 srciar srgRféra ufvfRufoa
o &T] Hedl g

e They earn meagre monthly honorariums, without formal contracts, paid leaves or
maternity benes ts.
3 g HH ATRIS AT Tl 8 3R 39 U Su=Tie Srgae, YId S[adT=T a1
Tged a1H g1 8|

e What little support they receive come from small and fragmented responses by individual
States such as honorarium hikes (which vary from State to State) and gratuity benee- ts, or
coverage under national schemes such as Ayushman Bharat and Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maandhan.

32 S IS GeTrdT e 98 SreiT-3reT Isd) Bt Hiftra ok Gfed ugal § i & 9
A A 3, At AT, 1 S HIRG SR TUTHAT 9 IRft are= Sieft g
ISrT3M & 3ieifa Haver |

e Butthese piecemeal measures do little to address the contradiction at the core of India’s
care economy.

Ao T SHifRIH U URE Bt SEUTA ASHTRIT & o faRIUTURT DI 50 I3 § 9gd &Y
TeE Hd &

e The state relies on a vast, feminised shadow labour force of women to deliver essential
public services but classie es them as ‘honorary workers’ to limit protections typically
associated with formal employment.

T SATIRGP Ao = AATE UG B3 & g afgensit & fazna whed orn s sa w®
ik war 2, A 3% wFe Frfwal & wu § arffed oxar g dife shuaTe JsR |
IS YR&M U @) i far o web |

A gendered form of work
AR Ty qren wrf

e This contradiction is rooted in deeper structural norms surrounding care.
Tg fRtuTyT SmuTe | 91 T8} TaATEHs araTore ararsit § Aflgd §1
e The ‘care penalty’ in India is not just a SOC|olog|caI concept, it is a statistical reality.

YR & S@HTA &8 Had THINTS SATYRI Tg! S AP IRAfdpdr 2|
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¢ Insights from the 2024 Time Use Survey highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025-26
reinforce Indian women'’s role as primary caregivers.
2024 & TF IUART HI&or, 59 anffe aderor 2025-26 H IR fovan 1§, WRdR
afgensit @1 mufie I@UTaEal & ©u & YRreT B Ioigd ST ¢ |

e 41% of females aged 15-59 spend 140 minutes daily on household caregiving, compared
to 21.4% of males at 74 minutes.
15-59 a9 @I 419 AfgE ufafeT 140 fire 9 T@Ua &1 A fyardt €, Tefd 21.4% T3
Fad 74 fe T A B

e This pattern mirrors India’s welfare architecture.
Ig U URA B HETUBRY Hea=T o1 gxifar g1

¢ By outsourcing its care responsibilities to women labelled as ‘volunteers’, the state
draws on long-standing social norms that view care work as an extension of a woman’s
domestic duty rather than skilled labour deserving fair compensation.
TgUTE Tt el $f Wadda®’ Hear ardt aigarsi $f s, I IT a4 T097
Tt 3T TE ATHTRIS ATIATSH BT IUANT BT §, S S@HTA FTI B DITAGT 99 &
o Afgars & W ddo &1 faaR Al 8

e Since care is seen as ‘natural’ to women, it is rendered cheap and informal.
fer S@uTe o) ufgensit &1 w@ruifae SrE AT STar 8, 39T 38 Wt oiR s
1 fear wmar 81

e This creates a vicious cycle — the less care work is recognised as skilled, the less
compulsion there is to pay for it, trapping a predominantly female workforce in insecure
employment.
T GEIP A1 § — oIl SEUTA BTH B DIMETgad ot AT oITaT, I 51 39 Y
P DI q1eAaT HH gl B, Y gera: ufgen sriad sRRféd AsFR & T Igdr 2|

e Against this background, the recent Budget’s emphasis on investing in a new cohort of
care workers exposes the absence of clear avenues to integrate its existing workforce.
=9 gyyfi o A SmuTe Hifal # fRawr wR g avie @1 SR g8 3w § & wisger
HTITA B! AMAT HIA F WY IR NG A8l 8|

e These workers already perform complex, multi-skilled tasks that demand emotional
labour, field coordination, and deep knowledge of community dynamics.
3 FriGd Ugd A g fed 3R 5-F=a 1 Heal 8, oFH U TS oW, &fta g9=ag
3R ATR® Tfafierd &1 18R J1H 39S 8T |

e Sowhy is the state not looking to upgrade and secure the livelihoods of those who
already perform such critical work?

@ o T 39 AN & SHa=aru $1 37d 3R JRfda a9 31 fgzm & w1 78 @ wer =t
Ugd ¥ g1 31 Agayul ®Tf B 78 82

¢ India’s so-called ‘volunteer’ care workers are in reality the permanent pillars of our
welfare state.
HRA & qUTH AT I’ TEHTA HHI aRad H AN FATUGR] g & TR |WH &

e The country cannot realise its ambitions to be a global powerhouse for health while the
women who sustain such systems remain underpaid, unprotected and largely invisible.

< Wred g7 # IfYe i 997 o6 Iraet snepianait B QT AT B Hepd, 99 b (b g
JUTRraY P FUTE arell Afgemd &4 da-1, fAT JRam iR ey srexy fRAUfA & 3|

¢ But reimagining India’s care economy requires both financial investment and a cultural
shift.

Qs U B T@UTE et B gAcheu & forw fashiy fRawr ik wipfae uikad—
ST IS ¢ |

Reimagining the care economy

TS SrfoawyT Bt

e To begin with, India must move beyond the ‘volunteer’ label.
Y Ugd HIRd &1 ‘TqUAdPH’ & a9d o 3R 4T gRT|

e Inthe Supreme Court’s 2025 ruling in Dharam Singh & Anr. vs State of U.P. & Anr., the
Court upheld that work which is recurrent and central to an institution’s functioning
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cannot be treated as temporary indee nitely.

i} Rig Td 39 S99 3R USRI IS UG 37 (2025) & JUi I 3 Fel f& var srf o
Pl W1 & HaTed & g aaR 3R $E14 8§, S9 sffaeTa @ SreuTdt 781 AT o
JhdT|

For India’s cadre of ‘volunteer’ care workers who perform duties that are indispensable
and continuous in nature to the state, this judgment offers a strong basis to demand that
their honorary roles be converted into permanent posts.

YR & IqAdy I@UT Sl & forg, St 3sa & g srfFard o AR s #vad §, 18
fofa 37% AT uel & R vl A gga $t 7 F T aegd YR W wat 3|
Combined with the renewed Budgetary focus on skilling, this creates an opportune
moment to revisit employment norms governing India’s existing care workforce.
PN fIHTH W Foie & ¢ SR & 1Y HAHR T8 HIRA & ANl STHTT SriTd A I
AR A1 Pt G: TS HI BT SUYH AR U™ Il gl

It can nudge the state towards the creation of clear transition frameworks that help
move these workers from honorariums to fair wages and formal contracts.

Ig ST B TH WY HHAYT 313 g1 o1 fGzm A URa &% aoar 8, S 39 srisdtsl &
AT | IR Ia SR Siueie /ey &1 SiR o ST o Wb |

Perhaps the first step could be to extend the proposed NSQF-aligned programmes to
ASHA and Anganwadi workers as well.

THad: UGl HeH T8 8 Yol ¢ [ UdTiad TTUHUW MUTid STdsHl &1 =1 iR
SMHaTSt Srdwdatsi d it fawaria fear sme)

For years, these workers have mobilised across the country to demand dignity and
recognition of their work.

Iuf § 3 prical g 31 A W3 SR U ST Bt TRUT 3R HA=uar &1 Wit #d 78 |
It is now past time that the state responds by fule lling the final two commitments —
Reward and Represent — of the International Labour Organisation’s 5R Framework for
Decent Care Work.

3 qHY 37 T § b I wfafehar @ SR 8 Y HITSH & TS S@UTA BT
¥ 53R TR F 3ifaH 3 916 — PR 3R — PRI B

Our care workers who perform tirelessly need to be properly compensated and given a
genuine voice in employment and policy decisions.

BUR 3YP HRI B a1 TTUTA Hl &1 e uriegfire faan s a1 ok AemiR
a1 Hifa " okl o arafae smare e TRl

GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED | 09 March 2026

0O9Mar

In Finland, children glide to school over the frozen Baltic Sea

fiFTd's # 9= o §U Afe® AR & SR fhaad gUpd od &
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An aerial view of iceberg A23a on January 19,
2024, in the Southern Ocean of the Antarctica
coast. Once the largest on earth, A23a has
reportedly reached the final stages of its
four-decade life as it drifts into the warmer
waters of the South Atlantic Ocean. On March
5, it was just north of South Georgia island

January 19,2024,

In Finland, children
glide to school over
the frozen Baltic Sea

!
PARGAS

Skipper Sampsa Jalo greets three young children
on their way home from school as they board an
unusual amphibious vessel docked and humming
at a wooden pier on the frozen Baltic Sea.

Due to unusually thick ice this winter, a hover-
craft called “Snovit” (Snow White) has replaced
the ferries that normally transport 12-year-old Hu-
go Wickstrom, nine-year-old Julia Jalkanen and
eight-year-old Nils-Johan Ostman to the islands
where they live in southwestern Finland’s Pargas
archipelago.

This is only the third time in 15 years that hover-
crafts have been brought in because of thick ice in
Finland’s archipelagos. More than 81,000 islands
dot the Nordic country’s 1,100-kilometre coas-
tline. Here in the Pargas, 107 islands are inhabited
year-round by nearly 3,000 residents.

As the cushions under the vessel filled with air,
the hovercraft lifted off the icy surface and set out
across the frozen sea. In the back seat, the three
children agreed their school commute was “very
exciting”. “Especially when it drifts like this,” said
Wickstrom. “It moves very fast,” Jalkanen said
with a little smile.

State-owned ferry operator Finferries replaced
some of its regular vessels with six hovercrafts
when freezing temperatures in February led to
the formation of unusually thick ice. “The ships
can handle the ice but it’s so slow and expensive
because it uses a lot of fuel,” Mr. Jalo explained.

A trip with a commuter ferry or vessel that nor-
mally takes an hour now takes “five or six hours to
cover the same distance” due to the current ice
conditions, he explained. By hovercraft, “the
same journey can be completed in 10 minutes”.

09Mar. In Finland, children glide to school
over the frozen Baltic Sea

firds ¥ 9= O gU Sife® AR & W
P aed §¢ Tpd wTd @

¢ InFinland, children glide to school over the
frozen Baltic Sea.
fird's & 5= W gU Sifee® IR & W fhaad gu
R S &

e Skipper Sampsa Jalo greets three young
children on their way home from school as they board an
unusual amphibious vessel docked and humming at a
wooden pier on the frozen Baltic Sea.

RRpUR AR STl i B a= &1 W HRd § o Wpd
T IR ded Y o g difee® 9FR |R 51 dds! & 91
R TS Ueh AT SHTER Ve & Yar €d ¢

e Due to unusually thick ice this winter, a
hovercraft called “Snovit” (Snow White) has replaced the
ferries that normally transport 12-year-old Hugo
Wickstrom, nine-year-old Julia Jalkanen and eight-
year-old Nils-Johan Ostman to the islands where they
live in southwestern Finland’s Pargas archipelago.

39 Ol 7 SR ¥4 | it 9 & SR “wifde (@
®TSe) THS U SIABIUT o 3 Wl SIgTSll & oifg o
& o gmrga: 12 affa g fawwery, =t adfy sfemr
TP 3R 36 Tug fea-siig= Sived= &I gRal-
qﬁaﬁ%mﬁ?%mﬂmﬁ@mﬁﬂﬁw
Ugd d U

e Thisis only the third time in 15 years that
hovercrafts have been brought in because of thick ice in
Finland’s archipelagos.

Ig Had 15 qul A ol IR ¢ o9 fpds & ghoaggl
M gt & HRU gIaThIrE a¢ T 8

e More than 81,000 islands dot the Nordic

country’s 1,100-kilometre coastline.

Y ANS® 37 Bt 1,100 frenies dt ae¥@ | 81,000
¥ 3iftre fu Ba gu g

e Here in the Pargas, 107 islands are inhabited
year-round by nearly 3,000 residents.

78! YR § 107 gAY W 1 3,000 Forarht ¥ o wgd B

e Asthe cushions under the vessel filled with air, the hovercraft lifted off the icy surface and

set out across the frozen sea.
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SR B! 8T & -iid T PRI 89T J 1R Y, FIaNehIUe TWic! 9ag I IR 36X ofH §U
Y% & IR 94 US|

In the back seat, the three children agreed their school commute was “very exciting”.
Trod e W 98 @ a=1l 7 71 % 61 Tod 9 ST A6 “9gd JAHTED” AT
“Especially when it drifts like this,” said Wickstrom.

TR 99 I8 59 e fhaadl ¢, fawweia 2 wg1l

‘It moves very fast,” Jalkanen said with a little smile.

“Jg 9gd aW Il §,” AP o 5! YEBT & 1Y gl |

State-owned ferry operator Finferries replaced some of its regular vessels with six
hovercrafts when freezing temperatures in February led to the formation of unusually
thick ice.

T & WA arelt B Hu- frawiea = oot oo fafia Aesi ot e o8
BIaehTUe o1 foU 519 Rad) & STHMA ardl daTqHTE & HRUT SHTHR U | Aid 6 59 75|

“The ships can handle the ice but it's so slow and expensive because it uses a lot of fuel,”
Mr. Jalo explained.

“SIETH ST 9 B! JUIT Jdhd &, Afh I8 9gd T 3R 7T § Fifes ST agd S arar
8, oft STt A gHem|

A trip with a commuter ferry or vessel that normally takes an hour now takes “five or six
hours to cover the same distance” due to the current ice conditions, he explained.

U PRI Bl I1 SIETS I A1 Sl WHIAG: T "er ddt o, ofd Higal qwier uRkfRufoat &
HROT I g B 7 HRA T “UTd YT B ¥ A 8, S617 I |
By hovercraft, “the same journey can be completed in 10 minutes”.

BIaRPIUE  “Tg! I Had 10 e B gl &1 ot g g 17

GS Paper 11: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED | 09 March 2026

09Mar

One Nation, One Election — remedy worse than disease

9 A%, 949 SR — SARE § H 95a” sa™

09Mar

Onwards and upwards

T 9gd §U 3R PR Wi & oiR
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One Nation, One Election — remedy worse than disease
vas

n 2019, Indonesia held a historic one-day maximise stability and responsibility. India chose | menths. Such a government cannot present a full
election for the President, national and responsibility — continuous executive Budget under Articles 112-117 and would be
regional legislatures, and local councils. accountability rather than guaranteed tenure. limited to a Vote on Account (Article 116),
Aimed at cutting costs and simplifying Articles 75 and 164 establish the collective hampering fiscal governance.
administration, it came at a tragic human cost: responsibility of the executive to the legislature. Thus the “unexpired-term” mechanism is
nearly 900 poll workers died and over 5,000 fell Articles 83 and 172 prescribe only a maximum legally unworkable at the Union level beyond six
seriously ill. In 2024, there was again a heavy toll M.K. Stalin tenure of five years for legislatures, not a months and would require sweeping
— more than 100 deaths and nearly 15,000 s the Chief Minister guaranteed term. Early dissolution is, therefore, constitutional changes that risk distorting the
illnesses. In June 2025, the Constitutional Court of Tamil Nadu not a defect but a democratic safeguard, allowing | Constitution’s identity and violating the Basic
ruled that national and local elections must be voters to renew the mandate when confidence Structure doctrine.
held separately from 2029, two to two-and-a-half collapses. ONOE reverses this logic, treating The proposed Article 82A(5) empowers the ECI
years apart, citing voter and administrator dissolution as an administrative inconvenience to recommend deferral of State elections without
overload and the impact on democratic and subtly shifting India toward a clear criteria, time limits, or parliamentary
participation. quasi-presidential model that weakens legislative oversight, if unable to be conducted

Supporters of India’s ‘One Nation, One accountability. simultaneously with the Lok Sabha. Even Article
Election’ (ONOE) proposal argue that In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the 356 contains safeguards — parliamentary
synchronising the Lok Sabha (general election) Supreme Court of India affirmed that federalism approval and temporal limits. By contrast, Article
and State Assembly elections would reduce is part of the Constitution’s basic structure. States | 82A(5) creates a zone of unguided discretion.
expenditure, limit prolonged security are not mere administrative units but possess an If a State government falls mid-term, the Union
deployments, minimise disruptions caused by the independent constitutional identity. Their government could impose President’s Rule and
Model Code of Conduct (MCC), and prevent democratic rhythms may legitimately differ. defer elections, effectively governing the State
political parties from remaining in constant ONOE unsettles this principle. It allows State through the Governor. The incoming
campaign mode. Indonesia’s experience, mandates to be truncated not because legislative government, after elections, may inherit only a
however, offers a cautionary lesson. confidence has collapsed, but to align with the truncated tenure.

Comparative constitutional practice offers little national electoral calendar. If introduced in 2029, The issue is not whether such abuse is likely,
support for enforced electoral synchronisation. In a State electing its legislature in 2033 would see but that the Amendment makes it constitutionally
Canada, federal and provincial elections occur its mandate expire in just one year. possible. As Alexander Hamilton warned in
independently. In Australia, synchronisation is By contrast, staggered elections to Parliament, Federalist No. 59 (1788), the constitutional
impossible: State legislatures serve fixed four-year State Legislatures, and local bodies create a possibility of misuse is itself “an unanswerable
terms, while the federal House of Representatives continuous feedback mechanism, keeping objection.”
has a maximum tenure of three years. governments attentive to public sentiment. In a In the NJAC case (2015), the Court held that

Germany is often miscited. Its stability arises system without a right of recall, they serve as the constitutional validity depends on institutional
not from synchronised elections — Linder polls next best instrument of accountability. As James design, not assurances of benign exercise. An
are deliberately staggered — but from the Madison wrote in ‘Federalist No. 52’, frequent amendment that structurally endangers a basic
Constructive Vote of No Confidence, which elections ensure governments maintain feature is unconstitutional regardless of how
requires the Bundestag to elect a successor before “immediate dependence on, and sympathy with, power may be used in practice. ONOE risks
removing a Chancellor. the people.” violating federalism by enabling prolonged

South Africa and Indonesia use proportional unelected State governance in the name of
representation, which diffuses political power The problem of ‘unexpired-term’ elections synchronisation.
and protects minority voices. India’s ‘The most troubling feature is mid-term elections
first-past-the-post system lacks such safeguards, for unexpired legislative term. The Constitution The cost argument
allowing a national wave to sweep State elections. recognises no concept of a residual mandate. The fiscal burden of elections is
The United States offers an even weaker analogy: Although the proposed Articles 83(6) and 172(5) macro-economically negligible and the figures do
fixed electoral cycles function there because the claim that a newly elected House would not be a not justify a constitutional overhaul of such
executive’s tenure is insulated from legislative continuation of the previous one, they effectively magnitude.
confidence in a presidential system. preserve earlier electoral cycles to maintain The Parli ding Cc

synchronisation. This produces several estimates show combined Lok Sabha and State
The Constitutional Amendment proposal distortions. Assembly election spending at around ¥4,500
The most comprehensive blueprint emerged First, it devalues the franchise. Mid-cycle crore (2015-16), about 0.25% of the Union Budget
from the High-Level Committee ((2023-24) elections would produce governments with and 0.03% of GDP. PRS data shows Lok Sabha
chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind, truncated mandates, reducing elections to election costs historically ranged from
now taking legislative form in the Constitution provisional exercises and risking deeper voter 0.02%-0.05% of GDP (1957-2014). Elections are
(One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Amendment) apathy. held in phases (82 days in 2024), allowing the ECI
Bill, 2024. The proposed Article 82A empowers Second, it undermines governance and to rotate EVMs, VVPATSs, and security forces.
the President to notify an “appointed date” from accountability, as residual-term governments lack | Simultaneous polls would remove this flexibility
which all State Assembly tenures would align with incentives for structural reform, encouraging and demand costly new resources, weakening
the Lok Sabha’s cycle. Assemblies constituted populism and pelicy drift. Unlike the temporary claimed administrative gains.
after this date would have their tenure curtailed, constraints imposed by the MCC, truncated Is it wise to amend the Constitution and
even if their five-year term had not expired. The mandates could weaken governance for years weaken federalism to save fractions of 1% of GDP?
Bill also introduces “unexpired-term elections”: if rather than weeks. Elections are not an overhead to be minimised
alegislature is dissolved prematurely, the new India’s ‘One Third, it risks creating a “governance dead but the recurring price of self-government,
legislature would serve only the remainder of the Nati ‘ o zone”. The Amendment Bill does not specify the ensuring that power remains answerable to the
original term rather than receiving a fresh a[lo.n, X ne minimum duration of an “unexpired term” people.
mandate. Additionally, it grants the Election Election’ triggering a mid-term election. The Justice Kurian Joseph Committee on
Commission of India the authority to recommend proposal At the State level, deferring elections could Union-State Relations, constituted by the
deferring State elections if simultaneous conduct gravely prolong President’s Rule, conflicting with Article Government of Tamil Nadu, has recommended in
proves impracticable. Amendments are proposed undermines 356(5), which limits it to one year, extendable to Part 1 of its Report (February 2026) that the Bill
to Articles 83, 172, and 327. These changes raise federalism. three years only during a national emergency should be withdrawn — a stance endorsed by the
serious constitutional concerns. gov emanc; with Election Commission of India (ECI) Tamil Nadu government The promised benefits of

India deliberately adopted a parliamentary d o certification. the ONOE proposal are overstated, while its
system where governments survive only as long e_mo_cra[lc At the Union level, a caretaker government structural harms are profound. It distorts the
as they retain legislative confidence. In the principles and could remain in office awaiting synchronised Constitution’s identity and violates the basic
Constituent Assembly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar the voter elections, potentially breaching Article 85s structure. India must avoid repeating Indonesia’s
explained that democracy cannot simultaneously mandate requirement that Parliament meet every six mistake.

O09Mar. One Nation, One Election — remedy worse than disease

9 A%, g9 SR — AR § H 9gaR sa

One Nation, One Election and lessons from Indonesia

TP Y, TP g9 3R SSHRMT ¥ fiem aret v e

e |n 2019, Indonesia held a historic one-day election for the President, national and
regional legislatures, and local councils.

2019 H SR 3 Igufa, I ok &t faumayTeif au wirita ufvwdi & fore
SfaeTRie te-feaxila gama smaifoa fea

e Aimed at cutting costs and simplifying administration, it came at a tragic human cost:
nearly 900 poll workers died and over 5,000 fell seriously ill.

Td HH A 3R YR B WA §9H & 357 ¥ 6T U 39 g6 &1 Ada $iud 9gd
YR} Ut THTHT 900 AAGH I Y Y 85 3R 5,000 A 3 MR w0 A fHurR us 7|

e In 2024, there was again a heavy toll — more than 100 deaths and nearly 15,000 illnesses.

2024 F 1ff YT THE g3 — 100 | 34 M 3R TIHT 15,000 SHATRAT 3ol Bt 7T |
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e InJune 2025, the Constitutional Court ruled that national and local elections must be
held separately from 2029, two to two-and-a-half years apart, citing voter and
administrator overload and the impact on democratic participation.

S 2025 H HauTie Ararerd A (R faar s 2020 & WP IR RITHIG GATT SERT-SET
Smaiferd fpu omd, €1 A € a9 & iaRTd W, i Aderarsil 3Nk U=Is! WR Srdfie
TETd YT APdiA® HFTGRT U YHTE TS 6T 4T

e Supporters of India’s ‘One Nation, One Election’ (ONOE) proposal argue that
synchronising the Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections would reduce expenditure,
limit prolonged security deployments, minimise disruptions caused by the Model Code
of Conduct, and prevent political parties from remaining in constant campaign mode.
YRA & T Y, TP AT UXATd P Jadeb] &1 e § fob e HT 3R I fauraHt gamat
B TP WY PIM A W DA I, A THT T R&T AT T, SER wigar & g1 areft
YT HH it R Ie-ifa® oo avmar gAardt s o 7Y 3

¢ Indonesia’s experience, however, o+ ers a cautionary lesson.

BTl SSIMTRMT BT YT UF Aara-iIqul e TId Hdl ¢ |

e Comparative constitutional practice oe ers little support for enforced electoral
synchronisation.

TATHS HAUAS sgawT gATal & SUfard Tu=aa & e aga w0 Iud= veH a8l

e In Canada, federal and provincial elections occur independently.

FATST § T 3R Wity g-1a W U A g &

e In Australia, synchronisation is impossible: State legislatures serve fixed four-year
terms, while the federal House of Representatives has a maximum tenure of three
years.
TR & gu=ag Wva 781 ?: Ieg furaiel @1 fAifda IR adfa sdere §ar g, sefe
g gfafaftr aur &1 sftrean srdea &9 ad g1

e Germany is often miscited.
St BT ISR SRR TAd aiid & fear S 3|

e |ts stability arises not from synchronised elections — Lander polls are deliberately
staggered — but from the Constructive Vote of No Cone dence, which requires the
Bundestag to elect a successor before removing a Chancellor.
3Iqa! R gaf<a gamat A 78 afer o fayr ware J ol 3, o gevenT
P TR B geM A UG STRIFUBRI BT AT HIAT 81T €, T Iy AT ATHGHP
S-S THY U HIIT AT & |

e South Africa and Indonesia use proportional representation, which die uses political
power and protects minority voices.

Sferor srpteT iR SeAfRm & srquifas ufaf~ifira womedt &1 SuavT g ], it Irerifae
TifeT Y Tl 8 SR SITURIRSTSH STATSl DI I&T Helt |

e India’s « rst-past-the-post system lacks such safeguards, allowing a national wave to
sweep State elections.

YR BT YYH-UTH-UIE JUITeR & T YR&T SUT 181 5, o) P 9”39 gl 31 off
FUTRA 7 Tbelt |

e The United States o¢ ers an even weaker analogy: fixed electoral cycles function there
because the executive’s tenure is insulated from legislative cone dence in a
presidential system. ]

HYT VT AR BT IaTe0 3R Hl 3 IS g, T d6l IPUTT YuIedt § SrIdTieST

BT Friwra fyurd fayra & W gar |

The Constitutional Amendment proposal

YT TNy TRdTd

e The most comprehensive blueprint emerged from the High-Level Committee (2023-24)
chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind, now taking legislative form in the
Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024.

T TP U@ 2023-24 P Ia WRIT AT QA o1, Rt sremeren g rgufa
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I ATY Pifde A o, 3R R 39 dfaur @ | ITdTar I=meq) fAdas, 2024 F = o
TR faran T g

e The proposed Article 82A empowers the President to notify an “appointed date” from
which all State Assembly tenures would align with the Lok Sabha’s cycle.
TRATTI 306 82A PUfa &I T “fruifa fafdr 9ifva o7 &1 ofieR 3 3, s are
Tt o faumuTel 1 FRiGTa AeayT & gA1d T & 1Y A9 81 S|

e Assemblies constituted after this date would have their tenure curtailed, even if their ¢ ve-
year term had not expired. ]
39 fafy & a1g fea fuauTet &1 srieTa 9 R fear s, Yo g SH@ ura ad &1
HRIBTA T §AT §I

e The Bill also introduces “unexpired-term elections”: if a legislature is dissolved
prematurely, the new legislature would serve only the remainder of the original term
rather than receiving a fresh mandate.

T8 fadge “3rqufl srieTa g o1 srayron o TRgd FRal 8: afe frumy I9g 3 uga
YT Y STl §, A 13 fau =yt Fad AV SriEd a9 g S S, I 471 gut SR A8t
e

e Additionally, it grants the Election Commission of India the authority to recommend
deferring State elections if simultaneous conduct proves impracticable.
% SifaRad I8 URd fHrafea smaw &1 a8 sifieR a1 § % afe v |1y ga1a -1 5yd
g1, 1 98 ST g1 IR B B RAe1iesr o= 9|

e Amendments are proposed to Articles 83, 172, and 327.
3% forT 3rgdg 83, 172 3R 327 H TRy wRaTfad fbw MU B

e These changes raise serious constitutional concerns.
3 givad= TR Wi fiang S #d 8

e India deliberately adopted a parliamentary system where governments survive only as
long as they retain legislative cone dence.
YR A TFEHR TG YOS 3TATE fH GRPBIY a9 9@ -1 Ig<lt & oI ab I8
faenfyeT o1 fayrT wrw gar 21

¢ Inthe Constituent Assembly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar explained that democracy cannot
simultaneously maximise stability and responsibility.
TR quT § 7. ft. 3R, SidsHR 3 Wy a1 41 & A v qry fRRET 3R IWRefa
Sl &Y Sifiwan A8l Y addr|

e India chose responsibility — continuous executive accountability rather than
guaranteed tenure.

YR A IR DI AT — 3fTq BRI B FRax saraest, 7 % fAfda srdem)

e Articles 75 and 164 establish the collective responsibility of the executive to the
legislature.

3¢ 75 3R 164 fauTReT & ufe srdurfereT ) Tt Rrfer wiitd #d g

e Articles 83 and 172 prescribe only a maximum tenure of ¢ ve years for legislatures, not a
guaranteed term.

TG 83 3R 172 Haal FAumaHISH & fre siftreraw uia avf &1 srifeTa Mufd Hd &,
ffsra srie 78|

e Early dissolution is, therefore, not a defect but a democratic safeguard, allowing voters
to renew the mandate when cone dence collapses.

ST HAYd faged Sy T8l afed Sediite JR&m SUM g, S fayr aure g9 w)
HASTAT3if B 49T S 39 BT GH: a1 &

e ONOE reverses this logic, treating dissolution as an administrative inconvenience and
subtly shifting India toward a quasi-presidential model that weakens legislative
accountability.

W%wwwﬁﬁwﬁ%,aﬁﬁmﬁma@%mww%ﬁ?
fR-gR aref-Irgufer yomelt Y ok & wiman 3, Rl faurfh sraradd) Faeik g1 3

Federalism, ONOE and constitutional concerns

Teare, wvgwiﬁaeﬁ?ﬂ%mﬁwﬁmq
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In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of India as rmed that
federalism is part of the Constitution’s basic structure.
TY.3MR. T §9TH HRT 99 (1994) T YR & Hai= <qrarad - I8 9iivd fear f wedrg
TfAeT o Yo e &1 /w21
States are not mere administrative units but possess an independent constitutional
identity.
ST Had YR SHTFAT Te1 & Sfeep ST W AAUIID ATRIa 21
Their democratlc rhythms may legitimately die er.

ufehand w@rifds w0 3 fir g gt 81
ONOE unsettles this pr|nC|pIe
TS Y, T g9 39 Rigia o SRR FRarg|
It allows State mandates to be truncated not because legislative cone dence has
collapsed, but to align with the national electoral calendar.
Ig ISl & TSR P BIeT B B gafd a1 3, 7 i faeumht fayry gura 81 & srRor,
fesh IERT FATEN Bl & ATY FH=Y & Q|
If introduced in 2029, a State electing its legislature in 2033 would see its mandate expire
in just one year.

gfe 39 2029 T A1 o ST, < 2033 ® MU fA=AHT T 14T M9 <2 o ST
TR $ad TP a9 A T §1 ST |

By contrast, staggered elections to Parliament, State Legislatures, and local bodies
create a continuous feedback mechanism, keeping governments attentive to public
sentiment.

g% fAuia Te, Tsa faumaursit iR R el & SrerT-3re T T9g W) 9419 Uh
R wfafsran & 591a §, O SRR SmuTasil & ufa won Tt 81

In a system without a right of recall, they serve as the next best instrument of
accountability.

T yoTett # SeT ugegd B3 &1 RPR el €, d STarads! &7 3RTAT Jaiad J1e- §7d § |
As James Madison wrote in ‘Federalist No. 52’, frequent elections ensure governments
maintain “immediate dependence on, and sympathy with, the people.”

S fob v AT 7 BesxfeRe W 52’ ¥ foral, IR-aOR 811 a1dl gH1a gAfdd Hvd € b
WHR “aANT R dopra FHRar iR 39 ufa gergyfer a9 |

The problem of ‘unexpired-term’ elections

AT BT FERT

The most troubling feature is mid-term elections for unexpired legislative term.

T ferarere fa=iwar ¢ srquf faumht wrfera & fore weamaf gamg |

The Constitution recognises no concept of a residual mandate.

TFAYT # (Y TR P PIS YRV 81 5

Although the proposed Articles 83(6) and 172(5) claim that a newly elected House would
not be a continuation of the previous one, they e« ectively preserve earlier electoral
cycles to maintain synchronisation.

BTciiTeh TEATTAd SrIedG 83(6) MR 172(5) U ard1 B ¢ & 18 Fraffara we froa &1
Favar 11 g, U 2t o Ja=ag 91T 7@ & g RA gATd! 996 B gUTd 9 & 9491
T@a g

This produces several distortions.

T Fs fapfaal Iow g1t 8

First, it devalues the franchise.

UG, I8 HATUBR & Hged P HH Hdl ¢

Mid-cycle elections would produce governments with truncated mandates, reducing
elections to provisional exercises and risking deeper voter apathy.

ATy gATd DI TR ATel TRBIY Ul H, o AT SrRATA wfshar a1 g ok
TAGIAT STl §¢ $T GaxT ghTl|

Second, it undermines governance and accountability, as residual-term governments
lack incentives for structural reform, encouraging populism and policy drift.
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IR, U6 AT 3R TATIG8] DY FHER ST 8, Hlfch AT BRABT dTell WRBRI b UTH
TEATHS GUR & e wieare=T =18 ghar, S afeguras Hifaar ok Hifera famew s
THd |

e Unlike the temporary constraints imposed by the Model Code of Conduct, truncated
mandates could weaken governance for years rather than weeks.

TR T gRT A TC STt yfeael & [Ausia, Sie FHIGRT Awiel & a9 9t ab
R Pt FHGR B Thd 3|

e Third, it risks creating a “governance dead zone”.
TR, T8 “RMIA BT Y &5 T4 BT SRIY U Bl g

e The Amendment Bill does not specify the minimum duration of an “unexpired term”
triggering a mid-term election.
=Y fadae g Wy 51 Rl o AeAmafd gH1a IR B & g srquf srdera ot
AqH afy & ghit |

e Atthe State level, deferring elections could prolong President’s Rule, cone icting with
Article 356(5), which limits it to one year, extendable to three years only during a national
emergency with Election Commission certification.
ST TR R, TG RGBT A AP AT Wl € qhell 8, 1 354 356(5) I Thl
%, ol 59 U@ adf oo Wifia foban T & SR WP smuTaeTer & g1 Fafes sma &
THTOA & 1Y g 9 af a% gerar o aear 2|

e Atthe Union level, a caretaker government could remain in os ce awaiting synchronised
elections, potentially breaching Article 85’s requirement that Parliament meet every six
months.

Fg TR R, PGS PR JAfd gATa] B Uehtedt & ug IR 9+t 78 I 7, v
TG 85 b I UMAYT BT Seai™ & Hbdl ¢ FrH HHE P I5P &< O A A g1
SATARTS B

e Such a government cannot present a full Budget under Articles 112-117 and would be
limited to a Vote on Account (Article 116), hampering ¢ scal governance.

Tt TREBR WG 112-117 & d8d YUI guie UG ol Y APdl 3R 3 Had aWg
(3T 116) I AIferd Xg-11 grm, fored fasfta <ma=r wwrfaa g

e Thus the “unexpired-term” mechanism is legally unworkable at the Union level beyond
six months and would require sweeping constitutional changes that risk distorting the
Constltutlon s identity and violating the Basic Structure doctrine.

YHR “3quf FRieTa” dF Fg TWR W 8 A1 A iftre & fie s v d surasie
qﬁ%@?gﬂ%%ﬁwﬁmﬁwm&nﬁwaﬁ o Afayr 3t uga 3t fagpa
P 3R Y& AT Rigid BT Iegq B $T ey YT Hd 8

e The proposed Article 82A(5) empowers the Election Commission of India to recommend
deferral of State elections without clear criteria, time limits, or parliamentary oversight,
if unable to be conducted simultaneously with the Lok Sabha.

TRATAd g 82A(5) HIRE fHafaT SIRT &1 I8 PR a7 § % afe aeaur & wry
AT TP 1Y BT GHT g, 1 a8 39 gHT1d IR HA 3t w1 s 9, o= wy
AFES, 0T T a1 e AR & |

e Even Article 356 contains safeguards — parliamentary approval and temporal limits.
Tgl d% % 3rgsde 356 A H YRam Uty — wuda Wl 3k Jwg W dg 3|

e By contrast, Article 82A(5) creates a zone of unguided discretion.

TP AU 3¢ 82A(5) FISTEN RReReR &1 &7 s 8|

ONOE: constitutional risks and cost argument

TS Y TP gA19: HauTep ifew 3R anrd ad

o |f a State government falls mid-term, the Union government could impose President’s
Rule and defer elections, e« ectively governing the State through the Governor.

gfe frdl I TRPR o1 SrdeTd ST § AW 81 o1 8, Al $% WRPR IPUf WRA AR,
maﬁﬁgaﬁvwwﬁammé O YT T T 99T & WTSAH o Tern
ST HHaT 3|
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e The incoming government, after elections, may inherit only a truncated tenure.
TG & d1G 3 T 73 WRPR D! Had Wi SrieTd Hd qohdr |

e Theissue is not whether such abuse is likely, but that the Amendment makes it
constitutionally possible.

e1 7% 16} € b U gouahT §ua § a1 78, 9fwp % § & g% wnite 39 daue su d
UG g1 3T &

e As Alexander Hamilton warned in Federalist No. 59 (1788), the constitutional possibility
of misuse is itself “an unanswerable objection.”

ST o Sraasier aftree A hevifee |@AT 59 (1788) & Jarasii ¢l o, gUANT #t Adef®
TUTET € W § U« Smufy |

¢ Inthe NJAC case (2015), the Supreme Court held that constitutional validity depends on
institutional design, not assurances of benign exercise.

TSI HTHET (2015) § Hat=d <qTaTey = H81 & AU dudr IRITE afd i) AR
Pl 3, 7 o T & Fega-Tgul T & MY W |

e Anamendment that structurally endangers a basic feature is unconstitutional regardless
of how power may be used in practice.

T e S Sfae B got faRivdr &) GEee 9§ @R § STad1 €, 98 SRiduTe
2, 918 SIdeR | Xfad &1 SUaT &4 ot far smw|

e ONOE risks violating federalism by enabling prolonged unelected State governance in
the name of synchronisation.

TS Y TS TG HYAIG & Ieed BT GG UaT T 3, Rifd 395 A1 § 9999 &
A W @ §9Y a9 faffaa 7 g9 arelt 50 SReR 99 gadl 81

The cost argument
ARTd BT db

e The ¢ scal burden of elections is Marro-economically negligible and the ¢« gures do not
justify a constitutional overhaul of such magnitude. ]
A4l BT fafia g qufy srferawin & TR ™ 7Y § 3R 3ifhs 3a1 98 Waulfe
e @1 3fa 981 savm|

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee estimates show combined Lok Sabha and State
Assembly election spending at around ¥4,500 crore (2015-16), about 0.25% of the Union
Budget and 0.03% of GDP.

T R Jfa & U & SR AeaYT 3R IS AUt g6l R Sgad T
TRTHT 24,500 BRAS (2015-16) UT, ST PG ToIC PT ATHIT 0.25% 3R SIS YT BT TTHT
0.03% g

e PRS data shows Lok Sabha election costs historically ranged from 0.02%-0.05% of GDP
(1957-2014).

TRTH 3PS T & b AHTHT AT B1 arTd AfdgTRie wu I sHSTf F 0.0206 A
0.05% (1957-2014) & &9 3T €1

e Elections are held in phases (82 days in 2024), allowing the Election Commission of
India to rotate EVMs, VVPATS, and security forces.
AT IRON H maRra fPe o & (2024 W 82 f&7), SR yRa fatam smaiT ) $dium,
didite 3R GR&T el B FHTH SUUNT H ! giaer e g1

e Simultaneous polls would remove this « exibility and demand costly new resources,
weakening claimed administrative gains.
TS 1Y TG 37 AT P JUT HR 31 3R TGN T W81 Pt Smazaear gift,
e yRImaf® @1y & gId AR g1 SIa |

e Isitwise to amend the Constitution and weaken federalism to save fractions of 1% of
GDP?

FT ISR & 1% & B A T B 791 & e dfqur= & Sxu= &R Juare & FHER
AT IR 82

e Elections are not an overhead to be minimised but the recurring price of self-
government, ensuring that power remains answerable to the people.
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o a1 S=a1 & ufa saTads S+ IR |

The Justice Kurian Joseph Committee on Union-State Relations, constituted by the
Government of Tamil Nadu, has recommended in Part | of its Report (February 2026) that
the Bill should be withdrawn — a stance endorsed by the Tamil Nadu government.

AR TRBR GRT MfSd Ardfd ia

TRE Afifa (Se—reg "9 7 g Rod &

YR | (WRa} 2026) A RIwGIR 1 € fo fadae o ferar s anfau, ok 39 3@ &1
aftraTg WReR 1 guds fFar g1

The promised benee ts of the ONOE proposal are overstated, while its structural harms

are profound.

T Y TP g9 Y19 & Jifed arH Sfarford §, Said 39% Iva-TeTe JHur e g |
It distorts the Constitution’s identity and violates the basic structure.

Ig fau™ 9t vgar &1 fapd sear 8 SR ga TR Risia &1 Ieau+ $dl ¢

India must avoid repeating Indonesia’s mistake.

YR &I SSRAT B} Tddl gev™ A 97 Tl

Onwards and upwards

The 73 and 74" Constitutional Amendment Acts, 1992, mandate 33% reservation for women in panchayati raj institutions across India, includi

examines whether women have moved from being seen as ‘proxies” or ‘rubber stamp’ heads to achieving true empowerment. Hearteningly. many women leaders have mdwd W rwul real power

servation for women in local self-go-
vernance institutions, are based on
the premise that political participation is the
‘master key’ that would allow marginalised
groups to unlock the doors of justice and legal
protection.

Emphasising equality across all levels of gover-
nance — from panchayat to Parliament - the In-
dian federal system recognised that meaningful
political participation of women must begin at
the grassroots. However, a society deeply rooted
in caste and patriarchy often overlooked their
true potential, viewing them as mere “proxies”
or “placeholders™ for their male relatives.

Nevertheless, the system of reserving seats for
women, across all rungs of society, has indeed
fulfilled its purpose, bringing generations of wo-
‘men to the forefront, ready to claim their rightful
space at various levels.

The State’s youngest panchayat president, R.
Sharukala, exemplifies an emerging, confident
generation of powerful women in local gover-
mance. Just 22 when elected to the Venkatamparti
Panchayat, the engineering graduate embraced
her role with a determination to succeed where
‘many of her male predecessors had failed.

“1 come from a modest family of farmers and
teachers with no political lineage. My entry into
politics was no accident, but a deliberate move to
‘make a difference in my village.” Ms. Sharukala
says.

he 73+ and 74* Constitutional Amend-
T ment Acts of 1992, mandating 33% re-

Bridging gaps

Ms. Sharukala recalls a milestone: connecting the
Muthammalpuram Scheduled Caste habitation
to the main village with a bridge. “For over 30
years, the settlement remained isolated by a di-
viding river. However, with the support of the ad-
ministration, we bridged the gap - literally and
socially,” she says.

While there was no direct opposition, admi-
nistrative slackness in sanctioning the required
infrastructure demanded persistence and sus-
tained legal follow-ups to break the decades-lang
isolation of the settlement.

Ms. Sharukala also tapped into 15* Finance
Commission grants and Mines and Minerals
funds to provide tap water connections to nearly
3,367 households across 23 villages. She faced
charges of corruption from male officials and
staff members, but dismissed them as baseless
and resolved not to lose her footing.

Stifling women’s voices
The path for a woman panchayat leader is rarely
easy. In many cases, it is even more challenging
than what Ms. Sharukala endured. The expe-
rience of T. Panchavarnam, president of the Siru-
kudi Panchayat in Sivaganga, proves i

Despite winning the national Best Village Pan-
chayat Award from the President of India in 2023,
Ms. Panchavarnam recalls persistent attempts by
male colleagues and politically influential figures
to stifle her initiatives and restrict her ability to
serve the people.

After she won the panchayat elections under
the reservation quota, she was opposed by mem-
bers of her own community for refusing to follow
the corrupt “commission” system and be a mere
“rubber stamp” for local power-brokers.

‘Even for basic improvements like laying roads,
installing streetlights, and permitting projects,
she had to navigate a labyrinth of bureaucratic
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delays and deep-seated prejudices that sought to
deny these essential services to marginalised

‘However, she says, she has won over the peo-
ple, both from her community and others,
through consistent performance and by deliver-
ing visible development that had long been lack-
ing in the panchayat.
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Caste-ge

Bhuvaneshwari Perumal, a Dalit, started as a
noon-meal organiser at a government school.
She has now become the first woman chairper-
son of the district panchayat council in Kallakur-
ichi district.

She was elected unopposed to the 19-member
council in the indirect elections to the local bo-
dies in October 2021.

Ms. Bhuvaneshwari recalled facing severe
caste discrimination from school authorities dur-
ing her stint as a noon-meal organiser in Thiyaga-
durgam. However, she soldiered on, and scored
a number of achievements that benefited the
village:

T nmm Selvi, former vice-president of Ka-
meshwaram panchayat in Nagapattinam distri
and the only fishing community representative
‘among nine panchayat members, said her strug-
gle was both within and outside the panchayat.

“I was mocked in my own community for rid-
ing a two-wheeler. They said two-wheelers were
‘only for men. Later, the same people
it, and even started asking me for lifts!” she
added.

Within the panchayat, she felt the barriers
were more subtle. “Because | am a woman from
the fishing community, 1 rarely have opportuni-
ties to speak. Discrimination is often not obvious
— when I speak, they look elsewhere. You know
they are avoiding you, but it is difficult to prove
it,” she said.

“The one thing women representatives still
lack, compared with men, is the basic right to be
heard.”

Asserting agency

Reflecting on the discrimination faced by the wo-
men panchayat leaders, especially those from
the Scheduled Castes, even while performing
basic tasks such as hoisting flags, occupying their
official seat, and signing project approvals, auth-
or, activist, and researcher V. Geetha says the sys-
tem h.u “failed to addnass such issues”.

Nevertheless, the system of reserving
seats for women, across all rungs of
society. has indeed fulfilled its
nerations of
women (o the forefront, ready to claim
their rightful sj at various levels

Scheduled Caste women leaders.

From the murder of Communist Party of India
(Marxist) Madurai Corporation councillor K. Lee-
lavathi in 1997 to the murderous attack in 2011 on
Krishnaveni, a member of the Arundhathiyar
caste and panchayat president of North Thazhai-
yuthu in Tirunelveli, and the recent instance of a
Dalit woman president in Tiruvallur district be-
ing denied the right to hoist the national flag on
Independence Day, several incidents serve as re-
minders that while the law grants equality, the
social fabric remains resistant to accepting the
change.

Relentless fight

Despite severe injuries, Ms. Krishnaveni survived
and decided to fight the assailants legally. She
stood her ground against dominant-caste men to
build toilets for women and declared that if sup-
porting basic needs is a crime, it is the men who
should hang their heads in shame, not the thou-
sands of women leaders who are o

of grama sabha meelmgs. 15 days before the ac-
tual grama sabl

Ms. I.ru]huj.i oe, “As women panchayat lead-
ers, we ourselves must understand the grama
sabha first. It is equally vital to take that know-
ledge to every woman and child in rhe panchayat
to balance the democratic

This practice does more than just educate;
fosters a sense of psychological safety. She adds
gives women the confidence to voice their opi-
nions, reinforcing the idea that the grama sabha
is a platform designed for their participation and
empowerment.

Changing tides

The Tamil Nadu Women Panchayat Presidents’
Federation was established in the early 2000s. It
played a pivotal role in reinforcing the constitu-
tional mandate of local leaders. It allowed wo-
men to bypass middlemen and establish direct
contact with top political figures, leveraging the
collective power of the thousands of citizens they
represented.

Political onlookers, realising the Federation's
potential to achieve collective bargainin; er
and transform an individual battle for sus in-
to a unified movement for systemic administra-
tive reform, viewed its growth as an existential
threat, Mr. Palanithurai notes.

Consequently, concerted efforts were made to
render the obsolete, ensuring that

assert their rights.

Throughout the gruelling 13-year legal battle,
Ms. Krishnaveni faced constant threats and im-
mense pressure to accept a settlement and with-
draw the case. However, her resolve remained
unshakeable, as she declared: “I will not give up
until justice is served.”

Her persistence was rewarded in 2024 when
the ﬁnlnclwh Special Court for SC/ST Act C: a%ei

to double life impri
verdlct recently upheld by the Madras ngh
Court,

G. I’dldmlhuml, former professor at the De-
partment of Political Science and Development
Administration of Gandhigram Rural Institute,
said that throughout the country, following the
amendments which brought in significant and
tangible changes in local governance, the prac-
tice of power capture evolved.

“To an extent, undermining the spirit of the
law by using women and margi represen-
tatives as proxies is no lunger the preserve of

g:nms.mnns once provid d vigorous training for
women leaders, r)n.-u- initiatives have become a
routine formality or ceased altogether.

However, she is quick to point out that even if

a systemic revolution has not yet happened, the
33% reservation in panchayati raj institutions still
represents a monumental shift. According to Ms.
Geetha, women initially perceived as proxies for
their families often begin to assert their own
agency once they master administrative
intricacies.

Countering those who believe no tangible
«change has occurred on the ground in the past
30 years, she argues that much has changed, es-
pecially in terms of who can and does claim pow-
‘er when given the right platform.

‘While women are often criticised for being un-
der the influence of men and their political cir-
«cles, the incremental progress in their participa-
tion must be viewed alongside the extreme
violence and systemic discrimination targeted at
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elites and domi . he said.

While established pnwer cEn[res allow local
leaders to fulfil basic needs such as roads and
electricity supply, they fear any attempts to touch
the “core” issues of social justice and land rights,
which they perceive as a direct threat to caste do-
‘minance, he says.

But women, who strengthen their position in
the power structure, often try to stretch the limits
by doing more than essential tasks and touch
upon the basic issues of social dignity, he adds.

Increasing awareness

In one such attempt to take over the reins of a lo-
cal body (the grama sabha), M. Subbulakshmi,
president of the Varaganoor panchayat in Tenka-
si district, and 8. Indhuja, vice-president of the
panchayat, who received the Best Panchayat
Award from President Droupadi Murmu in 2024,
have been conducting Mahila Sabha (women
council) and Bala Sabha (children council) to
educate women and students on the importance

9971932488

the power remained fragmented and, thus, ea-
sier to control, he says.

However, K. Balabharathi, former MLA and
State vice-president of the All India Democratic

ee

Though we keep hearing about the
discrimination against Dalit women leaders
nd interference of dominant caste members
in decision-making, that should be..
understood as a sign that these deep-seated
power structures are finally being challenged

K. BALABHARATHI,
former ML and Stae icepresident of Al i Democratic
Wamen’s Assaciatio

‘Women's Association, says the awareness created
among the women leaders and members of the
public through NGO, civil society organisations,
political parties, and governments cannot be to-
tally disregarded, as these collective efforts have
successfully shifted the narrative from mere sym-
bolic representation to active, informed partici-
pation, with increased agency in the decision-
‘making process.

“Though we keep hearing about the discrimi-
nation against Dalit women leaders and interfe-
rence of dominant caste members in decision-
‘making, that should be seen along with media
coverage of such incidents and understood as a
sign that these deep-seated power structures are
finally being challenged,” she points out.

“The increased visibility of such conflicts often
stems from the fact that Dalit women are now
more frequently asserting their legal authority
and refusing to remain silent in the face of tradi-
tional hierarchies,” she says.

(With inputs from S. Prasad in Cuddalore
and Nacchinarkkiniyan M. in Tiruchi)
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09Mar. Onwards and upwards

3T Fed §T SR e wiifa &1 8k

The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts, 1992, mandate 33% reservation for
women in panchayati raj institutions across India, including for the post of chairperson.
1992 & 739 3T 749 TauTfae W= iftfay @ uRd & vt e Smeit o
afgenaii ¥ Iy 33% MR&T Sifard Fxd 8, o aH Sredel ug +ff I g

C. Palanivel Rajan examines whether women have moved from being seen as ‘proxies’ or
‘rubber stamp’ heads to achieving true empowerment.

. yafde o1 I8 SEd § f o afeant uiwil a1 YaRv R Aa1 Y OF § 31 dgh)
IRAfAD AR GIRTA HR ID! ¢ |

Hearteningly, many women leaders have indeed wrested real power.

=M & 91d § fob s Afgar Aarsit 7 araa ¥ arafa® wfed s1Ria &t g

The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Acts of 1992, mandating 33% reservation
for women in local self-governance institutions, are based on the premise that political
participation is the ‘master key’ that would allow marginalised groups to unlock the doors
of justice and legal protection.

1992 & 739 3R 749 wauTe WA siftfam, o wirig wxmee Sire & afgarsi
% 1T 339 SMRET Sifard I 7, 39 Rigia W 3nutid € fos werifae urfierRt 98 AaReR
Polt’ ¢ ol dferd TEl & <A 3R BT GREM & gR \ie J Ferd F1eh o |
Emphasising equality across all levels of governance — from panchayat to Parliament,
the Indian federal system recognised that meaningful political participation of women
must begin at the grassroots.

TIRId | 616 dh AN & I WRI TR JATET W SR ¢d §U HRATT SHg a7 = T
T afgenstl o1 Trde werifae UFlieRt & Herd FTHA W 9 gt areul

However, a society deeply rooted in caste and patriarchy often overlooked their true
potential, viewing them as mere “proxies” or “placeholders” for their male relatives.
gTailes STt SR FIgRT & TERTS ¥ S/dhs FHTS! 7 SRR 376! IRATAD &HdT B ToR e
foran 3R I Fad “HIRIl” A1 “RIFTA” & FT & <77 1 30 g3y Rzaer) &1 ufaffta
IR B

Nevertheless, the system of reserving seats for women, across all rungs of society, has
indeed fulfilled its purpose, bringing generations of women to the forefront, ready to claim
their rightful space at various levels.

52 ot afgemail & forw e emRevT ot sraw 3 THT & Tt TR W 3uAT SeRT W fhar §
3R wfgemsit @1 fifeat @1 om) arex faftE TRl R 76T a4 T fam &1 Ik §9r 3|

The State’s youngest panchayat president, R. Sharukala, exemplifies an emerging,
confident generation of powerful women in local governance.

g B I YT U e, R, AR aT, RITHIY AT F IHR< g3 reAfayrft e
Rifa=iTe Afgens o 78 didt &1 IamRu €
Just 22 when elected to the Venkatampatti Panchayat, the engineering graduate

embraced her role with a determination to succeed where many of her male predecessors
had failed.

dPHeTHUE UaRId & o g1 T & §HY 98 Had 22 94 31 o SR 59 gelifraiT A 3
I8 T¢ AP Y [T S51 s GoU gdddl 3¥hd 3G U

“l come from a modest family of farmers and teachers with no political lineage.”

7 fHar 3R gt & U JTURY IRER T 34K § et oIS Ieifae 971 78 g 1”

“My entry into politics was no accident, but a deliberate move to make a difference in my
village,” Ms. Sharukala says.

TSI & -1 YA blg TGN el T, dfeeh 30 i H URad= @1 &1 U Jad fHokg 47,7
UFHAl Hedl ¢

Bridgipg gaps

&I greAT
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e Ms. Sharukala recalls a milestone: connecting the Muthammalpuram Scheduled Caste
habitation to the main village with a bridge.

MEHAT T Heayul IUafss &1 a7¢ HRcl & GUHARY Jgfrd Sifd st & g1 ifg 9
T Yad GRIT Siie|
e “Forover 30 years, the settlement remained isolated by a dividing river.”

“30 qUT T 3HfYH JHY P I8 St U fAHTRIT T & HRUT SreT-YeT &1 17

e “However, with the support of the administration, we bridged the gap — literally and
socially,” she says.
éammmq%mﬁ@eﬁrwaﬁaﬁwaﬁ?wmwﬁwﬁmragm

I

¢ While there was no direct opposition, administrative slackness in sanctioning the required
infrastructure demanded persistence and sustained legal follow-ups.

BTqld s et faRte 76T 1, Afd T Saxge giardl eTa & dol o & w=mafa® fears &
HRUT TAMAR Tdl 3R BT UATH &1 Al US|

e Ms. Sharukala also tapped into 15th Finance Commission grants and Mines and Minerals

funds to provide tap water connections to nearly 3,367 households across 23 villages.

TMeHAT A 159 faT ST ST 3R @fAet Y &1 IuahT o gU 23 7ifat & T 3,367
W H 6 A HARM U BRI

e She faced charges of corruption from male officials and staff members, but dismissed
them as baseless.

3% IO 1Al 3ik Searival § UPRR & 3RIY SoH U3, Afbd 3514 3¢ FFRIYR
S|

Stifling women’s voices

Afgarsi &t rarst g T

e The path for awoman panchayat leader is rarely easy.
T HigeT GaTad 4T 1 I IS € HH ST g 2

e The experience of T. Panchavarnam, president of the Sirukudi Panchayat, proves it.
Rregp st varad o1 sreger &, vaquia &1 3ya 39 Wifad HRaT 8|

e Despite winning the national Best Village Panchayat Award from the President of India in
2023, she recalls persistent attempts by male colleagues to stifle her initiatives.
2023 # YRA & APUfd J AP FAAY UTH GAGd REBR Sia & STaefa S0 I
FeuIRa gRT1 3% UATH! Bl ga B TR IR TS 2|

o After she won the panchayat elections under the reservation quota, she was opposed by
members of her own community.
SREIUT PIeT & dgd Uardd gHTd Siid- & a1 Hi 35 S0~ TG & A1 o [AR1Y BT AT
HATUST

e Evenfor basic improvements like roads, streetlights, and projects, she had to navigate a
labyrinth of bureaucratic delays and deep-seated prejudices.

HeP, Elcarse 3R 37 uRvarerreil 38 gfard gurt & forg of 3= Aevamd) 3 ik
TSl IS 9T Yatugl & Sfed Sifd ¥ TR UgT|

Caste-gender dynamics

SiTfer 3R foiv Y wifeeren

e Bhuvaneshwari Perumal, a Dalit, started as a noon-meal organiser at a government
school.
Sfra afgar Yayd I0d 2 U6 RORI @ d 4 [e-8 Wia mae® & =0 § YIS D1
e She has now become the first woman chairperson of the district panchayat council in
Kallakurichi district.
319 a8 Heanpiv ford 3t Rrar varaa ufvug &t ugel afgar srwer 9 1S 8|
e Ms. Bhuvaneshwari recalled facing severe caste discrimination during her stint as a noon-
meal organiser.
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Yy A firs-3 Wia smiore & =0 d S/ FHrd 907 1R SAfaird WeHTd ST 91 HA

CAISRIEET
e However, she soldiered on, and scored a number of achievements that benefited the
villages.

fope 1t IR T St 3T 3R B IuatRrar gy Bt foF ie) &1 ey e

Asserting agency
AT DT gIdl

e Author, activist, and researcher V. Geetha says the system has often failed to address
discrimination faced by women panchayat leaders.

AT, ATHTRTS Sri®d 3R XMepal dY. T Hedl ¢ fo saaRIT 3R A v=amrad
Aarelt & RaaTs Ny & gr He H fIwa W 7l

e However, she notes that the 33% reservation in panchayati raj institutions still represents
a monumental shift.
52 o o Pl ¥ 5 damadt Iet TwATSi A 33% 3RET U VTS Feara &1 ufaffa
FRATI

¢ Women initially perceived as proxies often begin to assert their own agency once they
understand administrative intricacies.

S Afgdt yga uTeRd At St o, 3 v Sfeadrsit &) gHga & 918 31U Wrawdr
R 3 el B

Relentle;ss fight
3YF Ty

e Despite severe injuries, Ms. Krishnaveni survived and decided to fight legally.
TR Atel & STav[E FWMA Sifad I@! SR I SR aSTs ae &I Furg femn|

e Throughout the 13-year legal battle, she faced threats and pressure to withdraw the case.
T 13 A B B ST & GRF 3¢ YHTHAT R ATHAT 919" A7 &b 1T BT FHAT HRAT
gel

¢ However, her resolve remained unshakeable.
Qb IThT v ed ST BT

e Her persistence was rewarded in 2024 when the Tirunelveli Special Court for SC/ST Act
Cases sentenced six men to double life imprisonment.

IT@! Tgdl BT Bd 2024 H e o9 fasade @ vaitwad! faRiv srered = o8 @ &1
SIgdt SMTefia SRTET S Toll YATS |

Increasing awareness
el SIRRe Dl

¢ Inone such initiative, Mahila Sabha and Bala Sabha meetings were organised to educate
women and students on the importance of grama sabha meetings.

U €1 U Ugd H AigEr GHT 3R 9Td FHT AT 1 1S arfe Afganaif 3k Sl & 9|
T 3P| S Agd & IR A RAferd fvar sm a1

e This practice fosters confidence among women to voice their opinions.

Tg 3y Afgaraf & U=t I e HIA BT ATHTIYTH ST Bl o

Changing tides
YRTY

e The Tamil Nadu Women Panchayat Presidents’ Federation was established in the early
2000s.
afeTg Afe Taraa e TERIT &1 RIUAT 2000 & GRIP B Fwaimd J 53

e |t played a pivotal role in reinforcing the constitutional mandate of local leaders.

I R At & HaUTH® ERI &1 Aoigd o3+ § Agayut YT Ay
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o These efforts have helped shift the narrative from symbolic representation to active
participation.
1 YA A HEH! DI FeltepTars ufafAfia 3 afiea urfiert &t oiik digA # #ag 3|

e Theincreased visibility of such conflicts shows that deep-seated power structures are
finally being challenged.
@W%@mwm%%mﬁmﬁaﬁmwﬁmm
qTHAT HX |

e Dalit women are now more frequently asserting their legal authority and refusing to remain

silent.

i Afant o i IR S(U= ST oI BT AT IR 5! & 3R U 3§ A PR R

S
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Iran clerics choose new Supreme Leader; U.S.,
Israel strikes set Tehran fuel depots ablaze

T—

Iran was preparing to re-
veal its new Supreme Lead-
er on Sunday, even as U.S.-
backed Israeli air strikes
destroyed fuel dumps and
triggered fires that choked
much of Tehran in a thick
blanket of smoke.

The fuel depot strikes
are the first time Iranian oil
infrastructure has been
targeted during the ongo-
ing conflict. While Iranian
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said on Saturday that
the Islamic Republic will
not strike its West Asian
neighbours unless attacks
originated from their terri-
tory, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain
all reported new attacks on
Sunday.

An Indian national was
among two killed in Saudi
Arabia where a military

Iranian civil defence members next to a destroyed fuel tanker after
an air strike on the Shahran oil refinery in Tehran on Sunday. AFp

projectile fell into a resi-
dential area in Al Kharj go-
vernorate, the Kingdom’s
civil defence said without
identifying the victims.
Iran’s clerical body
tasked with choosing a suc-
cessor to Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei — who was killed
just over a week ago in the
strikes that triggered the
war — has reached a deci-
sion, but is yet to name the
new leader. “The vote to

appoint the leader has ta-
ken place and the leader
has been chosen,” said Ah-
mad Alamolhoda, a mem-
ber of the Assembly of Ex-
perts, as quoted by Iran’s
Mehr news agency.

Mr. Alamolhoda said the
secretariat of the body
would announce the name
later. Khamenei's name as
Iran’s leader will continue,
Hosseinali Eshkevari,
another member of the As-

sembly said on Sunday.
U.S. President Donald
Trump warned on Sunday
that Iran’s next Supreme
Leader would not last long
without his approval,
while Israel said its forces
would not hesitate to tar-
get the new chief and
members of the council
that met to confirm him.
As the war entered its
ninth day, Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards said they
had enough supplies to
continue their drone and
missile war over West Asia
for up to six months. Iran
had so far used only first-
and  second-generation
missiles, but would use
“advanced and less-used
long-range missiles” in the
coming days, it added.
Israel’s reach was un-
derlined by two new oper-
ations overnight: strikes
against fuel dumps in and
around Tehran, and an at-

tack on a hotel in the heart
of Lebanon’s Beirut.

Warplanes hit five oil fa-
cilities in overnight strikes
in and around the Iranian
capital, killing four people,
the CEO of the national oil
products distribution firm
told state television. Teh-
ran’s Governor told the IR-
NA news agency that fuel
distribution had been
“temporarily interrupted*.

While the Iranian Presi-
dent reiterated his warning
that the the country “will
be forced to respond”
against its neighbours if
their territory was used to
attack it, Saudi Arabia in-
tercepted a wave of
drones, Kuwait said an at-
tack hit fuel tanks at its in-
ternational airport, Bah-
rain reported a water
desalination plant had
been damaged, and the
UAE said it thwarted in-
coming missiles.
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09Mar. Iran clerics choose new Supreme Leader; U.S., Israel strikes set Tehran
fuel depots ablaze

3 & YHIBSIT A 79T Jate A1 gAT; SMRET-3eREd sHdl A dev & 34U
feu S@ 3%

e Iran was preparing to reveal its new Supreme Leader on Sunday, even as U.S.-backed
Israeli air strikes destroyed fuel dumps and triggered fires that choked much of Tehran in a
thick blanket of smoke.

B IFAR BT (U T AT AdT P DT B B IR} B 8T UT, Safep AT Iafdd
TURTSC gaTs gHdl 3 2o fEUl &) 9y R e 3R 3 & &), S99 dgv™ &1 o7 fewn =n
YU BT AR & & T

e The fuel depot strikes are the first time Iranian oil infrastructure has been targeted during
the ongoing conflict.
gy 30 R gHA Td @ JUY & SR Uga IR ST 9 ST B! (AT §91E S &7
AT B

e While Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian said on Saturday that the Islamic Republic
will not strike its West Asian neighbours unless attacks originated from their territory, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain all reported new attacks on Sunday.
mﬁ@q%mﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁm%mw 30 ufde
RS TSR/l )R 99 d% g1 ] BT 9Id adb gHd 3% &F I TE A 81, Al Al
3R4, gUs, Pad 3R 988 7 AIaR &I ¢ gHal &1 Jar

e AnlIndian national was among two killed in Saudi Arabia where a military projectile fell
into a residential area in Al Kharj governorate, the Kingdom'’s civil defence said without
identifying the victims.
T3¢l 3RT T AR U &1 AN § Th WRAH AT off M o1, ST51 3fd @R Tawive & Th
ATARIT &7 ¥ Th &= varw 1, v farew ot fafaa et 3 g, gaife difsdl ot
UgE 81 §aTs TS|

o lIran’s clerical body tasked with choosing a successor to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei — who
was killed just over a week ago in the strikes that triggered the war — has reached a decision,
but is yet to name the new leader.
3 Bt utfifer wwa, R g sreft @AAS & IIRINGRY B g &1 B Iior 11 g
— R T TWIE Ued Ig Y H¥A a1 gl § g @1 7 A — 3 Foky & Ry 8, A snh
Wﬁmww‘aﬁﬁﬁqﬁmg{:

e “The vote to appoint the leader has taken place and the leader has been chosen,” said
Ahmad Alamolhoda, a member of the Assembly of Experts, as quoted by Iran’s Mehr
news agency.

T B! Agfad & oY Ada 81 g1 § IR AT &1 997 & forar T 8, Sriaet i
THUCH & I UG MATAGIST - I DI A THER Tl & g1 ¥ Hall

e Mr. Alamolhoda said the secretariat of the body would announce the name later.
st ATAHIAGIST - a1 [ TR BT AiIATAd 91G H 19 SISy HT|

o Khamenei's name as Iran’s leader will continue, Hosseinali Eshkevari, another member of
the Assembly said on Sunday.

AT & U 3 Yo B3 TP A J IAAIR B! Bl fob $31 & A1 & =0 & WriAs
T A1 SR G|

e U.S. President Donald Trump warned on Sunday that Iran’s next Supreme Leader would
not last long without his approval, while Israel said its forces would not hesitate to target the
new chief and members of the council that met to confirm him.
3R Igufa SiTes ¢U A fdaR ! =drat <l fob 311 T SRTET Hafed AdT b1 Wi
& T oifie T I =181 fe b, Jafe goRTgd A Hel foh IU®! T4 ¢ U 3R 3 g
B3 dTelt URuG & Gkl ! A=A g4 @ 78 fgadh it

e Asthe war entered its ninth day, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said they had enough
supplies to continue their drone and missile war over West Asia for up to six months.

9 g& 3T A1a T § vaw R T, A 3 it Rty mEw A Fe1 {6 396 ur ufdm
E&mﬁaﬁ@qeﬁvmﬁﬁg&'aﬁwnﬁﬁwamwﬁﬁmm 3MYfd g
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e Iran had so far used only first- and second-generation missiles, but would use “advanced
and less-used long-range missiles” in the coming days, it added.
S 7 3 aF Had ugal 3R gt Wit Y gt o1 Iy fasan 8, dfe1 o ara fe=l
T I 3R FH IUANT B TS dal gt D1 FARIIgd” ST S, U1 39 ST

e lIsrael’s reach was underlined by two new operations overnight: strikes against fuel dumps
in and around Tehran, and an attack on a hotel in the heart of Lebanon’s Beirut.
SORTSA Pt UG B d R B &l A5 BIRATGAL = Y@ [HaT: AgRIT 3R 3D SHTIUN e
WWW?W%W%%ﬁWWNWI

¢ Warplanes hit five oil facilities in overnight strikes in and around the Iranian capital, killing
four people, the CEO of the national oil products distribution firm told state television.
g fauml A AT R & gHal § S AT 3R I U Urd aa glaemsit H
=11 ST, forgH =R & AR e, U1 AP dd Iarg faaver Hu & Wigeit A s
Tefifaer & Sam|

o Tehran’s Governor told the IRNA news agency that fuel distribution had been
“temporarily interrupted”.
A & AR 7 AESHRTAT AR Toidl D! Iar [ U favor “Sreurft &9 &
qifta” g T gl

e While the Iranian President reiterated his warning that the country “will be forced to
respond” against its neighbours if their territory was used to attack it, Saudi Arabia
intercepted a wave of drones, Kuwait said an attack hit fuel tanks at its international
airport, Bahrain reported a water desalination plant had been damaged, and the UAE said
it thwarted incoming missiles.

ECIEATIE) = 37U AT GIGRTS 1o TG 31 o= IR gHAT B3 & [0 TSI &Ml Bi
Yf¥Y b1 IUGNT fobart Tran ot <1 “wifafehar 39 & T weigR g, 9Ff THdl 3RE A S B TH
TER DI AP1, FAd - Hg1 (b ID AP FATS IS W U DI R GHA gofl, Tg49

a1 for T o faarquiievor wa= afcrd gon €, 3R Jus A $el [ 39 3= areft frmgat

P fawa o faa

Why did U.S. SC reject Trump’s tariffs?

What authority did ¢

rump administration rely on to impose tariffs?

rity did ¢ still impose tariffs after the ruling
powers? Will businesses receive refunds for the tariffs they paid? Does the ruling limit future Presidents’ trade powers?

EXPLAINER
Areena Arora

‘The story so far:

n February 20, the US.
Supreme Court delivered a
decision that could reshape
the legal boundaries of

presidential trade power. The court held
that the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), which U.S.
President Donald Trump relied on, does
not authorise a President to impose
tariffs. It struck down the sweeping
reciprocal and drug-trafficking-related
tariffs imposed by Mr. Trump in 2025,
calling them unconstitutional.

‘What authority did Trump rely on?
So far, Mr. Trump has used the IEEPA, a
1977 law that allows the President to
regulate certain economic transactions
after declaring a national emergency to
address an “unusual and extraordinary
threat” originating outside the country.

IEEPA emerged out of the Trading with
the Enemy Act, which was passed in 1917
when the U.S. entered the First World
War, to regulate trade with enemy
nations. It has been used to freeze foreign
assets held in American banks, block
financial transfers, and impose sanctions
on hostile governments and terrorist
groups. However, before 2025, it was
never used to impose tariffs.

After returning to office for his second
term, Mr. Trump declared national
emergencies tied to drug trafficking from
Latin American countries and trade
imbalances. His administration imposed
25% tariffs on most goods from its
neighbours, Canada and Mexico, 10%
tariffs on most goods from China, and a
separate reciprocal tariff programme
imposing at least a 10% duty on imports
from virtually all trading partners. Some
countries, including India, were hit with
even higher rates.
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Why did the Supreme Court strike the
tariffs down?
The U.S. Constitution gives Congress the
power “to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises.” Congress also has
the power to regulate trade with foreign
countries, and tariffs fall squarely within
that authority.

‘The court concluded in a 6-3 ruling
that the IEEPA does not authorise the
President to impose tariffs. Chief Justice

John Roberts, in his opinion, cited a

hodgepodge of tariffs announced by Mr.
Trump.

“The President asserts the
extraordinary power to unilaterally
impose tariffs of unlimited amount,
duration, and scope,” Justice Roberts
wrote in his opinion. “In light of the
breadth, history, and constitutional
context of that asserted authority, he
must identify clear congressional
authorisation to exercise it.”

Does this mean Trump can no longer
impose tariffs?

No. The decision only forbids the use of
IEEPA, but Mr. Trump was quick to
announce a workaround. Shortly after the

| g

GETTY IMAGES

Supreme Court ruling, his administration
announced a new temporary import duty,
which went into effect on February 24 for
a period of 150 days.

“We will get back to the same tariff
level for the countries. It will just be in a
less direct and slightly more convoluted
manner;” U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said after the Supreme Court
ruling.

Mr. Trump alluded to using Sections
122, 301, and 232 to levy tariffs.

Section 122 is part of the Trade Act of
1974. It permits the U.S. President to
impose tariffs of up to 15% on a country to
address “a large and serious United States
balance-of-payments deficit.” The tariff
can be applied for a maximum of 150 days
unless extended by Congress.

Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act of
1974 allows tariffs to be imposed if the
government finds that a trading partner
has engaged in what it deems unfair trade
practices.

Section 232 is part of the U.S. Trade
Expansion Act of 1962. These tariffs are
levied on specific sectors if the Secretary
of Commerce deems them necessary on
national security grounds.
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What role does Congress now play?
Congress sits at the centre of tariff
authority for two reasons.

The Constitution assigns it the taxing
power, and in its ruling, the court leaned
heavily on this allocation while
interpreting the IEEPA.

Congress determines the scope of
executive trade authority through statute.
It has the power to narrow existing
delegations, require its approval for
tariffs, or even expand presidential
powel chooses to.

Politically, redesigning tariff authority
would require bipartisan agreement,
especially since the court has made clear
that sweeping tariffs must rest on a clear
legislative footing.

Will businesses that lost money to
tariffs get refunds?

'hat role does Congress play in tariff

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court of the
United States held that the
Intemational Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA)
does not authorise the
President to impose tariffs,
striking down the sweeping
tariffs imposed by Donald
Trump in 2025,

v

The court ruled that tariffs fall
under Congress's power to lay
and collect taxes and regulate
trade with foreign countries,
and that the President must
identify clear congressional
toimpose t

For months, American busi and
customers bore the brunt of the
heightened tariffs. The court ruling, while
rendering the tariffs illegal, has not
created a mechanism for a refund.

According to a Goldman Sachs report,
$180 billion was collected through the
now-invalidated tariffs.

More than 1,000 companies, including
big names like FedEx, have sued the U.S.
government in the U.S. Court of
International Trade seeking refunds for
the tariffs.

The suit is seeking compensation for
potentially millions of shippers who paid
import duties and related fees on
products that should have entered the
U.S. duty-free, Reuters reported.

Does the court decision limit future
Presidents?

The ruling draws a clearer statutory
boundary.

Future Presidents will retain the
authority to regulate trade, as Mr. Trump
does, but courts rely heavily on
precedents. As a result, it may scrutinise
attempts (o use emergency powers
beyond their intended scope.
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09Mar. Why did U.S. SC reject Trump’s tgriffs?
A watew =arared 3 T & e waf @iivs fee?

On February 20, the U.S. Supreme Court delivered a decision that could reshape the legal
boundaries of presidential trade power.

20 BRad &1 3AR®! afe Ararerd = U a1 Fufg fear st rgufa @1 sarariye wfdl st
P et & g ufReutfa s aear g

The court held that the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), which
U.S. President Donald Trump relied on, does not authorise a President to impose
tariffs.

raTery - %3l % 3 3imara fife wfdaar siftfraw, o w smfvent wgufa siares
T 3 W’ A, B RE T P71 SAfHR T8 Aar|

It struck down the sweeping reciprocal and drug-trafficking-related tariffs imposed by
Trump in 2025, calling them unconstitutional.

AT = 2025 W THI §RT @TE T ATYH YRR 3R ATGH Uerd avpl § 98 e o
ST 9iftd R g R o fea|

What authority did Trump rely on?

T A f5a SifterR &1 IudT fohar?

So far, Trump has used the IEEPA, a 1977 law, that allows the President to regulate
certain economic transactions after declaring a national emergency.

3§ db THI A 1977 $ SIT AW 3muTq e Mfeaar siftfram o1 SwahT fsar, i
%mﬁﬁamﬁ%mmﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁ

I
The emergency must address an “unusual and extraordinary threat” originating outside
the country.
Tg ATITAHTA =T P qTEX A ST SRITHT SN SRATYROT Welk F Fue & fore aifdya fasan
ST & |
The IEEPA emerged out of the Trading with the Enemy Act, passed in 1917 when the
United States entered the First World War.

i 3t e xfaaar siftfeam &1 3wa ef$ fag ¢ vt wae & gon, o 1017 &

T 4y g & R Ui fosar wan o)
The law was intended to regulate trade with enemy nations.
U BT D1 3539 T o= & ATY ATUR B i == o1
It has been used to freeze foreign assets held in American banks, block financial
transfers, and impose sanctions on hostile governments and terrorist groups.

THPT ITANT SARPT St § vt fae=h wufwal &t wisr w7, faxiig d9¢7 A9, ok
ATl TRBRI TUT SATGH AT WIS U= Ufaae T & o fovan man g1
However, before 2025, it was never used to impose tariffs.

BT 2025 A Uga sHPT IuanT &t it ke o= & ferg =7t fopam wwam um

After returning to office for his second term, Trump declared national emergencies tied to
drug trafficking from Latin American countries and trade imbalances.

3T g PP B Il B died & a1 ¢ A afeT ikt 3z @ urew uerd awdt siv
IR 3R ¥ IS AP smurdepTer 9t fopg|

His administration imposed 25% tariffs on most goods from Canada and Mexico.

I TR A FATST 3R AfRAD! I M a1t SifIHi=T A W 25% ¢Rw @ |

It also imposed 10% tariffs on most goods from China.

g% 3Tl I A 3T 9T SITRIB T ATHTHI WX 10% ¢ -1 4|

A separate reciprocal tariff programme imposed at least a 10% duty on imports from
virtually all trading partners.

TS T URWRS RE HRIHH & dgd aTHT I Aaive AreieR] A mard W) &H I
P 10% [ePp AT 14T |
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Some countries, including India, were hit with even higher tariff rates.

o 30, TR YR ot i 2, TR 309 ot e R o @ 3 T

Why did the Supreme Court strike the tariffs down?

T ATy A ¢ &1 ) AR fhar?

The U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises.

aﬁ?ﬁm%wm,ﬂﬁaﬁ?mwm&ﬁ?mmﬁmeﬁwm
Cakd

Congress also has the power to regulate trade with foreign countries.

FHI & oy fae=h 3= & Iy AR Y FHRifa s a1 sifter o 5

Tariffs fall squarely within that authority.

HNw = siftrdr & siafa sma B

The court concluded in a 6-3 ruling that the IEEPA does not authorise the President to
impose tariffs.

IR A 6-3 & Bad & fspd feTan i g5 ST agufd o ¢Rw @ 3t srgafa 781
&

Chief Justice John Roberts, in his opinion, cited a hodgepodge of tariffs announced by
Trump.

T <=t S e A oo fofa & er gRT uifte fafia yer & ¢Rw @1 swe
fopar|

“The President asserts the extraordinary power to unilaterally impose tariffs of
unlimited amount, duration, and scope,” Justice Roberts wrote.

_arafd YecH A forar i Iguter Srefifia A, Srafy 3R arR & SR Teavw! oA &t
ETYRT JfRT BT SIAT HI 8 & |

“In light of the breadth, history, and constitutional context of that asserted authority, he
must identify clear congressional authorisation to exercise it.”

I Fel fb ga9 e 3R Haur e JgH ara ifierR &1 U $1 &» e wy +u d
SR DI Ul Smawa® 8|

Does this mean Trump can no longer |mpose tarlffs?

1 39P] Haad g & T 3@ e 8 & 9

No. The decision only forbids the use of the International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA) fori lmposmg tariffs.

811 g Foly Sae Sia=Tga SmuTa e wifdmat siltifraw & Suah & e i w®
e @I B

However, Donald Trump quickly announced a workaround after the ruling.

FTei SHTES T70 X Herdl & qid 15 U Jo e SuTd T fwar)

Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling, his administration announced a new temporary
import duty that came into effect on February 24 for 150 days.

gH FId & Fvia & Td 918 370 TR A 715 SRUTL STaTd e i i °ivon &1, S
24 A | 150 faA1 & forg AR g8

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that the administration would return to similar
tariff levels but through a less direct and more complex mechanism.

ARa fam vt whie adie A el [ TR @y 9aH e ®R W dlen, dfed su
e 3R e wiew adid A

Trump also indicated that his administration could use Sections 122, 301, and 232 to impose
tariffs.

T A Tord e far IeT TR 91RT 122, 301 3R 232 HT IUTNT TR SR T Tebal 5 |
Section 122 — Trade Act 1974

YRT 122 — MR fufraw 1974

Section 122 of the Trade Act 1974 allows the U.S. President to impose tariffs up to 15%
on a country.
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TR AAFTH 1974 B YRT 122 AR APUd B fdt I W ifwast 15% @ TR®
A @Y erghfa A B

e This can be done to address a “large and serious balance-of-payments deficit” of the
United States.

Ig SARPT & 99 3R iR Yrar dge ure § fues & forg fovan o g g

e The tariff can remain in place for a maximum of 150 days unless extended by Congress.
78 N ifpan 150 Y 9 @R ¥E THdT 8, 56 dF & ST 3 3R 9 F1T)

e Section 301 — Trade Act 1974
YRT 301 — TR SHfUfaw 1974

e Section 301 allows the United States to impose tariffs if a trading partner engages in unfair
trade practices.

YR 301 & 3id afe ®IS AT ATHGR IR sATIR wrafi # wmfdrer uran siwar &, @
ARSI W NG T IHaT B

e Section 232 — Trade Expansion Act 1962
YRT 232 — YR fawrR srfifaw 1962

e Section 232 allows tariffs on specific sectors if the Secretary of Commerce determines
that imports threaten national security.

YRT 232 F 3avia AT &= W ¢N® T o " 8, afe arforsy |fta a8 7+ f5
3TATd LTI YR& F g a3

What role does Congress now play?

39 P B FT YD1 &2

e Congress sits at the centre of tariff authority for two key reasons.
N ARPRT F Fx ¥ F1O09 B YD1 8, TTF < T HRU G|

e First, the U.S. Constitution gives Congress the power to levy taxes and duties.
Ugdl, 3AR@ T $7 3R Yo T BT WAl HII9 B a1 |

e Second, the Supreme Court relied heavily on this constitutional allocation while
interpreting the IEEPA.

TR, GHA B A TSN F S Ha 0T 34 HaUTe FawT R w9k |

. Congress also determines the scope of executive trade authority through statutes.
HI BT & ATSHH A SrIuTfereT Bt sarare wfaaal $t S aa Hdt 21

e ltcan restrict presidential powers, require congressional approval for tariffs, or expand
executive authority if it chooses.
af =18 1 gg Irguta B fwmar B Afra w awd 8, 2R & g oo argafa sfard
B ol 8, AT HTAUTfersT Pt RfRTarl g1 TPt 2|

¢ However, redesigning tariff authority would require bipartisan agreement.
T 2R SRR A sacrd F RiT QT goll B agar smawa® ghi|

e The court has made clear that sweeping tariffs must rest on a clear legislative
foundation.

IrTerg = Wy fhur § f e ¢Re @ & fore Ty faumrdt sy smawae g

e Will businesses that lost money to tariffs get refunds?

771 NP | P IoM aTd qa9ral F y-araRit fraeft?

e For months, American businesses and consumers bore the burden of higher tariffs.
H% Aol do Mive! gaardl iR SuHiFarsii A 3= e &1 dgt Sor|

e Although the court ruling declared the tariffs illegal, it did not create a refund
mechanism.
gl =ararerg A AR FY 3y Ny fbar, e «aT= F IS srawT T8 18 |

e According to a Goldman Sachs report, about $180 billion was collected through the now-
invalid tariffs.
?ﬁ%ﬁﬁé%wwﬁwﬁw%%muﬂ 180 3’9 STAR THA fHU 1T

I

e More than 1,000 companies, including major firms like FedEx, have filed lawsuits seeking

refunds.

ST Afed 1000 ¥ AP Hufal 7 Y-aTa=il $t i1 HId §TC gHeH SRR fHT |
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These cases are being heard in the U.S. Court of International Trade.

S T BT gAaTs SN SaRIPIA TR e H 81 61 5

The lawsuits seek compensation for millions of shippers who paid import duties and
related fees on goods that should have entered duty-free.

1 gdeHl § 39 ardl smurival & fore gamas 9 wan 3, oA U9 SdTe! IR SATd Yo
IHTT oIl Y[eh-Hod Y= & arg Y|

Does the court decision limit future Presidents?

=1 g fofy Hfawr & agufoat 91 wfda difa s

e The ruling establishes a clearer statutory boundary on presidential trade powers.

Tg oy Agufy A s

e Future Presidents will still retain authority to regulate trade.

Hiass & wpufa st +ff R Y Frafa o ot wifea vad 9

e However, courts rely heavil

gTale AT gd

face stricter judicial scrutiny.

Y SR YA H ST Wfeaal &1 Fuid WA J 9183 ST 39 & Ul & ey

BRI AP HAR wid g bl &

y on precedents.
ISTeUN WR 954 3ifts ik 74 &

e As aresult, future attempts to use emergency powers beyond their intended scope may

Why are Finance Commission
grants to cities still so limited?

Can cities plan their future when most funds are tied to Central conditions?

S

The story so far:

ities continue to be the
excruciating centres of capital
accumulation at an
unprecedented pace. Around

90% of total government revenue and
nearly 67% of the country’s GDP is
generated through urban centres. Yet the
recommendations of the 16th Finance
Commission (FC) emphasise that cities
must find avenues to increase their own
source revenue and expand the tax base,
even as the overall devolution of funds to
urban local bodies remains limited.

‘What do the numbers reveal?

Under the 15th FC, urban local bodies
received roughly 1.2-1.3 lakh crore over
five years. India’s GDP during that period
hovered around 3200-210 lakh crore. The
urban transfer, therefore, amounted to
approximately 0.12-0.13% of GDP.

Under the 16th FC, urban local bodies
are to receive around ¥3.56 lakh crore
between 2026 and 2031. This translates to
roughly ¥75,000 crore per year, far from

adequate for urban transformation.
India’s GDP by then is projected at
roughly 3400 lakh crore, which means
the ratio remains almost unchanged at
roughly 0.13% of GDP.

Another catch is defining the ‘urban’.
The data is drawn from multiple sources
which estimate that the urban population
will reach around 41% by 2031. In simple
terms, this means that per capita
devolution does not change significantly.

The illusion deepens when per capita
figures are introduced. India’s urban
population crossed 470 million around
2020 and is projected to approach or
exceed 600 million during the 2026-30
FC cycle. When urban grants are
distributed across this expanded
demographic base, per capita transfers
stagnate and may even decline in real
terms.

Another issue concerns the utilisation
of funds. Under the 15th FC, total grants
tolocal bodies amounted to around ¥4.36
lakh crore. Yet a substantial portion
remained unspent or pending utilisation,
estimated at roughly ¥90,000-95,000
crore, including about ¥30,000-35,000

crore meant for urban local bodies.

What are tied grants?

Tied grants for cities refer to funds
earmarked for specific sectors such as
water supply, sanitation, and wastewater
management, etc. Tied grants hamper
fiscal autonomy because States — and
cities — are required to spend the funds
only on these specified categories.

The approach of the 16th FC is even
more aggressive, leaving less space for
cities to use funds, as they are also subject
to performance-based grants, which
means the grants will be released only
when certain performance criteria are
met. These include improving fiscal
discipline, ensuring the proper
constitution of local bodies through
regular elections, publishing provisional
and audited accounts in the public
domain, and constituting State Finance
Commissions.

All of these are reasonable. However,
the problem arises when 20% of the funds
are linked to additional conditions, failing
which cities will not receive that share.
The key condition relates to increasing

own source revenue (OSR) through
property taxes and user charges. The
benchmark kept by the FC is to raise
31,200 per household through such
revenues.

‘Why does it raise federal concerns?
A sum of 10,000 crore is kept for the
one-time incentive for peri-urban merger
of urban villages with a population of
more than one lakh.

This has two major problems. First,
urban development is constitutionally a
State subject, and a federal intervention
to induce such a transition is dangerous,
as merging the peripheries of just 10% of
urban towns may translate into lopsided
urban integration, with the primary aim
being to generate own source revenues.
Second, in many States, take for example
Kerala, where rural local governments
function robustly, merging rural areas
into urban agglomerations could create
administrative and civic complications.
The 16th FC also remains largely silent on
climate change and pays little attention to
the growing pool of cess revenues
collected by the Centre and kept outside
the divisible pool. These cess collections
now amount to around 2.2% of GDP —
roughly ¥8.8 lakh crore. Much of this
revenue is generated from cities, yet it still
does not appear in the OSR.

The 16th FC appears to miss a basic
fibre in the entire exercise: “let cities plan
their own futures,” while the Centre acts
as an enabler. After all, it is their money,
and they have a legitimate right to its
utilisation.

(Tikender Singh Panwar is a member of the
Kerala Urban Commission)

wiferTal W 3 Ty ST W Frufid s g1

THE GIST

v

Despite urban centres
generating a large share of GDP
and government revenue, the
devolution of funds to urban
local bodies remains limited,
with transfers continuing at
around 0.13% of GDP.

-

The 16th Finance Commission
links a portion of urban grants
to performance conditions and
increasing own source revenue,
raising concerns about fiscal
autonomy and federal
intervention in urban
development.

09Mar. Why are Finance Commission grants to cities still so limited?

M1 & fore famT Smah T & Srqer 3t ot saq iftra wai 82

Cities continue to be the excruciating centres of capital accumulation at an
unprecedented pace.

TR YAY TS F Yot W9 & UHE H% s gu B

Around 90% of total government revenue and nearly 67% of the country’s GDP is
generated through urban centres.

T & ARDBRY ARG BT 90% 3R G P ST BT U 67% S &A1 I IO gl
g

Yet the recommendations of the 16th Finance Commission (FC) emphasise that cities
must find avenues to increase their own source revenue and expand the tax base.
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iR it 169 T SmaNT F RIGID 39 19 R oIk <ol § b 2re?) &) s WE S Ha |
IoRG ge 3R B ATYR BT IR $I & I TA=H 81|

e This is suggested even as the overall devolution of funds to urban local bodies remains
limited.

Ig a9 $g1 o Y81 § o et R faral &) pa faxfta gxaiazor snft off difta 21

What do the numbers reveal?

3PS T IdTd 872

e Under the 15th Finance Commission, urban local bodies received roughly ¥1.2-1.3 lakh
crore over five years.
gmm%aﬁmwﬁﬂmrﬁﬁﬁaaﬁﬁmw 1.2 9] 1.3 9R HRIS T4

I

¢ India’s GDP during that period hovered around ¥200-210 lakh crore.
I 3l H HIRE BT SISTU TIHT 200 T 210 ATE HRIS TUA & STUN 47|

e The urban transfer therefore amounted to approximately 0.12-0.13% of GDP.
39 UHR e el 3t fire= arem gaiaRor S &1 @4 0.12 | 0.13 Wia=ra 1|

e Under the 16th Finance Commission, urban local bodies are to receive around ¥3.56 lakh
crore between 2026 and 2031.
169 o IMART & dgd Ve WM &/ &1 2026 | 2031 & §° TIHT 3.56 TG RIS
I e

e This translates to roughly 75,000 crore per year, which is far from adequate for urban
transformation.
7g fer af @RT 75,000 HRAS TUA & IR 7, S Wt uRad= & g vate 8 o
EIGH

e India’s GDP by then is projected at roughly ¥400 lakh crore, meaning the ratio remains
around 0.13% of GDP.
T9 IH YRA BT SIS U TIHT 400 TG BRIS BUD G BT 3 8, o SaTd eI
0.13 wferzrd &1 3§ 5

e Another catch is defining the ‘urban’.
TH 3R JAWT =gl B aRuTeT I gt 31

. Data suggests the urban population will reach around 41% by 2031.

5 % 3R 2031 TP WG SAHGAT THIT 41 UFA=rd &) Tebell 31

e This means per capita devolution does not change significantly.
@ oY § for ufa safe fasfta exaiaror & Seda-ig ufvadst =18Y gYar

e India’s urban population crossed 470 million around 2020 and is projected to approach
or exceed 600 million during the 2026-30 FC cycle.
HRA B S SFHEAT 2020 P ATHUTH 47 HAS A 3P 81 773 off 3R 2026-30 & fa
START 6 § 60 PNS 9P UgaA IT ITH RIS T Pt HUTGT 8|

e When urban grants are distributed across this expanded demographic base, per capita
transfers stagnate or decline in real terms.

e YN SEM 39 ded! sEEn § faafitd fe e @, ) ufe safed sxdiaror fRR a1

mﬁmmﬁms’rmél

e Another issue concerns the utilisation of funds.
T 3R AW 49 & IUANT § Jafd g1

e Under the 15th Finance Commission, total grants to local bodies were about ¥4.36 lakh
crore.

159 o ITaRT & ded WG el 1 T 4.36 AT $IS $UY 3T T

e However, around ¥90,000-95,000 crore remained unspent or pending utilisation,
including ¥30,000-35,000 crore meant for urban local bodies.

Q=T TTHT 90,000 | 95,000 FRIS TUY T g1 g¢, fSH 30,000 | 35,000 FIIS A
et R el & fore 3

What are tied grants?

Sfa 3rge™ | g 87
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e Tied grants for cities refer to funds earmarked for specific sectors such as water supply,
sanitation, and wastewater management.
1l & I dftra Srge™ 3 o=RIR § o oiet yfed, Yo 3R Srufyy oiet wee T 9
faiy &t & forg FefRa gt 81

e These tied grants hamper fiscal autonomy because cities must spend funds only on the
specified categories.
3 dftra arge faxiia warawrar &) Wit v § Fife el & o7 daa g A A &t
T T USaT g

e The 16th Finance Commission approach is even more aggressive, leaving less
flexibility for cities.
169 favr AT &1 TRHIT 3R 31w Fokk 8, o e & Ry afiemu=T &4 gt orar 81|

o Cities are also subject to performance-based grants.
TERI B! YR et e ¥ off SieT T Bl

e This means funds will be released only when certain performance criteria are met.
P 7T ¢ o A auft 9 gt o9 3o werl ards IR fe wrd |

e These include improving fiscal discipline, regular elections to local bodies, publishing
audited accounts, and constituting State Finance Commissions.

= farita SR GuRAT, wia el & fHafira gHma, aar ueiiRiea $-41, 8k IS
ot SmaN &1 WA M B

e However, the issue arises because 20% of the funds are linked to additional conditions.
QA grn gufere Iad gt € aifer 20 ufawra o= sifafved <ral | 91 83m 3|

e If these conditions are not met, cities will not receive that share.
I I =7 gt 18T i, o <Rl ) g v & fRram

e The key condition relates to increasing own source revenue (OSR) through property
taxes and user charges.
TS T HUFRT PR 3R ITANTHdl Foob P ATHH A W4 & Fid oG T¢M T <t 2

e The benchmark set by the Finance Commission is to raise 1,200 per household through
such revenues.

famr smaT gt FReffyd we & orgaR ufa ufkaR 1,200 FUA I e gl

Why does it raise federal concerns?

g YUY fidar ) SUT pIa1 82

e Asum of 10,000 crore is kept as a one-time incentive for peri-urban merger of urban
villages with population above one lakh.
10,000 RIS 3UY TH G A 31T Smard) aret e ial F faerg & g v Mg
& =0 § fyiRd feu B

e This raises two major problems.
S &I UG HHE SF Tl ¢

e First, urban development is constitutionally a State subject.
Ugaht, et faery iy & SuR Iy &1 fawg g1

e Therefore, federal intervention to induce such mergers may be problematic.
safere U faaa o wiefea 31 & g Sty gxaera aua der % 9aar g1

e Merging peripheries of even 10% of urban towns could lead to imbalanced urban
integration aimed mainly at increasing own source revenue.
e Pad 10 Ufa=Id We<l & arest &= &1 oY fremar wirar @, 9 399 Srigfera xedt
TPV B JhdT 8 RIS LY Had oI ST 8l IHdT 8|

e Second, in some States such as Kerala, rural local governments function effectively.
@ﬁww%%waﬁmﬁmwmwmﬁmm%

e Merging rural areas into urban agglomerations could create administrative and civic
complications. ]
Trfior &3 o1 et wHEl A e & v iR Arie THwd Iad 8 @l &

e The 16th Finance Commission also remains largely silent on climate change.

16a1 far ST Sraarg uRad= & e, IR ST6) g 9 HiF fGars a1 3|
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e |t also pays little attention to the growing pool of cess revenues collected by the Centre
and kept outside the divisible pool.

I% $% R U fhT 7T IUHR oG & Ted WeR W W &4 & &ar 8, B fyursa q@
W TE @1 T &

e These cess collections amount to around 2.2% of GDP, roughly 8.8 lakh crore.
Y IUBT TIUE SIS BT T 2.2 UFA=Td, T T 8.8 AT RIS I ¢ |

e Much of this revenue is generated from cities, yet it does not appear in own source
revenue calculations.

3 oG PT TST e TRt | S giar g, fhe it 39 Tad & Hid Ireva # i =8 fban

IGH

e The 16th Finance Commission appears to miss a fundamental principle — cities should be

allowed to plan their own futures while the Centre acts as an enabler.
1691 fa ST U Y@ Rigid &1 AoRSiGTS HaT 34T Udld BT 8 — & $i U7
fasy wd Fraifora s &A1 91T iR s &t weras yfareT ATt kel

e Afterall, it is their money and they have a legitimate right to its utilisation.

SMARBR T AT THT g 3R IHP ITANT WR 391 3 RBR g1 I
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The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges
T FATST-HIRE ST TRAVT SURT &

The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges

anada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney
C concluded a landmark visit to India a week

ago (February 27 to March 2, 2026), one
that began with direct dialogue with India’s
business leaders in the financial capital of
Mumbai and then shifted to the policy corridors
of New Delhi with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The visit was not symbolic. It was commercial. It
was forward-looking. It was anchored in the
recognition that India’s growth story is one of the
defining economic realities of our time.

For too long, the Canada-India relationship
was defined by episodic tensions and reactive
diplomacy. With this visit, political will has been
re-established at the highest levels and
commercial doors have been opened. But
opportunities, however promising, do not
convert themselves into jobs, exports, or
investment. That will require sustained
engagement on both sides.

Big two-way opportunities exist for Canadian
and Indian firms. One of the most consequential
moments of this visit was the formal signing of
the Terms of Reference, which officially
relaunched Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) negotiations. Both
governments have committed to finalising this
ambitious agreement by the end of the year and
subsequently doubling bilateral trade to $70
billion by 2030.

This matters for Indian business: a CEPA would
reduce barriers for Indian exporters, create
clearer rules for Indian investors in Canada, and
expand access in sectors that range from
technology to pharmaceuticals. It would also give
Indian firms a stronger platform into North
America through a predictable, rules-based
economy. Nevertheless, signing the Terms of
Reference is only the starting point, not the finish

Victor Thomas

is President and CEQ
of the Canada-India
Business Council

A reset in
Canada-India
ties is being
driven by
economic
opportunity
and ambition

line. Trade agreements create frameworks but do
not automatically generate market share. This
new political alignment has established ideal
conditions for companies on both sides to form
partnerships, invest capital and build joint
ventures. Already, it is clear what is possible.

Energy, minerals synergy, other areas

The historic, Canadian $2.6-billion, nine-year
uranium supply agreement between the
Government of India and Cameco demonstrates
the level of trust that underpins strategic
cooperation. Nuclear energy requires regulatory
confidence and long-term commitment,
demonstrating that when political leadership
aligns with commercial readiness, transformative
agreements follow.

Energy and critical minerals remain clear areas
of complementarity. Canada is a ready supplier of
responsibly produced oil and gas, uranium for
clean baseload power, and critical minerals
essential for electric vehicles and advanced
manufacturing. India’s scale and demand provide
long-term market certainty.

At the same time, there is a significant
opportunity for Indian companies to expand
their footprint in Canada.

India’s technology sector is globally
competitive, with firms such as HCL Technologies
recently announcing investments in Canada’s
innovation ecosystem. Canada offers North
American market access, deep Artificial
Intelligence (AD research clusters, stable
regulations, and clean energy, making it a natural
partner.

In financial services, long-standing joint
ventures, such as Sun Life-Aditya Birla, show that
cross-border collaboration succeeds when both
sides commit long-term. Agriculture presents

another opening. Canada’s agri-food exporters
can help complement India’s food security and
sustainability needs.

There is also an enormous opportunity for
Canadian institutional investors and pension
funds — which have now invested over Canadian
$100 billion in India’s infrastructure and real
estate development — to further explore venture
and public equity offerings. Already, Fairfax India
has committed to India’s long-term development
through significant investment in Bengaluru
airport, and Brookfield from telecom towers to
renewable energy projects. India’s urbanisation,
logistics corridors, renewable energy build-out,
and industrial parks require consistent capital.
Canada can provide it. Conversely, Indian
infrastructure and technology firms will find
opportunities in Canada’s digital infrastructure
sectors, clean energy, and advanced
manufacturing.

The next phase
Mr. Carney has also extended an invitation to Mr.
Modi to visit Canada, an important signal that this
renewed partnership is intended to be sustained
and reciprocal. A new window of opportunity has
opened. India has trade deals with trusted allies
such as Australia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand, the European Union, and the United
States. Canada continues to diversify its economic
partnerships amid geopolitical uncertainty.
Closer alignment with India is complementary
and strategic in today’s geopolitical environment.
This is a defining moment for Canada and
India’s joint economic futures. It is an opening
shaped by a changing world and renewed
political resolve. Companies have an opportunity
to seize the momentum with action, ambition,
and conviction.

O9Mar. The new Canada-India economic alignment emerges
TAT HATST- YR TS ERGUT IURET §
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Canada—-India economic engagement and CEPA negotiations

FATSI-HRG 3PP FEHIRET R

e Canada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney concluded a landmark visit to India a week ago
(February 27 to March 2, 2026), one that began with direct dialogue with India’s business
leaders in the financial capital of Mumbai and then shifted to the policy corridors of New
Delhi with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

FATST & FUTHHA HIH BT 51 &1 § URT Dt T UfAgTRID AT (27 BRas! & 2 7
2026) T F1, B! YaMd Gag A URd F TS Aarsi A WS Targ 3 g3 iR ag A 98
73 feeelt ® gy s W & Ay ifa W ot araf oo ugdh

e The visit was not symbolic. It was commercial. It was forward-looking. It was anchored in
the recognition that India’s growth story is one of the defining economic realities of our
time.

g I YelipTd® gl M| g8 saraaniys 4| a8 yiawr 3=g@ A | 98 39 90 WR 3uiid o4t
% URa & faery My gUR wHg B ygE nfife arafamanst § | e 3|

e For too long, the Canada-India relationship was defined by episodic tensions and
reactive diploMary.

HIH! THY Ih HAISI-HRT Y4 JHY-JHG TR 30 919 3R ufafrarars geifa 3
R 81d 33|

¢ With this visit, political will has been re-established at the highest levels and commercial

doors have been opened.

T IET & 1Y IAad TR W IeHIaD FsomRIfad by d RTfid g3 iR Amurie sawRl &
TR gd|

e But opportunities, however promising, do not convert themselves into jobs, exports, or
investment.
AT SqER, A8 oI SRS B, 39+ 3g e, frata ar fa=r & giafda 781 gid1

e That will require sustained engagement on both sides.
% fore A vl &Y fARaR Uriiert iR TgahT saxas g |

e Big two-way opportunities exist for Canadian and Indian firms.

HRT Hufral & e S fegmaii # 2 srawr Aie B

¢ One of the most consequential moments of this visit was the formal signing of the Terms
of Reference, which officially relaunched Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) negotiations.
Y T & oY Wgedyul o & | U o1 e 3T Ywed W v gxarer, foem aug
3w Tt Tusia &t amal o R J 1= faa

e Both governments have committed to finalising this ambitious agreement by the end of
the year and subsequently doubling bilateral trade to $70 billion by 2030.
T BRI - 59 HdTHie THSNd B 94 & 3id d@ Sifaw =q 31 3R 71¢ & 2030 96
fguefia AR F1 70 3RT STAR dP ST HA BT Ydbed T 71

e This matters for Indian business: a CEPA would reduce barriers for Indian exporters,
create clearer rules for Indian investors in Canada, and expand access in sectors that
range from technology to pharMareuticals. !
g YR Fadrdl & forg Agayu §: Wighe yrRdia fafas! & fore arurt w0 s,
HTST H WA frasre! & fRre wuw fram a=mem, iR e @ e shufy &7 o
Ugd &I fawdR S|

e It would also give Indian firms a stronger platform into North America through a
predictable, rules-based economy.
I8 URHI Huf-al 3t T gaiqaa iR fFram snutia srfegawut & arem 3 g8t smfvar
T worga w9 off UgE S|

¢ Nevertheless, signing the Terms of Reference is only the starting point, not the finish line.
5 ot T ST XY TR GEAIER Haq Qo3ITd 2, Sifere @& 8|

e Trade agreements create frameworks but do not automatically generate market share.
IR JHE S1aT UG FRd §, Alb 3T 37 IeIR RRIGRT I 718t ded

e This new political alignment has established ideal conditions for companies on both
sides to form partnerships, invest capital and build joint ventures.
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T U ISP WY A G Uail 3 Sufral & g agiert a9, Ui faw e iR
TYT ITH AT H1 F srgpa aRfRufear ar o1 §1

Already, it is clear what is possible.

319 I8 Wy § i ®mdua g1

Energy, minerals synergy, other areas

JH=GY 3T 3= &F

The historic Canadian $2.6-billion, nine-year uranium supply agreement between the
Government of India and Cameco demonstrates the level of trust that underpins
strategic cooperation.

YRA PR R FAD! & d14 2.6 3RT HTSTS Siax &1 -1 aufa fraw smgfd gushar
39 fayra & v Y gfar @ S UIfas EahT BT YR 71
Nuclear energy requires regulatory cone dence and long-term commitment,
demonstrating that when political leadership aligns with commercial readiness,
transformative agreements follow.
TRHTY] Seit & forw PramAea faym 3k fefe e ufdasgar siawas gidl 8, S a8 e
? & 99 Ieifae Aqa i Araaie a4 U 1Y 3 ¢, <) uRadae R ausia va
ok
Energy and critical minerals remain clear areas of complementarity.

YUl WS T T Y IWER RS &5 & = § I 3 g
Canada is a ready supplier of responsibly produced oil and gas, uranium for clean
baseload power, and critical minerals essential for electric vehicles and advanced
manufacturing.
FTS] ReRIyd® Iarfed ad iR 1, WS NURYd el & g g¥f=am, aﬁvﬁag?r
et aeT S fafrmtor & R sz wewyul @l BT U 39X SgRied 31
India’s scale and demand provide long-term market certainty.
YR $T fI2a PR 3R AT Erep1ierd IR fRURET veH ovd |
At the same time, there is a signis cant opportunity for Indian companies to expand their
footprint in Canada.
1Y € WRTT Sufra) % g Sarer § oo SufRARY 9/ &1 Aol 3r@aer Hive 2|
India’s technology sector is globally competitive, with « rms such as HCL Technologies
recently announcing investments in Canada’s innovation ecosystem.
YRA F1 WAt &7 afye R w ufoeudf 3, iR verfiua ittt ot duf = g1a
B A PATST & TaraR o § 3% @Y awon & 71
Canada o ers North American market access, deep Artie cial Intelligence research
clusters, stable regulations, and clean energy, making it a natural partner.
mmarﬂﬁaﬁwwu'@ P gfgwmr sy g, RR Fraw srawr iR
TS Hell Yo BT 8, Y I8 WIS AT8igR §-dT ¢ |
In financial services, long-standing joint ventures such as Sun Life-Aditya Birla show that
cross-border collaboration succeeds when both sides commit long-term.
fasiia Qaraii & w9 A E-eiid fsar 9 @8 999 A 9d 78 HY I<H U8 ia ¢ &
¥ UR HEURT a9 UBd §dT § o1d gIH1 u&l geIere Ufadsal fe@nd g
Agriculture presents another openin
P &7 1t T 3R 3R U m%
Canada’s agri-food exporters can help complement India’s food security and
sustainability needs.
FATST & FHiY-QIe FFrafas URd St W7 YRam R FRREAT smazadwarsit & {1 HA 8
T R el g |
There is also an enormous opportunity for Canadian institutional investors and pension
funds, which have now invested over Canadian $100 billion in India’s infrastructure and
real estate development, to further explore venture and public equity offerings.

HATSTS HRINTA Az SR U3 Bat & Ay o fawmer SravR 8, el ofd 0 YR &
gfardl e ok fvua Twee faswTa # 100 3RE FTSTS Siar A M fAawr fvar g, ok a
I Yoil YT Ardeif-e 3ferdt SRl &7 iR e Saw0 o qahd g |
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e Already, Fairfax India has committed to India’s long-term development through significant
investment in Bengaluru airport, and Brooke eld from telecom towers to renewable
energy projects.

Tgd ¥ &t haRthad 33T A SIS garssrg ¥ 93 o & Ao ¥ uRd & e
faer & ufa ufdagar fe@rs 8, 3k gPwice 7 TP IR A AP TSN FHoit
ufeaierre a o fear gl

¢ India’s urbanisation, logistics corridors, renewable energy build-out, and industrial
parks require consistent capital.

YR PT RGBT, AR HINSR, Tdiwoiia ol faar iR sheifie urd fARar
Yol fa=r o1 sawaedr ad ]

e Canada can provide it.
FHTST T U BT APl 8|

e Conversely, Indian infrastructure and technology firms will « nd opportunities in
Canada’s digital infrastructure sectors, clean energy, and advanced manufacturing.

WWWWGNWWW%?%WW o
it 3R I faffor &= & srawr

The next phase
ST °IR0T

e Mr. Carney has also extended an invitation to Mr. Modi to visit Canada, an important
signal that this renewed partnership is intended to be sustained and reciprocal.
qTH BT A FUTTHR R W B FATST 14 BT FHi=vor oft faar 8, < o5 Iha < ¢ fos 7
T AgieRt R iR TRwEfY® g ardt 3

e Anew window of opportunity has opened.
AR P TP 73 s ga 1 3|

e India has trade deals with trusted allies such as Australia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand, the European Union, and the United States.

URE % HTRRMAT, gTES RbTen, <uids, RN WY 3R Hge T SARST 9
fayirg ARt & ATy ATIR A ¢

e Canada continues to diversify its economic partnerships amid geopolitical uncertainty.
Tuwﬁﬁwaﬁ@w%ﬁammw@mﬂwﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁ@@

I

o Closer alignment with India is complementary and strategic in today’s geopolitical
environment.
YRd & 1Y e TgahT o< & Y-Ie-ifae araravor § R 3R Iuifae 8|

e This is a defining moment for Canada and India’s joint economic futures.
g HIST 3R YRA & g e ufasy & fore ves fRurfae eor g

e |tis an opening shaped by a changing world and renewed political resolve.
Ig aad! afye TRIRIfEY ok 75 Ioifae afagar & ST s 8|

e Companies have an opportunity to seize the momentum with action, ambition, and
conviction.

P U HHAATE}, HEcdTHiaN 3R T¢ fAYTT & 1Y T AT BT AT IS BT HIbT
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PR ATl IR Y[ed § Heldl A WISl BT 95 FH B

09Mar | Why are Al-generated animal videos on the rise and what harm can they

cause?

Al RT 91T 1T U] 34T &R ¢ e @ SiR o1 T Ugdl Hevd 872

How duty cuts in cancer drugs will ease burden for patients

While private hospitals charge more than public facilities for cancer treatment, the relative financial burden is higher in the government sector

| DATA POINT |

Debasree Purkayastha

he most expensive disease
T just got a little more affor-

dable to treat in India. Can-
cer treatment costs are three times
higher than the hospitalisation ex-
penditure for any average ailment
in the country. Its medicines itself
form the single largest component
of expenditure in public hospitals
— especially in rural areas. The full
exemption of basic customs duty
proposed on 17 cancer-related
drugs and medicines in the Bud-
get, acts as a welcome balm for the
stinging costs of life-saving care.

With India recording a 26.4%
rise in cancer incidence between
1990 and 2023 - among the high-
est increases globally — the cost of
treating the disease has become a
severe burden. As the disease
spreads, the financial strain on pa-
tients is deepening faster than the
health system’s ability to absorb it.

According to the 2017-18 Nation-
al Sample Survey (NSS) on health,
the average cost for a typical hospi-
tal stay was 320,135, while cancer
patients spent over 361,000 per vi-
sit. These figures represent nation-
al averages, including at both pu-
blic and private healthcare
facilities (Chart 1).

‘When the data is disaggregated
by facility type, a worrying trend
emerges. While it is well-docu-
mented that private hospitals
charge over four times more than
public facilities for cancer treat-
ment, the relative financial burden
is actually higher in the govern-
ment sector. In private hospitals,
the average cost of cancer care
(%93,305) was roughly three times
that of a typical hospitalisation
(¥31,845) in 2017-18. In contrast, a
cancer stay in a public hospital
(¥22,520) costs about five times as
much as a standard admission
(¥4,452). This higher ‘cost multi-
plier” in the public sector suggests
that cancer care places a dispro-
portionately heavy strain on the

resources of the poor. The finan-
cial strain is even more pro-
nounced when the data is disag-
gregated by location. In rural
public hospitals, the cost multi-
plier for cancer treatment climbs
to 5.5x, compared to 4.1x in urban
public facilities. Notably, this rural-
urban disparity is far less signifi-
cant in the private sector, where
the relative cost burden remains
more consistent regardless of loca-
tion (Chart 2).

Widening gap
It is also significant that this gap in
public hospitals was not nearly as
wide, just a few years earlier, in
2014. According to the 2014 NSS on
health, the average cost of cancer
care in private hospitals (78,050)
was roughly three times that of a
typical hospitalisation (325,850).
This indicates that the cost multi-
plier for private hospitals re-
mained consistent in the four
years leading up to the latest 2017-
18 data. In contrast, in 2014, a can-
cer stay in a public hospital
(¥24,526) costs about four times as
much as a standard admission
(¥6,120). It is important to note
that this cost multiplier for public
hospitals has increased by a full
point — climbing from 4 in 2014 to
5 in the 2017-18 figures (Chart 3).
A look at hospitalisation costs
shows that medicines form the sin-
gle largest component of medical
expenditure across both public
and private hospitals, in rural as
well as urban India. This is espe-
cially true in public hospitals,
where doctor and surgeon fees are
negligible; here, spending on med-
icines accounts for approximately
40% to 50% of the total expense.
Even in private hospitals — where
doctor fees and package costs are
substantial — the share of expendi-
ture on medicines still represents
around 20% to 25% of the bill
(Chart 4). This trend highlights
that medicines comprise a larger
share of out-of-pocket cancer care
costs for poorer patients in govern-
ment hospitals, making the recent
duty reduction a key intervention.

. y W
Cutting

COsts LS -~

The data for the charts

were sourced from the \
National Sample Survey

(NSS) Round 71 for 2014

and Round 75 for 2017-18,

released by the Ministry of

Statistics and Programme

implementation

CHART 1: Average medical expenditure during hospital
stay per case for selected categories of ailments in
2017-18. (figuresin %)

Cancers.
Psychiatric and neurological ailments
Cardiovascular ailments

Musculoskeletal ailments

These figures
represent
national averages,
including stays at
bath public and
private healthcare
Eyeailments facilities

10,912
Infections

Genitourinary ailments
Gastrointestinal ailment

Respiratory ailments

9,064
Any other ailment

CHART 3: Cost multiplier for cancer treatment across facility
types in two different survey years

0 2014 WM 2017-18

51
I 3 29 3.1 3
T

T T
Public hospitals  Private hospitals  All {incl. NGO/trust)

CHART 2: Cost multiplier for cancer treatment across
location and facility types. The cost multiplier represents.
how many times more cancer hospitalisation costs

compared to the average hospital stay for an ailment
M Public hospitals Private hospitals

B All (all hospitals, including the ones run by charities/

NGOs/trusts)
55
5.1
41
L]
. 3
I 27 06 29
T T I T l
Rural Urban Total

CHART &: Break-up of average medical expenditure (3} for

hospitalisation (any ailment) in 2017-18. (figures in %)
Package component I Doctor's/surgeon’s fee MlMedicines
Diagnostic tests | Bed charges Bl Others

Public hospitals (rural)

_ 188

Public hospitals (urban)

Private hospitals (rural)
n 102
- =

This trend highlights that medicines often comprise a larger
share of out-of-pocket cancer care costs for poorer patients in
government hospitals

Private hospitals (urban)

Note: In the chart above, the package component refers to “pack-
ages” of treatment involving specific surgical or non- surgical
medical procedures, Other medical expenses refer to attendant
charges, physiotherapy; personal medical appliances, blood,
oxygen, etc.

O9Mar. How duty cuts in cancer drugs will ease burden for patients

FHER ATl TR Yo W Heldl v AN BT 91 HH Bl

e While private hospitals charge more than public facilities for cancer treatment, the

relative financial burden is higher in the government sector.
Safer Al SRuaTd FER ITAR & faw WRER glaemst o1 ga & e Yoo ad €, R
1w farfta S Rt & & ofte g &

Cancer Treatment Costs and Dut ; eduction on Cancer Medicines in India

YR # FER IUAR BT AN 3R

SaTafi UR [ed | B
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The most expensive disease just got a little more affordable to treat in India.

T gt U 1 3a oF URd ® AtsT Sifte gau g gl

Cancer treatment costs are three times higher than the hospitalisation expenditure for
any average ailment in the country.

g‘mwaﬂm%wﬁw 1t = Tt & Sregara @ | FYIT & AT it
I

Its medicines form the single largest component of expenditure in public hospitals,
especially in rural areas.

D! GATE AP YTl H @I BT TGH TST 3T 57l &, FITDH Areiion &t 7|
The full exemption of basic customs duty proposed on 17 cancer-related drugs and
medicines in the Budget acts as a welcome balm for the stinging costs of life-saving
care.

ol # 17 $Ox "aeh garsi iR ga War 3es B gul ge StaRed SUTR i Sl anTd i
FY I B G2 & TP Heaqui Wed 3

With India recording a 26.4% rise in cancer incidence between 1990 and 2023, among
the highest increases globally, the cost of treating the disease has become a severe
burden.

1990 ¥ 2023 F g URT & HIR & ATHA | 26.4% S ol H1 71 ¢, o fay A e ke
IFZ A A Ta 2, PR TR & anTd TR der 7 7E )

As the disease spreads, the financial strain on patients is deepening faster than the
health system’s ability to absorb it.

g@rﬁ@rﬁﬂﬂmw% RIS R Sfie SaTa WA YoITel! &1 &Har I Sifire delt § 9¢ 38T
I

According to the 2017-18 National Sample Survey (NSS) on health, the average cost for a
typical hospital stay was ¥20,135, while cancer patients spent over ¥61,000 per visit.
2017-18 & ITETI AT AU (TITRA) & SHTHR HTHI ST Hell BT 3d AT
220,135 4, 9ol HIR AN B ufa = 261,000 A 3iftrp @< AT USdr AT

These figures represent national averages, including both public and private healthcare
facilities.

3 Sffers I ofiera &1 et 7, o ardafe ok st gt warwa gfaumd =mfira
When the data is disaggregated by facility type, aworrylng trend emerges

T s B SRUATA & PR P SJHR T ST STt 8, 4 U Riarere ughy v
3Tt B

While private hospitals charge over four times more than public facilities for cancer
treatment, the relative financial burden is actually higher in the government sector.
gTaie fASl SRUATd HOR ITAR & AT ISR Srudaral | IR AT it e ad &,
1t Arder anfie digr IR 87 7 3if¥re giar 81

In private hospitals, the average cost of cancer care ¥93,305 was roughly three times
that of a typical hospitalisation 31,845 in 2017-18.

foroft Sregare § $OR TR Fi 3T AT 293,305 2R, S ATHTRT STt el 231,845
(2017-18) T TRTHT 1T T[T S1FeUp ot

In contrast, a cancer stay in a public hospital ¥22,520 costs about five times as much as
a standard admission ¥4,452.

% AUd TRETRY Sreudrd § FER IUAR B 3 d anTd 222,520 A, St qrA=T yedf
4,452 § TIHT U AT iU g

This higher ‘cost multiplier’ in the public sector suggests that cancer care places a
disproportionately heavy strain on the resources of the poor.

Aot &= 98 e ART I S=idl § o R IUAR TRIE! & AT U SR
9 q R ga19 STAa1 3

The financial strain is even more pronounced when the data is disaggregated by location.
9 3fips! & TIM F ATYR R e far orar 8, dF nfie gama 3R 3iftre vy g1 orar 5|

In rural public hospitals, the cost multiplier for cancer treatment climbs to 5.5x,
compared to 4.1x in urban public facilities.

IO IRBRY SRUATA H $UR SUAR B! ARTd BT VISP 5.5 AT dP Ugd ol o, SIaids
e WRHRY SRuarel ¥ 98 4.1 TAT 5
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Notably, this rural-urban disparity is far less significant in the private sector, where the
relative cost burden remains more consistent regardless of location.

&I ¢ A1 g b frolt & # aefior-zrest SiaR +1w! W 8, Siel [T &1 WRaTg fpe faar
ART T SIS SHT GHH &l

Widening gap

ol 5% @R

It is also significant that this gap in public hospitals was not nearly as wide in 2014.

7g W He@yul § 5 TRPRI Sregaral # g 3idr 2014 | a1 98T 7181 T

According to the 2014 NSS on health, the average cost of cancer care in private
hospitals ¥78,050 was roughly three times that of a typical hospltallsatlon %25,850.
2014 % TR WEh PG T TIEHVT 3 ST Pl ST § FO TR 3 I
NI £78,050 2, S AT SreTare Helf €25,850 I TRTHT ot T[T 3HfRw 2|

This indicates that the cost multiplier for private hospitals remained consistent in the
four years leading up to 2017-18 data.

Y Wohd iy § for foh sRuaral # @RTd Ui 2017-18 96 & AR 961 § T A
Xell

In contrast, in 2014, a cancer stay in a public hospital ¥24,526 costs about four times as
much as a standard admission ¥6,120.

9% fudid 2014 H TRPRY UATd # FAR IUAR B AN £24,526 ot S IJrA=a vt
6,120 I T AR T[T 3 i

It is important to note that this cost multiplier for public hospitals increased from 4 in
2014 to 5in 2017-18.

Ig e ST HEaqUi § o TRPIY SRuaTell # @RI I 2014 & 4 | g~ 2017-18 H 581
o) |

A look at hospitalisation costs shows that medicines form the single largest component
of medical expenditure across both public and private hospitals.

SRYATA & & fARANUT § Ul Il § b gart Arasi-i 3R feft g sreuaral ® R
T4 o1 I I8 i ot §
This pattern holds in both rural and urban India.

Ig yghy arior 3R e ST WRd W HE wu A @S 3@t g

In public hospitals, where doctor and surgeon fees are negligible, spending on
medicines accounts for about 40% to 50% of the total expense.

BN 3RYATeR A, O8] Srae? 3R Told 9 B 10 gt 8, 98] garell N @ oo =4
BT TAITHIT 40% A 50% BT 8|

Even in private hospitals, where doctor fees and package costs are substantial,
medicines still account for around 20% to 25% of the bill.

roft sreuare A o, wet STaex 3 B ol % AT oiftre gt 8, 951 +ft At o faw
BT TAHIT 20% A 25% =T B B

This trend highlights that medicines comprise a larger share of out-of-pocket cancer care
costs for poorer patients in government hospitals.

Tg gy oIl € fob TRPRT sRuaral ® e Adiwil & fiY IR ITAR & safcraa @d &
Zarait &1 fevar iftre gar 8|
This makes the recent duty reduction a key intervention.

34l BRU BT 81 A Yoob § P1 T3 HHI U Hdyul &7 & SiIeh 8|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page45



©
patriotic (8 YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Why are Al-generated animal videos on
the rise and what harm can they cause?

Al-generated animal videos are spreading across social media as generative Al tools allow users to create hyper-realistic clips and chase virality; but
these fake wildlife encounters can warp public perception of animal behaviour, spread misinformation, and potentially harm humans and animals

Sahana Venugopal slop” due to their low-grade a country struggling to tackle rabies. in an encounter with an animal, a human
entertainment value and short length. Research in this area is ongoing, but a fails to recognize it as a potential threat,”
The story so far: Often shared with sensationalised September 2025 report titled ‘Threats to noted the paper’s authors.
+_ pen up Instagram, Meta Al, captions or presented as though they are conservation from
TikTok, YouTube Shorts, or X real news events, viewers inevitably waste | artificial-intelligence-generated wildlife How do conservation groups feel
0 on your phone and it won't be | their time trying to figure out if the images and videos’ [Conservation Biology, | about AI?
long before you scroll to a content is real or Al-generated. 40, e70138] explores how Al images and The responsible application of generative
short video clip that shows animals and Violence is also a major pull factor in videos of animals might undermine Al technology definitely helps out experts
humans sharing a bizarre encounter. Al animal videos: a giraffe is decapitated conservation efforts by spreading in the conservation sector, according to
While an Al-generated video of a man by an overhead bridge, a gorilla smashesa | misinformation. Dipankar Ghose, Senior
taking an underwater selfie with a sharkis | tiger with a boulder, a hippo excretes in According to the report, Al animal Director-Biodiversity Conservation, at
easy to identify as fake, more realistic the face of another animal with the power | videos can make social media users WWF-India.
generative Al videos can warp the way we | of a missile, a crazed shark mauls a believe that endangered/vulnerable The organisation is using Al to identify
think about wild animals and their swimmer, and a whale swims after a creatures are actually easy to find around | images of large mammals caught by
behavioural traits, putting both them and desperate Arctic fox. them. Exposure to inaccurate Al animal camera traps and segregate hundreds of
us in danger. Such videos come with or without videos could also confuse children on them by their species in a matter of
melodramatic storylines. These are social media, and set back efforts to minutes. If done manually, this process
Why are Al animal deepfakes on the reshared, repeated, and re-adapted by identify diverse types of animals or tell would have taken days. Al is also used for
rise? others hoping to go viral. apart native species. bioacoustics and creating data-driven
This is thanks to a barrage of Generative Other possible outcomes outlined in content.
Al tools that allow users to enter text What harm can Al animal videos the report could directly harm animals. However, Ghose was strongly against
prompts in everyday language and churn cause? These include overtourism due to Al videos of animals made for
out hyper-realistic videos at scale that can | Al-generated animal videos rack up Al-generated animal sightings, spreading entertainment.
be easily uploaded online. millions of views on platforms like X and the false idea that animals have human “It is a dangerous trend in which Al is
As platforms like Meta pivot to YouTube, because they are seen by behavioural traits such as affection for used to create hyper-realistic clips of
short-form videos in an attempt to viewers across age groups and with children (known as anthropomorphism), tigers picking up people from their beds
surpass TikTok, while X rewards virality varying levels of media education and or making exotic pets look attractive in or leopards drinking water from a kid’s
and engagement, users are incentivised to | digital literacy. In essence, Al animal spite of laws prohibiting wildlife water bottle, all completely fake!” he
make and share more low-cost, low-effort | videos can change our relationships with trafficking. explained.
content. animals. “Some Al videos depict interspecific “It is a nightmare for conservationists
As a result, you might have seen For example, a video of a little girl interactions that are implausible, for and wildlife and forest managers,
gorillas breaking out of zoo enclosures, feeding puppies or a boy dancing with a example, affiliative behaviours between particularly the officers and field staff of
crocodiles gobbling up their handlers, monkey on Meta Al might seem like animals of different species, including state forest departments and
dying lions surrendering their cubs to harmless, heartwarming slop, but they between predators and prey, and administration, as public perception can
humans, fishermen rescuing polar bears, downplay the dangers of parents letting between parasites and hosts. Some videos | be manipulated by these fake videos,
and monkeys dancing with children. their children approach unvetted animals | depict friendships between humans and which may result in retaliatory violence
These videos are generally called “Al without expert supervision, especially in wild animals, which can be dangerous if, against wild animals.”

09Mar. Why are Al-generated animal videos on the rise and what harm can
they cause?

Al GRT 99T ¢ U] FifEat 741 9¢ 73 & SR d 1 JH M Ugdl 99d 572

e Open up Instagram, Meta Al, TikTok, YouTube Shorts, or X on your phone and it won’t be
long before you scroll to a short video clip showing animals and humans sharing a
bizarre encounter.

30 B R Instagram, Meta Al, TikTok, YouTube Shorts 9T X @Eﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ 3UDT
9T ST difsal fau fears 3 R siFaR oik $ar= -t srefte gareTa &) arsn
4 gQ fewd §

o While an Al-generated video of a man taking an underwater selfie with a shark is easy to
identify as fake, more realistic generative Al videos can warp the way we think about
wild animals and their behavioural traits, putting both them and us in danger.

gIciifch XM P ATY U & 12 Aeb! dd i BT TS dIfSAY Thell g1 S &,
AP e gurdard) S Rfea vans dAifeal sirell saR) ofik 3% gk & R # gHRY
T o1 fapd w3 god &, PR 97w 3R 9 aH @ A Us god 2|

Why are Al animal deepfakes on the rise?

T3Ts Uy SiUhe 1 9¢ T8 82

e This is thanks to a barrage of Generative Al tools that allow users to enter text prompts in
everyday language and produce hyper-realistic videos at scale.
Ig WRfed USMTS ged 1 91¢ & HRUT 8, S STANTHATST ! HILRUT HTHT § TRe Uiy
SAPR 98 TN W raafie gyrdard) fifsa a9 ot srgafa 34 €1

e These videos can then be easily uploaded online.

3% §1¢ 39 difS) BT AT F TS uairs fpar s g1 2|

e As platforms like Meta pivot to short-form videos to compete with TikTok, while X
rewards virality and engagement, users are incentivised to create and share more low-
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cost, low-effort content.

SId Meta TikTok & Ufaeasf & forg 2iié-wid difsat 3t 3 9 61 ¢ S8R X araRfere 3R
TioTHe &I 9¢ra1 3T €, df STANTEdis B! &H ARG 3R H Hg-d aid Hec g4 3R
TS $31 & forg Mee frerar 21

As a result, viewers might see gorillas breaking out of zoo enclosures, crocodiles
gobbling up their handlers, dying lions surrendering their cubs to humans, fishermen
rescuing polar bears, and monkeys dancing with children.

. TR, 37 UiRI&®T Bt fFRTad TRUwS, wRd
BT IR GIRT 3T+ ATD| B TIeE! DI JIAT, HFIRT §RT Ydrg Utgsi &Y a9 3R g=ai
& TIY ATId F3 oY T ¢ THd ¢
These videos are generally called “Al slop” because of their low-grade entertainment
value and short length.

29 difSA Y AR WR “Al slop” FET SITdT § Fiifds 370 HH UG I1aT AR 3R 984
Bt eafy gt B

They are often shared with sensationalised captions or presented as if they are real news
events.

36 IRR TAG-raS DI P ATy AT fomar STt 3 a1 QY U fobam St & w1 o
ARATAS FHTEAR ge-T 8l |

Viewers end up wasting time trying to determine whether the content is real or Al-
generated.

?Wwwmﬁwmm%%%mwﬁﬁ%mEMWWnﬁ
|

Violence is also a major attraction in Al animal videos.
waTs Uy difsar § i ot ve v seur o I

Examples include a giraffe decapitated by an overhead bridge, a gorilla smashing a tiger
with a boulder, a hippo excreting in another animal’s face like a missile, a crazed shark
mauling a swimmer, and a whale chasing an Arctic fox.

IEERUN H HURL Ta A THIAB FORTE BT /R He AT, MV gRI IR A 149 i 7R,

TS NS g1 g e o wfed ¥ g SR R 7d BT, URTA MH GRT RIS TR

THAT BT 3R A GRT SThfed Aag! BT fiaT S Wa g

These videos may appear with or without melodramatic storylines.

3 difsar ot ATeP g FEr & 1Y 3R Ff fam wer & off fewrE 3§

They are reshared, repeated, and re-adapted by others hoping to go viral.

@ﬁm?ﬁaﬁwﬂzﬁm-mwﬁmm%,aﬁwm%aﬁ?wwﬁw
SIGIE

What harm can Al animal videos cause?

warmg Uy difeal ¥ w1 JHA 8 Pl 82

Al-generated animal videos can gather millions of views on platforms like X and
YouTube.

g&n‘émmmmﬁ%‘q’raﬁxaﬁvvouTubeﬁﬁﬁEﬁWE@mé@mm
|

They reach viewers across different age groups with varying levels of media education
and digital literacy.

%ﬂaggﬁrwmaﬁaﬁvm-mlﬂ%mﬁwam%ﬁmwmaﬁaﬁw
|

In essence, Al animal videos can change our relationships with animals.

Td ¥ ¥ T3 U] AT SHaRt & A1d gUR dael & 95 god ¢

For example, a video of a little girl feeding puppies or a boy dancing with a monkey
might appear harmless and heart-warming.

JaTERUT & fo1T T BIEt ag! gRT fuedl & a1 a1 To a9 3T dgX & AT AT g8
# frey 3R WIaHTH® o7 9HhaT 5

However, such videos downplay the dangers of children approaching animals without
expert supervision.
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Wﬂgmﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬂwm%aﬂaﬁ%maﬁ%@aﬁﬁmw
feard &1
e This is especially risky in countries struggling with diseases like rabies.

T8 {0y &0 & 37 32 & R § o Yool ot Starial & o= 78 g

e Research in this area is ongoing, but a September 2025 report titled ‘Threats to
conservation from artificial-intelligence-generated wildlife images and videos’
(Conservation Biology, 40, e70138) explores how Al images and videos of animals might
undermine conservation efforts by spreading misinformation.

39 &7 § SrguYT W} 8, Afd Rydar 2025 #1 RUIE ‘Threats to conservation from
artificial-intelligence-generated wildlife images and videos’ (Conservation Biology, 40,
e70138)%W%%Emmmwwﬁaﬁvmmmﬂmﬁm&m
TR Bt FHAR X TP 3|

e According to the report, Al animal videos can make social media users believe that
endangered or vulnerable species are easy to find around them.

Yo & SrguR wams uyy difSar Sz Wifear Suaeats #) ag Ay feem aoaq & %
BT T HSIR YSITTadl 3P SATHUTH M- T fid Il |

e Exposure to inaccurate Al animal videos could also confuse children on social media
and set back efforts to identify diverse types of animals or distinguish native species.

TTd T3S Uy i3 & WU # M | T Hifsar R = § Y Uer 8 Hopar @ 3R
ffia UPR & TFER] Bt UgAE A1 R YoATfadl Bt e Uga= & Yardi of Jha
Ugd AP 3|

e Other possible outcomes outlined in the report could directly harm animals.
fYord & gare e oy Tuifad uiomy e STHERY @) JHaT ugan 9@ 3|

e These include overtourism caused by Al-generated animal sightings.

374 TTE GRT 991E 7T Uy fe@n & <16l & SR Srafie yded it 21

e They also include spreading the false idea that animals have human behavioural traits
such as affection for children (anthropomorphism).

T4 g8 FoT AR ar +ff e 7 fos SaRt d agsi oft ya=d gt & o o=l &
ufa 9% (anthropomorphism)|

e Another risk is making exotic pets look attractive despite laws prohibiting wildlife
trafficking.

TH 3R TR § T a3t IR Ufaae F araelg fae=h urerg sraR) @) snede feamm|
e The report notes that some Al videos depict implausible interspecific interactions.
a1 & g1 T B o po vang difsat srarafaw sia-usrdiy wud foama €

o For example, affiliative behaviour between different species, including predators and
prey or parasites and hosts.

IeTexul & fore fafta yenferat & s gl sgasr, oF Rert ik Rrer a1 weid
3R e & di|

e Some videos also show friendships between humans and wild animals.
$o ST AgeEl 3R SiTelt SiFaR) & dte i of fwrd 7

e This can be dangerous if a human fails to recognise a wild animal as a potential threat
during an encounter.

T AT 81 Gobdl € Tfe BIS TR GATPTd P SR SHICH SIFaR &I FHTFAd W P
¥9 H YA § % gl S|

How do conservation groups feel about Al?

0T GHE T3S & IR # o1 Jed 82

e According to Dipankar Ghose, Senior Director — Biodiversity Conservation at WWF-
India, the responsible application of generative Al can assist conservation experts.

WWF-India ¥ 94 fafaerar wvemr & avy Fexre e 9y & ouR SRfea Tans &1
R IuaT IRev faugl @t Heg B JHdT g

e The organisation uses Al to identify images of large mammals captured by camera traps.
w@gﬁmaﬁ%mﬁmwﬁﬁﬁmﬁwmﬁ%mwﬁmm
CXGIR]
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Al can separate hundreds of images by species within minutes.

TR $ g1 el # st awdiRl &Y gefadl & SRR e R Jhdl 8|
If done manually, the same process would take several days.

gfe g B Agerd ¥U J a1 oY O 3@ o8 a7 @71 wohd 2

Al is also used in bioacoustics analysis and for creating data-driven conservation
content.

T3S HT IUANT FRINTHIReRT fa=ayr iR SeT-3memiea wRemr anpdt s+ & off foan
Srar 81

However, Ghose strongly criticised Al videos of animals made purely for entertainment.

Tl Oy - Rith AR & g a1Q 1Y gang uy) difSat 35t HSt st o

He described it as a dangerous trend involving hyper-realistic fake clips, such as tigers
picking up people from their beds or leopards drinking water from a child’s bottle.

I2I 3V WP Ygfa sarn ford sreafie gurdardt Aot fifsa a=me o 8, S are
BT ARN DI 30 faR A ST A1 A1 dgT BT g $i U $I giadd I = 9=

He warned that such content is a nightmare for conservationists and wildlife managers.
I Jarat <t {5 T dhee TR&T faRivgil 3R a=uila Ueusd! & fore U g:&ay S 2|
It is particularly problematic for forest department officers and field staff.

75 faRiy ®u I 99 faum & SRRl 3R wies W & fore guwn U el 8|

Fake Al wildlife videos can manipulate public perception.

Tl T3S Fond STl FTaT Pt YR B gUIfAd B FHhd 7|

This manipulation could trigger retaliatory violence against wild animals.

g UHTT STTell SITHaR] & [QeT® Ui 691 $1 de1a1 ¢ Ipar g!
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Cheetahs moving from Kuno to Rajasthan

showing ‘natural territorial behaviour’ NTCA
(GS Iil: Environment ]

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The National Tiger Conser-
vation Authority (NTCA), a
body under the Union En-
vironment Ministry, said
on Sunday that cheetahs
travelling from the Kuno
National Park in Madhya
Pradesh to Baran district in
Rajasthan were showing
“natural territorial
behaviour”.

This follows media re-
ports since late February
that two cheetahs from Ku-
no had been tracked in the
Mangrol range and the
Banjh Amli Conservation
Reserve of Baran district
after travelling 60 km to 70
km from Kuno National
Park. The cheetahs, called
KP2 and KP3, are among

S04k R e

The cheetahs being tracked are among the first generation of cubs

X i

=

born in India to African cheetahs. ANI

the first generation of cubs
born in India to African
cheetahs translocated in
2022. Both cheetahs are
being tracked round the
clock via satellite and are
radio-collared. They are
being monitored by a joint
inter-State team, with field

teams deployed from the
Kishanganj and Anta forest
ranges in Rajasthan.
“Long-distance disper-
sal across landscape boun-
daries is a well-document-
ed, natural territorial
behaviour in cheetahs. The
Project Cheetah Action

Plan explicitly anticipates
and provides for inter-State
movement within the Ku-
no-Gandhi Sagar meta-
population landscape,” the
NTCA noted. “These move-
ments reinforce the stra-
tegic rationale for the pro-
posed 17,000-sq. km
Kuno-Gandhi Sagar inter-
State wildlife corridor
spanning seven Rajasthan
and eight Madhya Pradesh
districts.”

Nine cheetahs from Bot-
swana arrived on February
28 as part of the govern-
ment’s Project Cheetah,
which aims to reintroduce
the species in India after it
became extinct in the
country in 1952. The ani-
mals, six females and three
males, were transported
by an Indian Air Force car-

go aircraft to Gwalior Air
Base and then flown by
helicopter to Kuno Nation-
al Park.

Botswana will become
the third African country
to send cheetahs to India
under the programme, af-
ter earlier translocations
from Namibia and South
Africa since the project be-
gan in September 2022. In-
cluding the animals from
Botswana, 29 adult chee-
tahs have been translocat-
ed from Africa since 2022.
Nine of them have died
from various causes.
Twenty-eight cubs have
been born in India and
around 12 have died so far.
Three adult cheetahs are
housed in the Gandhi Sa-
gar Wildlife Sanctuary, also
in Madhya Pradesh.

09Mar. Cheetahs moving from Kuno to Rajasthan showing ‘natural territorial
behaviour’: NTCA

P A IR o1 @ A Wipfaw &g saagr’ @@ 82 NTCA

e The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), a body under the Union Environment

Ministry, said on Sunday that cheetahs travelling from the Kuno National Park in Madhya
Pradesh to Baran district in Rajasthan were showing “natural territorial behaviour”.

Y HR&T

(NTCA), St

P qaiaRur #ared & 21ef Uh IR §, 7 AR

1 el b HE UG D HI AP AT I ISR & IRT Foret &1 3R &1 3@ i “wipfae
&g agR” feE e §
This follows media reports since late February that two cheetahs from Kuno had been

tracked in the Mangrol range and the Banjh Amli Conservation Reserve of Baran district
after travelling 60 km to 70 km from Kuno National Park.

g THPR] BRadt & 3id ¥ 315 Hifear fvutel & a1g 918 o ¢ & gt 3 3 9idl &) IRt
foret & Aive Y7 SR Fier et wRaor feerd & 0o fovar 7, S 3 = It I 9 60

foddt & 70 fpift B QO @A g A

The cheetahs, called KP2 and KP3, are among the first generation of cubs born in India to
African cheetahs translocated in 2022.

9, 5P 99 KP2 3R KP3 §, 2022 & RFART T 7T it dial § yRa & o=
ygell Nt & wmaet & e B
Both cheetahs are being tracked round the clock via satellite and are radio-collared.

gl Iidl &) QeaTse & ATHH A AAIE] e TP 51 o1 6T € 3R IS T T I $U Biew

T T & |

They are being monitored by a joint inter-State team, with field teams deployed from the
Kishanganj and Anta forest ranges in Rajasthan.

o] R U g

3T a1 ¥o1 ¥ Wies W oHId &1 7S § |
“Long-distance dispersal across landscape boundaries is a well-documented, natural
territorial behaviour in cheetahs.

“geft g8t o ufvexg Wwrei & UR Hera Hal § 1 1St Re A ool Wipfae &g AaER

gl

SR-IUg A gRT &1 o1 W&t @, Foraw IerRy™ & frerrie ik
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The Project Cheetah Action Plan explicitly anticipates and provides for inter-State

movement within the Kuno—Gandhi Sagar metapopulation landscape,” the NTCA noted.

Wioiae i1 TaRM WM WF F 9 FAI-Tid IRR AerdrgazH ufiexg & | siar-

I SHTATNTHA BT GHTTAT 3R FTRIT UG PRl 5,” NTCA = o fopa|

“These movements reinforce the strategic rationale for the proposed 17,000-sq. km Kuno-

Gandhi Sagar inter-State wildlife corridor spanning seven Rajasthan and eight Madhya

Pradesh districts.”

g Tfafafery vaTfad 17,000 &t frt T-wieh IR SiaR-Isdta a=ueita e &

%vﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁwﬁwm—cﬁ%, S ISRAT & T 3R Hed W= & 3ims Rorat & T gan
I”

Nine cheetahs from Botswana arrived on February 28 as part of the government’s Project

Cheetah, which aims to reintroduce the species in India after it became extinct in the

country in 1952.

AT Y 1 A 28 BT B WHR F WSlae T & ded 3N, e 3829 1952 & v
faqw 8 got 39 et & YR ® g RA1fia &A1 81

The animals, six females and three males, were transported by an Indian Air Force cargo
aircraft to Gwalior Air Base and then flown by helicopter to Kuno National Park.

3 SIaR], o 8 AreT $iR dF 7R 9, B WA arga=T & ST {aHH gRT aTed” TaR
o TP 1 T SR R geliepieR A At AERT I Yg A 7|

Botswana will become the third African country to send cheetahs to India under the
programme, after earlier translocations from Namibia and South Africa since the project
began in September 2022.

AT 3T HRAGHH & ded HIRT &I i Vo aTaT GIRT SPIdt ¢-T 971, Fifh 399 uga
RydaR 2022 & UfRASHT IR= g1 & 918 AT 3R gférmr snpie 3 off Fiaf 1 =R
EELRI

Including the animals from Botswana, 29 adult cheetahs have been translocated from
Africa since 2022.

T A T SAHAR] Hgd 2022 Y 3Hd Tb PIDT H 29 YD didl ol AR b
T g

Nine of them have died from various causes.

T I = 3! fafirs PR Y gg & g1 B

Twenty-eight cubs have been born in India and around 12 have died so far.

TS AMaP YR W 9 § 3R 3fd dF T 12 B Jog & gt 3|

Three adult cheetahs are housed in the Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, also in Madhya
Pradesh.

I Tov Aa 79 U F Wi AR a=eilg JHAR0G § I U |
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Cooling effect: on the wane

Vasudevan Mukunth

new study published in
A Geophysical Research Letters has

confirmed that global warming
has entered a phase of significant
acceleration. For decades, the earth’s
temperature rose at a steady rate of
about 0.2 degree Celsius per decade.
Recent record-breaking years sparked a
debate among scientists about whether
this pace was increasing but natural
events such as volcanic eruptions and
solar cycles frustrated efforts to find a
definitive answer.
University of Potsdam researchers
addressed this by stripping away these
natural factors from five major global
temperature datasets to reveal what they
have said is a clearer underlying trend.
Per their analysis, reported with 98%
confidence, global warming has indeed
accelerated, with the shift becoming
statistically significant around the year
2015. In fact, the earth appears to have
warmed faster over the last decade than
during any other decade on record.
The authors said the cause was likely a
drop in aerosol levels: these pollutants
reflect sunlight and mask some of the
warming caused by greenhouse gases.
But as countries cleaned up air pollution,
they inadvertently removed their cooling
effect, allowing the world to feel the full
heat of global warming.
The implications are urgent. The

09Mar. Cooling effect: on the wane

Haa YUTG: S giar goim

Global warming acceleration confirmed by new study

T g o

Hyp aeE FITeR S g

Students carrying umbrellas stand on the dry
riverbed of the Jialing River, a tributary of the
Yangtze, in China’s Chongqing Municipality on
August 19, 2022. Ap

researchers have projected that at the
newfound rate, the earth could breach
the 1.5 °C limit established by the Paris
Agreement by 2030. In turn this suggests
that current efforts to curb emissions
are insufficient and that to buck this
trend, humankind may have to reach
net-zero emissions far more quickly.

=N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

A new study published in Geophysical Research Letters has confirmed that global
warming has entered a phase of significant acceleration.

Geophysical Research Letters T YHIRId T ¢ amﬁg@aﬁ%ﬁﬁ%m@ 3

Weayul deil & =R0T A YA HR ID! 3

For decades, the earth’s temperature rose at a steady rate of about 0.2 degree Celsius per

decade.

%3 qu! g gt ST araHrE @ 0.2 f&3f AfRraw ufd e @) fRR R J sgar @l

e Recentrecord-breaking years sparked a debate among scientists about whether this pace
was increasing but natural events such as volcanic eruptions and solar cycles frustrated
efforts to find a definitive answer.
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University of Potsdam researchers addressed this by stripping away these natural factors
from five major global temperature datasets to reveal what they have said is a clearer
underlying trend.

HicasH fayfemea ¥ Muwatsit 3 ufa wa af¥e aoae sifest ¥ 37 wpfas sRe!
DI geTax U e Wy Saf-ifed gy & IR far|

Per their analysis, reported with 98% confidence, global warming has indeed accelerated,
with the shift becoming statistically significant around the year 2015.

RECACRGNUE:T , STt 98% TayTT TR & 1y U o T, afYye arugfs aaa ® a9
g3 8 AR TE T T 2015 & U ARAD I &Y A Agayul & 77|

In fact, the earth appears to have warmed faster over the last decade than during any
other decade on record.

Irad ¥, fUred e A g} &1 aruar ggq @1 i Rers | oot et Wt s g=1e ot
Jo 31ty Tt |

The authors said the cause was likely a drop in aerosol levels: these pollutants reflect
sunlight and mask some of the warming caused by greenhouse gases.

TGS A Bl [ THBT HRUI YHIA: WA &R 8 RRTaE & T gud g4 & U= $i
WRTafdd 3 8 3R Mered R | g1 archt oo arugfs #t fswr 3d 71

But as countries cleaned up air pollution, they inadvertently removed their cooling effect,
allowing the world to feel the full heat of global warming.

Afds Sd =M A IR UGWOT B HH b, dl 3 H Ig1 b1 e guma Hi ger faar,
forerd gferam @t afye arugfs 91 off Wi weww g1 o it

The implications are urgent.

% Uio id drepTird iR MR Bl

The researchers have projected that at the newfound rate, the earth could breach the 1.5
°C limit established by the Paris Agreement by 2030.

Mupatai ¥ srgHH T § % 39 5 ¥ W gt 2030 9 IR qusia gr1 Fuifea 1.5
°C AT F UR B Pt gl

In turn this suggests that current efforts to curb emissions are insufficient and that to
buck this trend, humankind may have to reach net-zero emissions far more quickly.

Y Yohd AT § o SxIel &l 0 S & qod= TR uaie 8, 3R 39 ugfy &l sga
& fore wrea sfa 3t YR Y[ IS AT Iga TP dil A UIed HAT g
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India’s renewable transition caught between
stranded power and institutional inertia

STAC—

India’s renewable energy
sector is in the midst of an
extraordinary  build-out.
Capacity targets are being
met, investments are flow-
ing in, and the country has
positioned itself as a global
clean-energy leader. But
beneath these headline
achievements lies a trou-
bling operational reality.
Take the example of Rajas-
than, where more than
4,000 MW of fully commis-
sioned renewable capacity
is unable to evacuate pow-
er during peak hours, due
to grid congestion.

This issue was highlight-
ed as a priority risk for In-
dia’s energy transition at
the Bharat Climate Forum
(BCF) 2026, where policy-
makers, system planners,
developers, and financiers
converged on the view that
transmission  congestion
and operational conserva-
tism, rather than genera-
tion shortfalls, are now
among the most binding
constraints to scale.

Rajasthan has approxi-
mately 23 GW of commis-
sioned renewable capacity,
but the available evacua-
tion margin stands at about
18.9 GW.

If curtailment were dis-
tributed proportionately,
peak-hour losses would be
around 15% - operationally
inconvenient, but finan-
cially manageable. Instead,
the burden falls entirely on
projects with Temporary
General Network Access
(T-GNA), which face 100%
shutdowns during peak so-
lar hours, while projects
with Permanent GNA con-
tinue uninterrupted. This
binary approach concen-
trates financial distress on
generators who commis-
sioned projects in good
faith, met their timelines,
and secured all necessary

Power it: Rajasthan has 23 GW commissioned renewable capacity
but the available evacuation margin is 18.9 GW. REUTERS FILE

clearances. More troubling
is the persistent under-util-
isation of transmission in-
frastructure itself. High-ca-
pacity 765 kv
double-circuit corridors,
each designed to evacuate
around 6,000 MW and
costing ¥4,000-5,000
crore, are often operated at
600-1,000 MW. Utilisation
levels below 20% are be-
coming routine. Therefore,
several commissioned pro-
jects remain connected but
unable to inject power due
to gaps in associated trans-
mission readiness.

Institutional mandate
This brings us to an impor-
tant question about institu-
tional responsibility.
Should the national grid
operator’s mandate be li-
mited solely to maintaining
stability, or does it extend
to maximising the utilisa-
tion of publicly funded as-
sets within safe operating
parameters?

These transmission in-
vestments, now exceeding
%1 lakh crore nationally, are
recovered through con-
sumer tariffs. When high-
capacity corridors operate
far below their design ca-
pacity, customers pay for
infrastructure that delivers
only a fraction of its intend-
ed value. At the same time,

renewable generation re-
mains stranded, com-
pounding inefficiencies
across the power system.
The risks are

The key issue is increasing-
ly institutional responsive-
ness rather than technical
feasibility. Months pass
sans published deploy-
ment timelines, staged mi-
tigation plans or clarity on
accountability while thou-
sands of megawatts idle.

No accountability

Grid security is non-nego-
tiable. But when stability
becomes the sole metric of
performance, the system
naturally gravitates toward
excessive  conservatism.
Operating a 765 kV corri-
dor at 15-20% utilisation
may be the safest short-
term choice, but it is not
the most responsible one
when 1 d against

rically distributed. Persis-
tent under-utilisation of
transmission assets carries
limited institutional conse-
quences. There are no au-
tomatic utilisation bench-
marks, no formal review
triggers, and little transpa-
rency when performance
falls short. Renewable gen-
erators, by contrast, ab-
sorb the full commercial
impact of congestion.

Solutions not deployed
The primary constraints
cited in Rajasthan are vol-
tage oscillations and the
risk of grid instability.
These are real challenges,
but they are not insur-
mountable. Technologies
such as STATCOMs, ad-
vanced  reactive-power
devices, and special pro-
tection schemes are global-
ly deployed and well un-
derstood within India’s
technical ecosystem.

Many new plants are al-
ready equipped with static
VAR generators and har-
monic filters, yet remain
unable to inject power or
provide  system-support
services due to conserva-
tive operating envelopes.

system cost, consumer in-
terest, and national energy
commitments.

Globally, advanced grid
operators are moving
beyond static security fra-
meworks. They employ dy-
namic security assess-
ment, real-time
contingency management,
probabilistic risk evalua-
tion and adaptive line rat-
ings, enabling higher utili-
sation while maintaining
reliability.  These ap-
proaches require greater
operational vigilance - but
that is precisely what mod-
ern, renewable-heavy
grids demand.

A disconnect
There is also a structural
misalignment  between
planning and operations.
The Central Transmission
Utility plans corridors
based on projected renew-
able capacity. General Net-
work Access is allocated to
developers on the assump-
tion that planned transmis-
sion will deliver corres-
ponding evacuation
capability. Developers in-
vest accordingly.

But when CTU plans for

6,000 MW, allocates GNA
on that basis, and Grid In-
dia operationally permits
only 1,000 MW to flow, the
system creates a credibility
problem. Planning as-
sumptions and operational
realities diverge so sharply
that the regulatory com-
pact breaks down.

Developers plan billion-
rupee investments based
on connectivity approvals
and transmission time-
lines, only to discover
physical  infrastructure
does not translate into usa-
ble capacity.

The risk of this mis-
match falls almost entirely
on generators. Institutions
responsible for planning or
operations face minimal
consequences when actual
performance deviates
drastically from design
intent.

Path forward
Addressing this requires in-
stitutional rebalancing, not
dilution of grid security.

First, Grid India must be
explicitly mandated - and
rigorously evaluated - not
only to maintain stability
but also to maximise asset
utilisation within safe oper-
ational limits. Performance
metrics should include
both  reliability and
efficiency.

Second, curtailment in
capacity-constrained re-
gions must be distributed
proportionately across all
generators, rather than im-
posed entirely on T-GNA
projects. The current bin-
ary treatment may align
with regulatory categories,
but it produces inequitable
commercial outcomes.

Third, unused or under-
utilised GNA capacity
should be dynamically
reallocated through tran-
sparent, real-time proto-
cols. Where evacuation
headroom exists within

safe margins, it must be
made accessible.

Fourth, when major
transmission assets persis-
tently fail to deliver expect-
ed usable capacity, formal
review mechanisms must
be automatically triggered.
These reviews should eval-
uate whether constraints
are technical, operational,
or the result of delayed sys-
tem strengthening, and
findings should be pu-
blished. Transparency
strengthens public confi-
dence in grid governance.

System that delivers
Rajasthan’s congestion and
subsequent  curtailment
crisis is not inevitable. It is
the product of institutional
choices - about how cau-
tiously we operate, how we
allocate responsibility, and
how we value public capi-
tal. India’s clean-energy
transition will succeed not
merely by building infras-
tructure at scale, but by en-
suring it works efficiently,
equitably, and in the inter-
est of consumers.

Stability is foundational.
But when stability comes
at the cost of chronic asset
under-utilisation, stranded
renewable capacity, and
inequitable risk allocation,
the system imposes costs
that neither developers
nor consumers should be
asked to bear indefinitely.

The grid exists to deliver
power, not to warehouse
it. India’s renewable future
depends on infrastructure
that works, institutions
that are accountable, and
operational  frameworks
that balance security with
performance.

All three must be in
place if the transition is to
rest on credible ground.

(Jagjeet Sareen is a
Partner and India-Head at
Dalberg Advisors. Views ex-
pressed are personal)

O9Mar. India’s renewable transition caught between stranded power and
institutional inertia
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o India’s renewable energy sector is in the midst of an extraordinary build-out.

YR BT TADING Holt & Th TR faFR & 3R Y ToR @1 2

e Capacity targets are being met, investments are flowing in, and the country has positioned
itself as a global clean-energy leader.

&mma&uq?ﬁmm@% a7 31 XE ©, SR <X A WY ! Ay Taws Selt AT b I A
wfd fpar g

e But beneath these headline achievements lies a troubling operational reality.

dfer 39 U@ Iuaterdl & Us Ue faeHe Sara-es
e Take the example of Rajasthan, where more than 4,000 MW of fully commissioned

renewable capacity is unable to evacuate power during peak hours, due to grid
congestion.

fodt g ®1
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This issue was highlighted as a priority risk for India’s energy transition at the Bharat
Climate Forum (BCF) 2026, where policymakers, system planners, developers, and
financiers converged on the view that transmission congestion and operational
conservatism, rather than generation shortfalls, are now among the most binding
constraints to scale.

g Yl URd & SHoll HhHUT & oY Ueh T WA & U § HIRd F1gAe BIRH (BCF)
2026 T T 3T, S8t Aifa fatar, Rew wieR, S9aw ok faa faxiug 39 ey R uge
o TR ST 3R HeTerTeTs Ffeatfedr, 7 fob Seure &1 S, ofd IR & fog Jey
ESEICIE]

Rajasthan has approximately 23 GW of commissioned renewable capacity, but the
available evacuation margin stands at about 18.9 GW.

IR H ATHT 23 HTaTe &) R AdIeRoi &HdT 8, Afe- Suasy fAreRit &medr
ATHT 18.9 THTIETE B

If curtailment were distributed proportionately, peak-hour losses would be around 15% —
operationally inconvenient, but financially manageable.

Paldl (Beade) DI U H dier oy ot Fier Smaet § g1 TFTHT 15% BRTt — Tare o
3GfaYTeD dfch fawita U | HuTeH |

Instead, the burden falls entirely on projects with Temporary General Network Access (T-

GNA), which face 100% shutdowns during peak solar hours, while projects with

Permanent GNA continue uninterrupted.

TP oI T A1 SR} 9 Aedd TaAT (T-GNA) I1d Wisieey R Usdl g, forg fie

%ﬁﬂ? 3ma¥ & 100% §¢ FHRAT TSl §, STaidh WRHME GNA aTdl Uioided a1 $h1ae gad gd
I

This binary approach concentrates financial distress on generators who commissioned

projects in good faith, met their timelines, and secured all necessary clearances.

g RS TPV I ITedH] R Feiig Webe Hiad Hdl & Rre oy R & e

Y, EERiT g8 @ SR Tt savae srgufaal ot o |

More troubling is the persistent under-utilisation of transmission infrastructure itself.

3R 1t feidToMe a1d § % < afiRm SrasiRa= &1 TR &H SUGHT 81 38T 6

High-capacity 765 kV double-circuit corridors, each designed to evacuate around 6,000

MW and costing ¥4,000-5,000 crore, are often operated at 600-1,000 MW.

I &HdT ITd 765 $dl SO Alde HINS R, 58 ATHIT 6,000 AIATE forored! fARR & forg

gfnmw 3R fSH@T AR 24,000-5,000 RIS 8, AR 600~1,000 AIMETE TR & TaTferd gt
I

Utilisation levels below 20% are becoming routine.

SUANT TR 20% 3 +Ia §IFT 31d ATHT Bidll off 387 ¢

Therefore, several commissioned projects remain connected but unable to inject power

due to gaps in associated transmission readiness.

ST B3 AT TRASHTE 1S J St 819 & Sracig faretelt oM & s € Fife et

TraftRE aarfal § H R

Institutional mandate

IRITTE g1

This brings us to an important question about institutional responsibility.

Ig g8 ORI el I IS U6 Hgaqui Uy a% o ST |

Should the national grid operator’s mandate be limited solely to maintaining stability, or
does it extend to maximising the utilisation of publicly funded assets within safe operating
parameters?

1 T Frs 3ifureR &1 a1 hae FRURdT 991E T@A T Wi gIAT =ife T a1 39 JRfard
T A & HiaR Sdee Sl & Siftead SuAT d@ SgrT Sl A1feu?

These transmission investments, now exceeding 1 lakh crore nationally, are recovered
through consumer tariffs.
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3 grafiR fawn, S I8 TR W 2 arE RIS § $ifie 3, Syt eRw & mied 8 aga
U s 7l
When high-capacity corridors operate far below their design capacity, customers pay for
infrastructure that delivers only a fraction of its intended value.
SIS 3o & AT BINSR U &S &1 I H1H! 1 Iad 8, dl SuHIadr T SR
& foTT YT B € S 30 ILTT Hed BT Pael U foeqr &l el g
At the same time, renewable generation remains stranded, compounding inefficiencies
across the power system.
It T ARl ST BT §3HT X8l §, fore R farerelt @ o srerwand 5 St €1
The risks are asymmetrically distributed.
AW | wu A fyafka g1
Persistent under-utilisation of transmission assets carries limited institutional
consequences.
’ ’ [ BT AR $ ITANT TRITT TR R Tgd HH TR 11 6|
There are no automatic utilisation benchmarks, no formal review triggers, and little
transparency when performance falls short.

SUANT U, SHITaRe THte @, a1 U6 $F g W vaid uReRiar 71 51
Renewable generators, by contrast, absorb the full commercial impact of congestion.
% fAmid Adieviia St Sares firs Wi &1 )1 arawie yHTe 98d 7

Solutions not deployed

HTYT AR et fopg 1Y

The primary constraints cited in Rajasthan are voltage oscillations and the risk of grid
instability.

ITRIT T T F1HUTE diecsl SaR-UeTd 3R e fRdr &1 iy §dTu ofrd & |

These are real challenges, but they are not insurmountable.

3 aRAfdP gAfadl &, A 3o gl g |

Technologies such as STATCOMSs, advanced reactive-power devices, and special
protection schemes are globally deployed and well understood within India’s technical
ecosystem. .

STATCOM, 39d Rufded uraR Susur 3R faw GRem IS kit dd-idh fay TR R
IUANT A § SR URe @1 adb-Hat yumett § oft 33t e wosh ot €

Many new plants are already equipped with static VAR generators and harmonic filters,
yet remain unable to inject power or provide system-support services due to conservative
operating envelopes.

H3 U TG ¥ Ugd § Rfed VAR T e 3R gt fibeex @t 8, R o 3 ST
wiearfedr & HRu faorel UM a1 Rivew wadH Jarg A 7§ s 6

The key issue is increasingly institutional responsiveness rather than technical feasibility.
T U 3fd ddb-ip! &Har I 3% TRITT ufaferar &ar sdt o 381 5|

Months pass sans published deployment timelines, staged mitigation plans or clarity on
accountability while thousands of megawatts idle.

Tl aid ST & forT foreit aeITelt THaRiTaT, TR THIeT ai-mel a1 Saradgt & wydl
¥, STafs gOIRT AAmaTe efal FAfesa g 8|

No accountability

GEIECHIE ]

Grid security is non-negotiable.

Rre Qe aushar 9 s g g |

But when stability becomes the sole metric of performance, the system naturally gravitates
toward excessive conservatism.

AP S FRIRET &) USR o7 THHE HIUES 54 STl @, df Uomel WiHifds 0 F i
Fearedt oI 3R Jgdl ¢
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Operating a 765 kV corridor at 15-20% utilisation may be the safest short-term choice, but it
is not the most responsible one when evaluated against system cost, consumer interest,
and national energy commitments.

765 Hdl BINSR B 15-20% IYART TR I SHABIAH ©U J JRI&T BT Tl g, AT

t%run?ﬁam SuHieT fed 3R wgia Sut ufaasarsit & ey § g I formier fase T
I

Globally, advanced grid operators are moving beyond static security frameworks.

P TR R 390 IS TIReR fRR YR el J 3 s R &

They employ dynamic security assessment, real-time contingency management,
probabilistic risk evaluation and adaptive line ratings, enabling higher utilisation while
maintaining reliability.
J STOATH® GRE&T Teaid-1, Tad-T3H ATHIRIS YA, HHTECT AT T geaidd
gwﬂ?mmmmwammwwm%wﬁmm

I

These approaches require greater operational vigilance — but that is precisely what modern,
renewable-heavy grids demand.

T BN & forw 3ifIes Hearer Tedar B STaRadwHd gt § — IR T8t snyfes dtevofta
St seria frs Y mi g

A disconnect

TP I

There is also a structural misalignment between planning and operations.
ST 3R JATA & o1 U WRATHS e i g
The Central Transmission Utility plans corridors based on projected renewable capacity.

Hoo iR gleferd SrgaTfid Tt ola &FdT & SR 1R SIRSR B AIoHT I 8|

General Network Access is allocated to developers on the assumption that planned
transmission will deliver corresponding evacuation capability.

TR Aead TR a9y &I 39 YR TR a1 ofrar ¢ fos Faifrd erafime s fAreredt
&I AT UG B

Developers invest accordingly.

Saaud I & IOR A o3 B

But when CTU plans for 6,000 MW, allocates GNA on that basis, and Grid India operationally
permits only 1,000 MW to flow, the system creates a credibility problem.

QA STE CTU 6,000 AIMETE BT ST ST 7, I YR TR GNA T 7, 3R Brs gfea
a1 § %ad 1,000 TIETE B A o1 &, < I8 womel & faya=iaar dee der s |

Planning assumptions and operational realities diverge so sharply that the regulatory
compact breaks down.

AISET Teeht YIRUMTE 3R JaTe aIafaepdId ot e 81 STl & P fraTHe 1 gt

Developers plan billion-rupee investments based on connectivity approvals and
transmission timelines, only to discover physical infrastructure does not translate into
usable capacity.

Saaud HAfFefadl srgHte 3R ORI THARIHT & 3MYR W 3RE! U HT fHawr #d
8, dfepT 91 & U Iaar ¢ fob Wifae sra<ive T arkda # Iuantt &mdr # uRkafdd el gt
The risk of this mismatch falls almost entirely on generators.

3 SRTTA 1 ST T T aRE Hell SATGH| R TSl 7

Institutions responsible for planning or operations face minimal consequences when actual
performance deviates drastically from design intent.

I ardfae UeR fEerg 3= q 9gd 3@ 8IdT 7, al dieiHT a1 Hera & forg rfeR
TRy131f oY 9gd HH UfRomH I USd §

Path forward

31 BT At
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e Addressing this requires institutional rebalancing, not dilution of grid security.
T GURA & AU TRITTT Hged Sa=aa ¢, 7 fos fre gram & ot

e First, Grid India must be explicitly mandated — and rigorously evaluated — not only to
maintain stability but also to maximise asset utilisation within safe operational limits.
ug, frs $fear & Wy ¥ ¥ g fia faar S a1y — ok FoR geuie ot gr =nfe
— 1% 98 waa fRURar 91T =151 sfcs QR ware= dare & HiaR "ufy ST <t
Sftrwad |

e Performance metrics should include both reliability and efficiency.
UaxE ATgst § fayw-iaar oiR garr a1 i g a1

e Second, curtailment in capacity-constrained regions must be distributed proportionately
across all generators, rather than imposed entirely on T-GNA projects.
IR, et W & & weade It Sare®! d sruTfa® U | §iel o a1ey, | fb
&Had T-GNA Hielaed W STl el |

e The current binary treatment may align with regulatory categories, but it produces
inequitable commercial outcomes.
o fgemurst srawT 1yl 81 et AR 9§ A @i g1, Afd 98 SR ATaTi®
afome da1 et 7

e Third, unused or under-utilised GNA capacity should be dynamically reallocated through
transparent, real-time protocols.
<TRRT, SFUARTT a1 HH SUANT qTelt GNA Tl &1 URGRI Had-eTgH Wieldhid & 7Ieqd 4§
o=l =U I q=: srafed foar s anfgul

e Where evacuation headroom exists within safe margins, it must be made accessible.
ST WRferd W & iR PRI &var Suas! §), 38 Sudsy BT ST a1fev|

e Fourth, when major transmission assets persistently fail to deliver expected usable
capacity, formal review mechanisms must be automatically triggered.

T, ST9 U SIATR Tufrar sroférd Suanft eryar 76t < urdt, o shunfyes weiter o=
Wa: Y= g AUl

e These reviews should evaluate whether constraints are technical, operational, or the result
of delayed system strengthening, and findings should be published.
3 el § g Geuidh g1 dlieT b STuT ddb-iat, Sara-Tes a1 Rew gedioro &
T & FRU B, 3R ey yepTiRIa foy o @13l

e Transparency strengthens public confidence in grid governance.

TReRfAr frs wmae § SFar & fayr & aeed SR

System that delivers

Yo 39 qrelt vome!

e Rajasthan’s congestion and subsequent curtailment crisis is not inevitable.
TR FT s 9 3R ST IUF Beadie dae H-ard Tl g

e ltis the product of institutional choices — about how cautiously we operate, how we allocate
responsibility, and how we value public capital.
T GRINTd fAuiaY &1 ufkomy § — SR g0 farat Iraerit § Tare &d §, Rrier) $3 dfed
& 3R Ardefe gult &1 fbde1 7@ 3d 2

e India’s clean-energy transition will succeed not merely by building infrastructure at scale,
but by ensuring it works efficiently, equitably, and in the interest of consumers.
YRA $1 W SHoll WHHUI Had 99 J0H R raavg=1 fmtor 3§ awa 78 g, afcs ag
AT & gn b U8 geraT, <araETaar ofik Suier fa o ad |

e Stability is foundational.

STYRYA & |

e But when stability comes at the cost of chronic asset under-utilisation, stranded
renewable capacity, and inequitable risk allocation, the system imposes costs that neither
developers nor consumers should be asked to bear indefinitely.
AferT o FRIRET &1 ST TIR "Uf & $H ITANT, Bt §3 TAIHRUNT & iR
SRTATH QW fIaRor & &0 & g U, ot I8 U 1T Ual Sl & o) 7 Saausd ok =
B SuUtFTS &1 TSI a% a8 1 AT
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The grid exists to deliver power, not to warehouse it.
Rre &1 353 fywrelt ug=mn §, 7 & 3 vstRa &)

India’s renewable future depends on infrastructure that works, institutions that are
accountable, and operational frameworks that balance security with performance.

YR H1 TdIHuita Hiass U SraRiveHT, Sardes SRIM! SR Jarad el R Rk axar g
S R 3R WA & o9 AgeH I 39 |
All three must be in place if the transition is to rest on credible ground.

I T8 THHOT IR J T YR R fed1 8, T 34 <fi1 &1 Hislg 8191 a0 ¢ |
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